
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT
“Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, 
along with every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one 
another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”  
Ephesians 4:31,32 (NIV)

Have you noticed the color changes around us? The leaves are changing from 
green to yellow and red. As their bright green color fades, it seems they fall 
almost as quickly as they change, and you can hear the crunch as you walk 
on them. I love Fall, but I prefer the warm weather summer offers, and so part 
of me longs to whisper to the trees, “Hold on a little longer. Think green!” 
But understandably, the tree listens to its Maker rather than to my whispers. 

Over the years, I have learned that the tree must let go of its decayed 
leaves to flourish in the new season. They have performed well for a 
season, but their time has drawn to a close. Autumn is a wonderful time to 
observe nature. As I watch the leaves change colors, I am reminded they 
communicate an important lesson. Just as the trees don’t stubbornly hold 
on to their dead leaves, so we shouldn’t hold on to any unnecessary weight 
in our lives. See, when we decide to enter a new season, the old can easily 
inhibit the new if we allow it. That is why God’s Word reminds us to: Get 
rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every 
form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each 
other, just as in Christ God forgave you. Ephesians 4:31,32 (NIV)

To get rid of negativity in our lives, we must first identify it. How can we do 
this? By reading God’s Word and allowing His Spirit to show us the necessary 
heart changes we need. Also, by being willing to shun practices, such as 
bitterness and anger, and asking God to help us let go of guilt from the past.
 
What are you holding on to that is preventing a freshness to the season 
ahead? Could it be that the decayed leaves are piling up, and your heart 
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needs to discard them for good? If so, reach out to the Lord in prayer. He longs to hear from you. In the Illinois Conference, 
we will be focusing on prayer throughout the month of October. I want to invite you to ask Him to shine a light on any 
thoughts, circumstances, habits, or other “decayed leaves” to which you might be clinging. As you watch the leaves fall this 
season, my prayer is that you are reminded to let go of anything that would hinder a fresh relationship with God.

WHO CAN I PRAY FOR?

Pray for those impacted on the West coast of the United States, as fires threaten lives, churches, schools, and    
our college. 

NEWS

	 If you missed this past Sabbath’s Illinois Conference Convocation, you can still watch several of the segments; 
 Elder Bill Knott’s sermon, my interview with Elder Knott (Editor of the Adventist Review), Elder Grys’ interview with
  Dr. John Peckham (Professor at Andrews University), and more. For more information, go to: 
 https://youtu.be/xXiPez_bQXo

	 For those in the Chicagoland area, November 7 is Hospital Sabbath. There will be a special virtual worship 
experience that will highlight our four Adventist Medical Centers (Hinsdale, La Grange, Glen Oaks, and 
Bolingbrook) and their work to honor and fulfill the legacy of our founders, church, and faith. Stay tuned for more 
information on how to be part of this Sabbath event.

	 I was very excited to see the live baptism by the Epic church this past Sabbath! Mission is still happening 
throughout the Illinois Conference. Also, last Sabbath, there were baptisms at the Joliet Hispanic Church. 
Congratulations to all our candidates. Welcome to the Illinois Conference sisterhood of churches! 

	 Mark the date! Here are some Upcoming Events: (virtual):      
• October 24th is our Prayer Focus Sabbath. There will be a two-hour afternoon program focused on   
 prayer for our church, country, and families.  Guest speakers include Joe Kidder and Randy Maxwell.  

• November 21 - Thanksgiving Sabbath. Speaker: Ron Aguilera
• December 12 - 2nd Coming of Jesus Focus Sabbath

 Start preparing now for our theme for next year, 2021: Proclaiming Jesus Passionately! 

 ***I have asked our pastors to begin planning for each church/district to have four PROCLAMATION events in 
2021. Let pray for God’s blessing as we move to accomplish His mission!
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 RESOURCES

	 Before You Reopen Your House of Worship, Consider This: Thoughts and questions for Adventist congregations 
from a hospital administrator. Check out this article at: 

 https://www.nadadventist.org/news/you-reopen-your-house-worship-consider

	 Mission Spotlight Produces Free Weekly Videos
 Show these weekly Mission Spotlight videos in your church to share how Adventist Mission is changing the 

world. Each quarter Mission Spotlight creates three full-length mission reports, along with short weekly videos 
as an option for your church. Sign up for email notifications when new videos are added or request free quarterly 
DVDs. Learn more at: https://am.adventistmission.org/subscribe

	 Compassion Weekend, October 10-11, 2020
 Compassion Weekend encourages every Adventist Church and School in North America to make time for 

intentional community outreach, attending to people’s needs in our neighborhoods. Think about it: over 6,700 
congregations, taking time after the church service to go out into the community to show the love of God and the 
compassion of Jesus in practical ways. The goal is for the 1.2 million Adventists in North America to invest 10 
million hours in blessing our communities this year. Learn more at: 

 www.compassionmovement.org

DID YOU KNOW...

... Rich Aguilera, “The Mud Guy,” produces a weekly review of the Primary sabbath school lesson? Check it out at: 
https://kidssabbathschoolreview.com

“The Bible is alive. It speaks to me. It has feet, it runs after me. 
It has hands, it lays hold of me.” 

—Martin Luther
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