
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT
“For I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord. They are plans 
for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.” 
Jeremiah 29:11

I have a Christmastime tradition. Every year, I make a list of the 
people’s names for whom I am buying a Christmas gift. Beside each name, 
I put a dollar amount, a limit of how much money I will spend on that 
gift, vowing not to spend one penny more than the set limit. (Somehow, 
the amount I actually spend rarely coincides with the amount I intended to 
spend. Can you relate?) With every purchase, I then draw a red line through 
that name. Done!

Maybe you do something similar. As I was thinking about this, I began to 
think about how good it would be if we were all just as concerned about 
“God’s list” for our lives; carrying His life plan for me in my heart and 
mind as I live each day, constantly making choices and decisions in light 
of that list, guarding it like the treasure map of eternity that it truly is. And 
yes, just knowing the plan God has for me does not guarantee success. I 
must do the plan. That is where the choice to obey comes in. An obedient 
heart may very well be the gift God wants from us this holiday season.

This gift-giving season, I want to ask for a determined heart, a steadfast 
heart, that is rightly focused on God and His will, His plan. When we 
choose to follow God’s plan, the desires of our heart will line up in 
obedience to that plan. I believe we will find our greatest joy in pleasing 
God, in doing His will, because that is what we were created to do.

Maybe today is a good time to stop, go back over the list, review those life 
lessons we have learned, and check to see where we really are in our walk 
with God. Maybe today is the perfect time to revisit the manger to celebrate 
the birth of Jesus Christ by giving Him the gift of obedience. 
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I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT... THE JOLIET SDA CHURCH

Vicki Funk, a leader at the Joliet church, shared with me a letter of gratitude she received from Illinois Senator, Pat 
McGuire, thanking the church for the Christmas Gift bags it provides for the inmates at the Stateville Prison. The letter 
recognizes the Joliet SDA Church for its kindness and the value it has for all people. Thank you, Joliet!

COVID-19 UPDATE

COVID-19 continues to be a problem in our state of Illinois and beyond. Yesterday, I was talking with leadership from 
our Adventist Hospitals here in the Chicagoland area. I was told our hospitals are at capacity, and there is grave concern 
about room for future patients.

Yesterday, COVID cases in Illinois were at 12,542 new cases and 125 deaths. In a conversation with one of our pastors 
who got COVID a month ago and spent eight days in the hospital, and is still trying to recover, I was again reminded of 
the seriousness of the pandemic. Many of our members have been affected. Some have lost their lives. It has affected 
some of our teachers, pastors, and office personnel. I ask you to please remember that wearing a mask is more than just 
protecting yourself; it is about showing others that you care enough about them to do all you can to protect them.

What else can you do? We are encouraging our churches to close for the next two Sabbaths, the first two Sabbaths of 
December, as recommended by the State COVID Guidelines. Also, please wear masks, social distance, wash your hands 
regularly. As I saw on a sign: Mask Up, Back Up, and Wash Up. May God bless and keep each one of you!

NEWS

	 Please pray for our Hispanic Churches as they unite in Evangelism from December 5-12. Despite COVID, the  
 pursual of mission continues in the Illinois Conference. I ask you to pray for this virtual evangelism caravan,  
 and our speaker, Alejandro Bullón, and for many who will be considering baptism. I am praying God will bring us  
 100 baptisms from this effort.
 
	 I want to make you aware of a change of date. Because of a conflict with our Evangelism Caravan that concludes  
 December 12th, we are moving our Conference Second Advent Sabbath to December 19th. Our speaker will be  
 former Illinois Conference President, Elder Ken Denslow. More details to follow.

RESOURCES

	 Have you checked out Adventist Review TV? You can do so at www.artvnow.com. Check out the latest video, a 
three-minute presentation titled, “What is Sabbath?”

	 You are invited to participate in “How to Preach Daniel and Revelation to a World in Crisis!”—a   
 special 1-hour Zoom presentation by Pastor Mark Finley, author of the new book, Understanding Daniel  
 and Revelation. Tuesday, December 8, 3:00 p.m. Eastern Time “How to Preach Daniel and Revelation  
  to a World in Crisis!” will enrich your personal spiritual life—as well as better equip you to share  
  these same exciting truths with your family, friends, and community. This is a FREE Zoom   
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   presentation. Here is the link to the ZOOM Conference:

   https://adventist.zoom.us/j/92014735888?pwd=VEFGd25LNW5HbjdtR2k4M0JxV2FRUT09
   Passcode: 471782

DID YOU KNOW...

...a century ago, in the midst of a turbulent presidential campaign, a U.S. President was elected who had direct ties to the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church? Warren Harding was elected president on November 2, 1920. Harding’s mother, Phoebe, 
and aunt, Sara Flack, had joined the church in 1879 while he was away at college. His younger siblings were raised in the 
church. Warren was not. The year after his election, Adventist leaders even visited the White House and were received by 
Harding.

““We have everything to be thankful for. Never ought Christians to move along like a 
band of mourners in a funeral train. God does not require this of His followers. He does 

not ask them to spread sackcloth and ashes under them.” 

—Ellen White, Manuscript 31, 1901.
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