
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT
Proverbs 22:6, “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he 
is old, he will not depart from it.”

Proper training means developing the right habits. Did you know that, 
according to the experts, it takes about 21 days to break, or form, a 

habit pattern of medium complexity? Do something every day for a couple of 
months, and suddenly it seems you’ve done it forever!

We’ve passed the five-month mark of the 2020 global pandemic. What 
new habits have you begun? Good or bad? Which good habits have taken a 
backseat? As I think about our churches and our members, some thoughts 
about habits come to mind:

One: Don’t get out of the habit of attending worship with your church.
Watching online services when you want is convenient, but do your best 
to stick with your routine of “attending” and worshiping with your home 
congregation. Get ready on Sabbath morning and watch the live service with 
everyone else. Keep the habit of meeting with others strong for when we can 
get back together.

Two: Don’t get out of the habit of giving. 
Giving is a crucial element in worship and discipleship. Keep up with the habit 
by giving automatically, electronically, or continuing to mail in your tithes and 
offerings. Giving is tied to discipleship because it’s a constant reminder that we 
trust in God alone and not in our strength. We can’t serve both God and money, 
so we choose to give away the thing that can control us and hold us tightly.

Three: Don’t get out of the habit of prayer.
Keep praying each day! Pray for your family, friends, and neighbors. Pray 
for the church and leaders. Pray for the nation. Pray for needs on the prayer 
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list at church. Pray for health and safety. But, most of all, pray God will help you to stay the course and to continue to be 
faithful to Him.

One other thing; take this time to develop NEW habits. Read a Bible book a week. Go through the Gospels a chapter a 
day. Pray more! Take a walk every day. Exercise. Praise God for all the blessings you still enjoy. See, proper training 
means developing the right habits. What habits are you sticking with or developing? “Train up a child (or an adult) in the 
way he/she should go…”

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT...

the Morton Grove and Chicago Fil-Am Churches. Pastor Meriales reports baptisms, three from Morton Grove, and four from 
Chicago Fil-Am. Very exciting. 

COVID UPDATE

Most of our churches continue to be closed as COVID cases continue to increase in the state of Illinois. Our schools have 
opened with the guidelines and protocols given by the state to keep our children as safe as possible. We are using “Swivl” 
technology to enhance at-home instruction, as our schools offer both at-home and in-school options for students. The 
Conference office continues to be open and receiving guests on a by-appointment basis.

NEWS

	 This past weekend, August 21-23, Pathfinder leaders from across the Illinois Conference gathered virtually to 
attend this year’s Pathfinder Leadership University. They spent time worshipping together, led with music by 
the Illinois Conference Pathfinders. Powerful messages were heard from special guests, Pastor Vandeon Griffin, 
Associate Youth/Young Adult Director for the NAD, and Glen Milam, volunteer Pathfinder Coordinator for the 
NAD. From Basic Staff Training to the Director Certification, the weekend was full of several AYMT seminars 
designed to help our leaders not only grow in their ministry but adapt to and navigate the new reality brought on 
due to COVID-19. Please pray for all of our Pathfinder leaders as they begin the 2020-2021 club year.

	 2020 Upcoming Events (virtual): 
      September 26 - Convocation Sabbath. Speaker: Bill Knott, Editor of the Adventist Review
    October 24 - Prayer Focus Sabbath. Two-hour afternoon program focused on prayer. 
   November 21 - Thanksgiving Sabbath. Speaker: Ron Aguilera
      December 12 - 2nd Coming of Jesus Focus Sabbath

Also, you might remember our theme for 2019 was Presenting Jesus Irresistibly.
Our theme this year, 2020, is Knowing Jesus Intimately.
AND, our theme for next year, 2021, is Proclaiming Jesus Passionately! 
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	 Saturday, August 15, Fox Valley Hispanic Church had their food drive and gave 150 bags to people from the 
community. On August 22, Maranatha will have their “Sharing Hope” food drive. Thank you for being the hands 
and feet of Jesus!

RESOURCES

	 “The Grief Sessions,” featuring Mike Tucker.
 Loss can be devastating. In the midst of the pain, is it possible to uncover the meaning of life, the purpose of 

death, and the value of grief? What difference could the answers make in your life? The Grief Sessions is a six-
session course sharing scientifically researched, Bible-based, and people-proven ways to turn loss into living 
again. If you are grieving or know someone who is, these sessions are for you. https://tinyurl.com/y5k2kz2d

	 Webinar for New Church Webmasters. If you are a new church webmaster, join Adventist Church Connect for 
a free webinar on Tuesday, September 8, at 4 PM EDT. This webinar will help beginners understand how to get 
started with the necessary skills of editing pages, adding links, placing images, and adding events.

 Register at: https://tinyurl.com/y3whq8n3

DID YOU KNOW...

... Cases of COVID-19 continue to rise across Illinois? State officials reported 1,680 new cases and 29 additional deaths 
yesterday. Illinois has seen a seven-day average of 2,016 cases per day. That’s a 17% increase from the average two 
weeks ago. 
	  

“The whirlwinds of revolt will continue to shake the foundations of our nation 
until the bright day of justice emerges.” 

—Martin Luther King, Jr.
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If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email 
please subscribe by following the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president

  Check out our Facebook 
page at 

Illinois Conference of  
Seventh-day Adventists.


