
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT
 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make 
your paths straight.” Proverbs 3:5, 6

When I was younger, I enjoyed downhill skiing. I enjoyed the challenge 
of strapping two long sticks to my feet and sliding down a mountain of snow, at 
30 miles an hour (or more), trying to get to the bottom in one piece.

A few years back (quite a few), I was skiing in Colorado. I remember 
taking the ski lift and finally getting to the top of the mountain, but instead 
of seeing a beautiful sight of impressive mountain peaks around me, all 
I could see was fog. It was all clouded in. This meant that visibility was 
limited to about 15 feet. That might not seem like a big deal, but when you 
are skiing, and you can’t see the trail, it is a big deal.

As I started down the trail, I was concerned, but fortunately, I noticed orange 
poles were marking the trail, spaced far enough so that I could see one after 
passing another. At that point, my concern and fear started to subside, and I 
began to notice the beauty around me. There was nothing but white, and the 
only sounds I heard were my breathing and the wind. It was beautiful. 

When I finally reached the bottom and thought about this, I realized how 
it paralleled my life. So many times, when a difficult situation happens, I 
focus my attention on an impending failure or problem, and I miss what 
God has right in front of me. But, I am thankful that He wakes me by 
showing me poles that help me find my way through these times.

Today, as we navigate the challenges before us, I want to encourage you 
to stop and look for God’s wonder around you. It may seem hard, but it is 
there. You may not even discover it until you get down from your mountain 
of difficulty.
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COVID-19 UPDATE

Despite COVID-19, mission is still happening in the Illinois Conference. Below is a report from the head elder of the 
Hinsdale Fil-Am Church:

“I just wanted to let you know of one the most fantastic 
services we have ever had at Hinsdale Fil-Am.  It was an 
outdoor baptism service where eight of our young people were 
baptized.  They did not want to wait anymore, so we decided 
to go ahead and baptize them.  Last Sabbath evening, August 
1st, at 7 pm, at the HAA soccer field, we had our first church 
service together since COVID.  It was outdoors, and we 
made circles on the lawn, so everyone was socially distanced 
by immediate family groups.  Everyone was required to wear masks.  Our baptisms took place in cattle feeding 
troughs.  Pastor Glenn and Pastor David baptized the eight young people.  At the end of the service, Pastor 
Glenn had a prayer with all the newly baptized members as the sun was setting.  The moment was so moving 
because he had four other pastors with him (Pastor David Kokiong, Pastor Mike Campos, Pastor Ira Bartolome, 
and Pastor Frederick).  Just as they were praying, we looked up, and there was a rainbow in the sky as if 
Heaven was smiling down on these young people.  I can’t describe to you what a powerful moment that was.  
God is truly good, and He continues to work despite COVID.” 

Thank you, Hinsdale Fil-Am Church, and keep up the good work!

NEWS

	 Save the date! 2021 Fearless Lake Union Camporee - Coming September 16-19, 2021. Learn how to be 
FEARLESS for Jesus. For more information, go to: https://luc.camporee.org

	 THIS SABBATH
 Illinois Conference Virtual Camp Meeting is this Sabbath, August 15th, 2020. It will be held virtually from 

9:30 am to 5:30 pm. Our theme is Knowing Jesus 
Intimately: Following the Master. Plan now to enjoy 
this event through either of the following social media 
platforms:

 www.facebook.com/illinoisconferencesda
 www.youtube.com/illinoisconferencesda
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	 This Sabbath, August 15th, is also the Illinois Conference Day of Prayer. The Illinois Conference is asking 
everyone to join together in prayer this Sabbath. Throughout the day, we want people praying for our Conference, 
churches, and schools. Please also pray that God will help us accomplish the mission He has given to “Go and 
make disciples…” during these challenging times of COVID-19, Social unrest, etc.…

RESOURCES

	 “Family Time” by Sarah I. Kelly.
 Are you looking to create stronger bonds, healthier individuals, and a happier and more cooperative environment 

within the home? This booklet is full of suggestions for Family Time activities in the areas of communication, 
cooperation, budgets, discipline, relationships, and community. For more information, go to: 

 https://tinyurl.com/y62oausc

	 Social Media 101, by Seth Pierce.
 Start improving your online presence as you seek to build connections for your church or ministry. This new guide 

covers Tips for Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, and Instagram, How to Create a Social Media Plan, designing a 
Content Schedule, Content Ideas, How to Encourage Responses, And much more! 

 Go to: https://tinyurl.com/yalw3qfl

DID YOU KNOW . . . 

…that the current membership of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in the Illinois Conference is 13,911?
	  

“His [God’s] kingdom will not come until the good tidings of His grace have 
been carried to all the earth. Hence, as we give ourselves to God, and 

win other souls to Him, we hasten the coming of His kingdom.”

—Ellen G. White, Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, Page 108.
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If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email 
please subscribe by following the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president
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Illinois Conference of  
Seventh-day Adventists.


