
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT
 1 Kings 3:9 says, “So give your servant a discerning heart to 
govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. 
For who is able to govern this great people of yours?”

There is an old Persian proverb that says, 

He that knows not and knows not that he knows not is a fool. Shun him. 
He who knows not and knows that he knows not is a child. Teach him.
He who knows and knows not that he knows is asleep. Wake him.
He who knows and knows that he knows is wise. Follow him.

All four persons are found everywhere you go, and it takes discernment 
to detect and identify them correctly. That is why Solomon asked for it; 
discernment, wisdom, because of its great value. The Apostle Paul tells 
us that discernment is a companion of genuine spirituality (1 Corinthians 
2:14-16). Makes sense, doesn’t it?

Hebrews 5:14 calls discernment a mark of maturity. To use a baseball 
analogy, it is the umpire of life. Also, to paraphrase 1st John 4:1, “Be 
selective. Think. Discern.” I once heard someone say that a Christ-follower 
without discernment is like a car driving at night without headlights.

So, if discernment is so critical to life, how do we find or develop it?

One: Go to your knees (James 1:5). God promises wisdom for those who ask.
Two: Go to the Word (Psalm 119:98-100). God offers insight. It is a lamp 
unto our feet.
Three: Go the wise (1 Corinthians 2:12-16). Surround yourself with the 
right people, the right voices.
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Discernment is the ability to think biblically about all areas of life, and it is indispensable to an uncompromising life for 
every Jesus follower. It is incumbent upon the Christian to seize upon the discernment that God has provided for in His 
precious truth! Without it, Christians are at risk of being “tossed here and there by waves, and carried about by every 
wind of doctrine” (Ephesians 4:14). So, keep your eyes on Jesus and set your mind on God’s Word. It will protect you 
and guide you through the challenges of each day.

 
COVID-19 UPDATE

Over the last week, Illinois has been averaging 1413 cases a day. Today, the Governor talked about the possibility of new 
restrictions being implemented again as cases rise. Stay tuned for updates for our Conference territory. For now, Illinois 
Conference administration continues to encourage all our churches to err on the side of caution as they re-open (or 
consider re-opening) and move forward. The safety of our members and guests should be paramount in our thinking.

Our schools continue with plans to open with the guidelines and protocols given by the State of Illinois. The Illinois 
Conference has put out our re-opening safely guidelines. You can find that on our website at www.ilcsda.org. 

NEWS

	 I want to announce this coming Sabbath, August 1, will be Pastor Aaron Mace’s last Sabbath as the part-time 
pastor of the Burr Ridge Church. We wish Pastor Aaron much success as he pursues the completion of his degree 
at Andrews University Theological Seminary on a full-time basis.

	 I also want to announce that the last Sabbath of Pastor Edye Campos, associate pastor of the Hinsdale SDA 
Church, will be August 15. We wish Pastor Edye and Erica and their family the very best moving forward. 

	 In more pastoral news, Pastor Brad Gienger, pastor of our Champaign, Paris, and Danville district, will be moving 
to the Pacific Northwest. Pastor Brad concludes his ministry in Illinois at the end of July. We wish the Giengers 
the best as they transition.

	 Illinois Conference Virtual Camp Meeting. Please save the date of August 15, 2020, from 9:30 AM to 5:30 PM 
for the Illinois Conference Virtual Camp Meeting, Knowing Jesus Intimately: Following the Master. You will 
be able to enjoy this event through either of the following social media platforms:

  www.facebook.com/illinoisconferencesda
  www.youtube.com/illinoisconferencesda
 More information to follow. Don’t miss this inspiring event!

July 29, 2020

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email 
please subscribe by following the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president



	 Last week, July 19-25, the Illinois Conference Youth and Young Adult Department launched their 
2020 Virtual Summer Camp Week. The theme for the week was “Far Beyond,” and was taken 
from the theme verse, 1 Corinthians 2:9, which says “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have 
entered into the heart of man, the things which God has prepared for those who love Him.” 

 Every camper that registered was sent a care package that included some Camp Akita 
merchandise, as well as different materials they could use to participate in some of the events that were happening 
throughout the week. Each day, three distinct segments were presented: Good Morning Akita (GMA) at 10:30 

AM (all ages), The Lake Show at 7 PM for our juniors, and the Late Lake Show at 9 PM for our teens. Over the 
week, over 6,000 viewers joined in, between Facebook, YouTube, and Instagram. 

 I am thankful for our Conference Youth Department leaders and for our Camp Staff that came to help make last 
week a reality. I am already looking forward to next summer, where we hope to be able to meet back in person for 
“See a Victory,” coming Summer 2021!

RESOURCES

	 Take the Evangelism Pledge to Do Something.
 In the midst of a global pandemic, economic calamity, and social unrest, people have questions. Interest in Bible 

prophecy is the highest it’s been in a generation. Google searches in North America for End Times, Book of 
Revelation, and End of the World have spiked, with some terms 5x higher than in the previous five years. More 
impressively, searches for the term Second Coming have spiked to their highest level in over a decade. Right now, 
people in your community have questions. The Bible has answers. These last few months have most likely worn 
you out. Maybe you’re still scrambling just to meet the needs of your church’s members. And with large religious 
gatherings still prohibited across the continent, you’re not even sure what to do for evangelism this fall. The 
Evangelism Pledge is here to equip you to share Present Truth in your community, with evangelistic resources that 
speak to the moment we’re in. Take a look at the Bible study, bridge event, and reaping series content available to 
use in your church, from organizations like AdventSource, Seminars Unlimited, Pacific Press, and SermonView 
Evangelism Marketing. Find a recipe that works for your ministry context. Now is the time to use this wave of 
interest to reach your community with the Everlasting Gospel. Take the Evangelism Pledge today! For more, go 
to: https://evangelismpledge.org

	  “I long to see Christians who are harmonious in all their parts. It is so 
sad to see those whose lives are a jumble of opposites. Christians must 
be Christlike. The life of a true, lovable Christian is the most powerful 
argument that can be produced in favor of the Gospel.”

—Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times, August 16, 1905.” 
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