
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT
Psalm 146:1, 2 “Praise the Lord. Praise the Lord, my soul. I will 
praise the Lord all my life: I will sing praise to my God as long as I 
live.” 

These last few months have been monumental; Covid-19, Black 
Lives Matter, and the presidential election; each raising concerns and 
causing confusion. As I reflected on these angst-causing events, my mind 
went to Psalm 146. As I read it again, I am thankful it provides counsel for 
such a time as this. 
 
First, it instructs us to praise God no matter what, no matter what is 
happening around us. 
“Praise the Lord. Praise the Lord, my soul. I will praise the Lord all my 
life: I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.” The Revised Standard 
Version says it more directly, “Sing praises to God TILL LIFE’S LAST 
BREATH.”  
 
As Jesus followers, we are called to praise God. This should be our 
priority…until we draw our last breath. So, at any time, in any year, 
including Covid, racial injustice, and elections, don’t neglect your main 
job. Praise God. 
  
Two, in this Psalm, the Lord reminds us to place our hope in Him alone!  
 
“Do not put your trust in princes, in human beings, who cannot save. When 
their spirit departs, they return to the ground; on that very day their plans 
come to nothing. Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob; whose 
hope is in the Lord their God. He is the maker of heaven and earth, the sea, 
and everything in them – He remains forever faithful.”  
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Yes, the presidential election process has brought anxiety and worry, and people have chosen their candidate, maybe even 
the one we don’t prefer. But we must remember that all men and women, even good men and women, will falter. God, the 
Creator of all, is the One who is always faithful, is the only one that can be absolutely trusted. That is why we are called 
and are privileged to place our hope in God alone. 
 
Three, we must eagerly wait and prepare (ourselves and others) for God’s reign.  
 
“The Lord reigns forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. Praise the Lord” (v.10) 
 
Today, no matter what is happening around us or how you feel about it, let’s pray AND prepare for the day when God’s 
kingdom will come. Because only when Jesus comes will the kingdom, God’s will and rule, be established in its fullness. 
I long for that day when we can celebrate: “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His 
Messiah” (Revelation 11:15).  
 

COVID-19 UPDATE

As of yesterday, all 11 regions in Illinois are now in Tier 1 (or higher) mitigation restrictions. Yesterday, state officials 
reported 6,516 new cases and 68 more deaths. The state’s positivity rate is at 9.9%, and Illinois is seeing a weekly 
average of over 6,600 cases per day, an increase of 73% from the average two weeks ago. As a state, we are trending in 
the wrong direction.

What does this mean for us? Let me first say this: An increasing number of our church members are testing positive for 
COVID. Once a church member tests positive, the church MUST close for two weeks (for more information, contact 
our Conference Executive Secretary, John Grys). Also, as the Governor of Illinois is rolling out new restrictions and 
protocols, please follow the Religious Gathering Guidelines.

For our churches—Each church SHOULD implement the Tier 1 mitigation guidelines and protocols. Examples:
1. Limiting gatherings to less than 25 guests, or less than 25% of room capacity, including wedding and funerals, and 
including outside gatherings. 
2. Require mask-wearing and social distancing.
3. Follow cleaning protocols. Wash hands frequently, clean the facilities, etc.

For our schools—Each region will work with the Illinois Conference Education Department to follow the guidelines 
based on their Tier level. 
  
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. I know we are experiencing pandemic fatigue and long for things to 
get back to normal. Unfortunately, this is the reality of our current situation here in Illinois, so we MUST do our best to 
protect our churches and schools AND to be an example of care and concern to the communities we serve. I am praying 
for you and for God’s hand to guide us as we navigate the uncertain waters of the day.

NEWS

Despite COVID, mission continues in the Illinois Conference. Baptisms are happening almost every week somewhere 
in our state. As we continue to focus on mission, I want to invite you to save the following dates and participate in these 
Conference-wide events.    
 

November 4, 2020



November 21 - Thanksgiving Sabbath. Speaker: Ron Aguilera  
December 12 - 2nd Coming of Jesus Focus Sabbath 
 
Also, start preparing now for our theme for next year, 2021: Proclaiming Jesus Passionately!  
I have asked each pastor to work with local church leadership to plan for FOUR PROCLAMATION events for 2021. 
Jesus is coming soon! Let’s proclaim it together! 
 

RESOURCES

	 Virtual Conference on Mental Health and the Faith Community. 
Pastors, chaplains, and church ministry leaders are specially invited to join the annual George T. Harding IV  
Conference on Mental Health and the Faith Community. Sessions include; Caring for Oneself in Times of 
Disruption, Caregiving & Your Faith Community, and Creating Partnerships with Healing Professionals. This 
conference will consist of masterclasses, virtual small group discussions, Q&A, and practical applications you can 
really use. This conference will be held virtually on November 9-10 from 1-3 PM EDT. For more information, go 
to: https://www.ministrycare.org/conference 

	 Help End Abuse in Our Churches and Communities.
 Pretending that abuse does not happen in “my church, school, community, or home” allows it to 

continue. But you can make a difference. It’s time to learn what to do and how to help. The 2020 Virtual 
Summit on Abuse on Friday, November 13, will provide valuable training to equip and prepare you to 
respond. Together, we can keep the people in your church, school, camp, and community safe. For more, 
www.enditnownorthamerica.org

DID YOU KNOW...

...as of December 31, 2019, the Seventh-day Adventist Church membership in North America is at 1,262,927. There are 
5,621 churches and 880 companies in the North American Divsion.

“The decision to vote for candidates is a personal decision. If you vote, keep your voting 
to yourself. Do not feel it your duty to urge everyone to do as you do.” 

—Ellen G. White Selected Messages, Book 2, p. 337 
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Check out our Facebook page 

Illinois Conference of  
Seventh-day Adventists.

If you would like to receive 
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directly into your email, please 
subscribe by following the link 
to the president’s web page: 

 www.ilcsda.org/president


