
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT
Psalm 119:89-95
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” .” Hebrews 
13:8

It is hard to believe, Summer is behind us, and the Fall season, autumn, 
has begun. My childhood autumns in Massachusetts hold wonderful memories; 
evangelistic meetings at church, unpacking warmer clothing, hot chocolate, 
picking apples, and FOOTBALL! I loved it.

These days as I think about Fall, the autumn of life, I feel a strange combination 
of nostalgia, blessings, and potential. I know Fall will yield the harvest of seeds 
we’ve sown throughout life and prepares us for colder days to come. For me, as 
I reflect on the autumn of life, it allows me to look back and better understand 
the way God has led me.

Did you know the word “Autumn” only occurs once in the Bible? In Jude 
1:12, false teachers are compared to “autumn trees without fruit,” implying that 
autumn should still be a fruitful season. So, how can we take advantage of the 
“autumn of life?” As I think about this, I realize seasons come and go, so we 
need to start by focusing on the God who remains unchanged and unchanging. 
We know there’s a lot of unwelcome change in our world, especially these 
days. There are personal changes; children leaving home, the passing of 
parents, the change in our vitality and health, the changes in our society and 
world. But amid all the changes, one thing, one person, never changes—our 
eternal God. God does not change. His character is always dependable. His 
truth, ways, and purposes do not change…and His Son does not change. He’s 
the same yesterday, today, and forever (Hebrews 13:8). I am thankful for the 
promise that God’s children will enjoy His fellowship a million years from 
now. This world may fade, the stars may fall, the seasons may change, and 
winter may come, but the God who has been with us in ages past is our hope 
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for years to come. In Him, we have permanence, stability, joy unshakable, and life unending.

As we think about autumn, I believe it is a great time to focus on God’s wonderful blessings—family, friends, shelter, provision, 
guidance, care, opportunities to worship and serve, more time to pray and study His Word, and eternal life still to come. Autumn 
is also a good time to focus on our commitment to God. Remember to remain close to Him during the shifting seasons of life.
During autumn, we all know that winter lies ahead, but if winter comes, can spring be far behind? So, keep your eyes on Him. 
He will see us through!

COVID UPDATE

Over the last few days, COVID cases in Illinois have hovered in the 1300-1400 range, so we continue 
to pray for each of our members and ask you to continue protecting yourself and for our churches and 
schools to err on the side of caution. 

Yesterday, I had the opportunity to share a message of comfort and hope at Amita Health 
Medical Center Hinsdale, our Seventh-day Adventist hospital, just up the road. The 
occasion was a special memorial service remembering those who, over the last six months, 
have lost their lives to COVID at Hinsdale Hospital. Hinsdale and La Grange CEO, Adam 
Maycock, also shared a message, and staff members shared stories of joy and tears. Let’s 
continue to pray for those who have lost loved ones to COVID.

From our Stewardship/Planned Giving Director 

Our Stewardship Department is looking for good inspiring testimonials. If you think you have something to share, please 
contact Arek Bojko (630.480.4765, abojko@ilcsda.org) or talk to your local pastor.

NEWS

	 This Sabbath, September 26, is our special Convocation Sabbath. It will begin at 9:30a and end at 4p. Our guest 
speaker will be Elder Bill Knott, Editor of the Adventist Review. Here are the links on Facebook and YouTube for 
our broadcast.

 https://youtu.be/131EJ4N8uHE
 https://www.facebook.com/illinoisconferencesda/live/

	 This past weekend was our 2020 Illinois Conference Adventurers Family Campout: Home Edition. The theme? 
“He’s Good in Every Way”! During the weekend, Adventurers had the chance to set up their very own AT-HOME 
campsites by putting up tents inside the house, or in the backyard, or even building the best blanket forts they 
could dream up. Starting with Friday night worship, our Illinois Adventurers came together to sing and praise the 
Lord and listen to a message by Yuri and Mikey. Throughout the rest of the weekend, they participated in several 
different AFC Home Edition segments. Two Adventurer favorites were “Waking Up with Jesus,” where they 
got to stretch, memorize the theme verse, sing, and hear the Pig Story from Pastor Ron Aguilera. The other was 
“Adventurer Town,” where they could see a cool object lesson with Mr. Israel and Ms. Jael and do a fun craft with 
Ms. Dora. To end the weekend, our Adventurers and their families were able to spend some more time together as 
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families by either going on a special Adventurer Nature Scavenger Hunt or by heading to the Zoo to play BINGO, 
Adventurer style. It was a fantastic weekend! 

	 Mark the date! Here are some Upcoming Events: (virtual):        
 --October 24 is our Prayer Focus Sabbath. There will be a two-hour afternoon program focused on prayer for 

our church, country, and families. Guest speakers include Joe Kidder and Randy Maxwell. 
 --November 21 - Thanksgiving Sabbath. Speaker: Ron Aguilera
 --December 12 - 2nd Coming of Jesus Focus Sabbath

 Start preparing now for our theme for next year, 2021: Proclaiming Jesus Passionately! 

RESOURCES

	 Anxiety, by Jonathan Betlinski, MD; Rachel Scribner, MA; and Gary Parks, MDiv
 Feeling nervous or on edge. Missing out on sleep. Worrying too much about different things. These are just a few 

of the signs that a teen might be experiencing anxiety, but there is hope. 
 This helpful booklet will let teens know that help is available. It covers information from the National Institute of 

Mental Health (NIMH) about the different types of anxiety disorders, along with resources and tips for managing 
anxiety. It also includes an anxiety questionnaire and details on how and when to seek help. For more, go to: 
https://tinyurl.com/y3upx8mg

DID YOU KNOW...

... there are 650 named skeletal muscles in the human body? It is clear that we were Made to Move! 

“Desires for goodness and holiness are right as far as they go; but if you stop 
here, they will avail nothing. Many will be lost while hoping and desiring to 

be Christians. They do not come to the point of yielding the will to God. They 
do not now choose to be Christians.” 

—Ellen White, Steps to Christ, Page 47.
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