
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT
 “If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives 
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. 
But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the one 
who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 

That person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. Such a 
person is double-minded and unstable in all they do.” James 1:5-8

If we believe God is who He says He is and that He will do what He has 
promised, why do so many of us habitually waver in our prayers? Instead 
of exercising bold faith, often we come to the Lord, “hoping” He will hear 
us and answer our prayer, but we’re just not sure He will. With this kind of 
thinking, we cannot expect to receive the blessings He has in store for us.

I think one reason we tend to doubt is that we fail to see God at work in 
our circumstances. We prayed, and nothing happened. But the Lord is not 
some cosmic bellhop who jumps in response to our requests, or a vending 
machine we put money in and then select what we want. God sees past, 
present, and future and knows the right time for every answer. His invisible 
hand is already at work on our behalf—arranging situations to accomplish 
His will, and preparing us to receive what He wants to give.

Here is another thing, if we don’t know God’s ways, we will be disappointed 
in His response. All too often, our prayers are accompanied by expectations 
of how He will work. When He fails to intervene according to our timetable 
or anticipated method, we start to doubt. But placing our faith in the Lord 
and trusting in His good and perfect ways gives us stability as we wait for 
His answer. To overcome doubts, I encourage you to spend time in God’s 
Word to learn God’s principles and ways. Then you’ll begin to grasp what 
He wants to achieve in your life and how He goes about it. 
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COVID-19 UPDATE

Last week, the Governor of Illinois divided the state of Illinois into 11 regions, replacing the first division of four regions. 
This was prompted by an increase of daily cases from a low of 462 cases on June 2nd to 1384 cases on July 17th. 

Illinois Conference administration continues to encourage all our churches to err on the side of caution as they re-open 
and move forward. The safety of our members and guests should be paramount in our thinking.

For our schools, we continue with our plan to open schools with the guidelines and protocols given by the State of 
Illinois. The Illinois Conference has put out guidelines to re-open safely. You can find those on our website at 
www.ilcsda.org. 

NEWS

	 The looting that followed the George Floyd protests devastated some Chicago 
neighborhoods, leaving residents even more desperate for basic services during 
this ongoing pandemic.

 On Chicago’s southside, where an Illinois Conference church is, the Goshen 
Seventh-day Adventist Church took action. Read more:

 https://www.nadadventist.org/news/after-looting-temporarily-closes-stores-
chicago-church-serves-lifeline

	 I want to welcome Pastor Luis Parra to the Illinois Conference. Pastor Parra is the new part-time pastor for our 
Fairmont City Hispanic Church.

	 This past Sabbath, Pastor Ralph Shelton was introduced as the part-time interim pastor of the 
Southwest SDA Church. Pastor Ralph will pastor both our Beacon of Light and Southwest 
Churches on a part-time basis.

	 Elder Alexander Bryant was elected as the new President of the North American Division. Previously, he served 
as executive secretary of the North American Division. For more information, go to: https://tinyurl.com/y2kmatq3

	 The Illinois Conference Camp Meeting Sabbath and Convocation Sabbath will now be virtual. Conference 
Administration continues to be concerned about a potential increase in Coronavirus cases as we open up in 
Phase 4 of Restore Illinois and has recommended to each church that it proceed carefully as it makes plans to 
re-open. To this end, the Illinois Conference is moving to virtual events for any gatherings of 50 or more for the 
rest of 2020. This is, of course, subject to change. It does mean that Camp Meeting Sabbath (August 15th) and 
Convocation Sabbath (September 26th) will be virtual. 

RESOURCES

	 Looking for a resource to share with others? Looking for a way you can share hope and spiritual encouragement 
with a loved one, coworker, or friend during this pandemic? 
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 Mail them a sharing book with a personal note! And if you can’t do it, GLOW can do it for you!
 www.glowonline.org/GIFT

	 New Mental Health Series for Teens
 Do you know a teen who is struggling with mental health issues? Do you want to be prepared to minister to the 

teens in your church? This new series includes booklets on Depression, Anxiety, Suicidal Thoughts, Getting Help, 
Recovery Tools, Brain Training, and Staying Healthy. Check out: https://tinyurl.com/y4ylgoa4

DID YOU KNOW...

... reading is very, very good for you? Research shows that regular reading: improves brain connectivity, 
increases your vocabulary and comprehension, empowers you to empathize with other people, aids in sleep 
readiness, reduces stress, lowers blood pressure and heart rate, fights depression symptoms, prevents cognitive 
decline as you age, and contributes to a longer life.

“We are not to be anxious about what Christ and God think of us, but about 
what God thinks of Christ, our Substitute.” 

—Ellen G. White, The Faith I Live By page 113
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If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email please subscribe by following 
the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president
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