
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT
“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.” 
1 Chronicles 16:34

When we celebrate Thanksgiving, we tend to focus on our blessings 
and the giving of thanks to God for His goodness. While that is 

certainly a good thing, it is not the best thing. The best thing, I think, is to 
turn Thanksgiving into Thanks-Living. See, regardless of the day, or the 
situation, God wants us to BE and LIVE thankful lives. Why?

One: Thanks-living lets God know you have confidence in Him, that you 
trust Him, no matter how deep the problems or how dire the circumstances 
you are facing. No matter what is going on in this world today. See, thanks 
is faith turned inside out.

Two: Thanks-living changes your attitude. Instead of being down and 
discouraged, spreading gloom and despair and discouragement everywhere 
you go, you begin to radiate the joy of the Lord. The best witnesses for Christ 
are those who are facing life’s trials with a song of thanksgiving on their lips.

Three: Thanks-living opens the door for God to work. I believe God hates 
it when we grumble and complain, but He loves it when we praise and give 
thanks. Paul and Silas were beaten and thrown into prison… and they sang 
a hymn of praise to the Lord. And when they finished singing, the Lord 
delivered them, the prison doors were opened. You mark it down: God does 
miracles on our behalf when we choose to thank Him and praise Him, even 
in the deepest, darkest pit.

Let me challenge you as I challenge myself.  Discipline yourself to give 
thanks in everything.  Thank God for the mountains and thank Him for the 
valleys. This Thanksgiving season, let’s remember that He is worthy of all 
our thanks and praise.
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Note:

There will be NO FYI next week. The next FYI will come out on December 2nd. Have a wonderful Thanksgiving! 

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT... HISPANIC MINISTRIES

This past Sabbath, the Illinois Hispanic Ministries department held its annual Women’s Retreat virtually. Over 350 ladies 
from around our Conference attended!

COVID-19 UPDATE

As you are aware, COVID-19 continues to wreak havoc in Illinois. Over the last few weeks, Illinois’ COVID cases have 
increased, and Illinois is now averaging over 15,000 new cases a day and close to 100 deaths a day. Yesterday, Tuesday, 
November 17th, Governor Pritzker announced the State of Illinois will enter Tier 3 mitigation restrictions effective 
Friday, November 20th.  What does this mean for us?  

One: Churches—Each church should implement the Tier 3 mitigation guidelines and protocols.
The Illinois Conference STRONGLY RECOMMENDS OUR CHURCHES DO NOT MEET IN PERSON AT THIS 
TIME, and for the following 14 days (This has been communicated to our pastors). The Tier 3 Mitigations strongly 
discourages gatherings of any kind. It strongly states NO GATHERINGS other than same households. 
 
Two: Schools—Each school will work with the Illinois Conference Education Department to follow school guidelines 
and implement appropriate protocols. 
 
Three: Office—The Illinois Conference Office is closed, and personnel are working remotely. The main phone line 
is 630-716-3560. If you need to contact someone at the Conference office, please call this number. Personnel will be 
available by virtual appointment only.  
 
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. I know we are experiencing pandemic fatigue and long for things 
to get back to normal. Unfortunately, this is the reality of our current situation here in Illinois. We MUST do our best to 
protect our churches and students and be a positive example to the communities we serve. If you have any questions, feel 
free to contact our COVID point person, John Grys, Conference Executive Secretary.   

NEWS

	 This Sabbath is our Thanksgiving Sabbath celebration. To access  
 this, go to our Facebook page at: 
 https://www.facebook.com/illinoisconferencesda/ or find us on   
 YouTube. The link will be up shortly on our Conference website at:  
 www.ilcsda.org.

 Also coming soon, so save the date: December 12, The 2nd   
 Coming of Jesus Focus Sabbath.
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	 Hispanic Churches United in Evangelism. Despite COVID, the pursual of mission continues in the Illinois   
 Conference. Baptisms are happening almost every week somewhere in our state. Today, I want to ask you to pray   
 for God’s blessing on our Hispanic Churches Evangelistic effort from December 5-12. I am praying God will   
 bring us 100 baptisms during that week. 

	 I am happy to welcome our new part-time pastor for our Hispanic churches in Champaign and Effingham,   
 Nolberto Barrueta. He comes to us from Virginia, where he has been serving as a Bible worker. Welcome, Pastor   
 Nolberto!

RESOURCES

Stewardship Resource--FAITH AND FINANCE seminar prepared by the North American Division. The participant 
workbook can be downloaded for free. This is a 12 part series covering a large scope of subjects, from the broad 
theological meaning of stewardship to the very practical nitty-gritty, from the basic idea of tithe and offerings to the final 
act of stewardship in estate planning. Each of the twelve parts is about 30 minutes long. Although they are all connected 
by the central leading idea, each of those parts can stand and be watched on its own. The link to FAITH AND FINANCE 
is on our Conference website: https://www.ilcsda.org/departments/stewardship/video-resources

“The home missionary work will be farther advanced in every way when a more 
liberal, self-denying, self-sacrificing spirit is manifested for the prosperity of foreign 
missions; for the prosperity of the home-work depends largely, under God, upon the 

reflex influence of the evangelical work done in countries afar off. It is in working 
actively to supply the necessities of the cause of God that we bring our souls in touch 

with the Source of all power.” 

—Ellen White, Testimonies for the Church Vol.6 page 27 
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