
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT
 “Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to 
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.” Ephesians 6:16 KJV

The artic polar bear feeds almost entirely on seals. To enjoy such 
a meal, these bears sometimes resort to a bit of trickery. If the hole 

in the ice through which a seal gets his food is not too far from the edge 
of open water, the polar bear will take a deep breath, slip underwater, and 
swim to the seal’s fishing hole. He will then imitate a fish by scratching 
lightly on the underside of the ice. When the seal hears this sound, he dives 
in for a quick supper, only to become the bear’s quick supper.

The devil similarly entices us. He baits us with some seemingly harmless 
pleasure and disguises the ugliness of sin with something that looks or 
sounds appealing. Then, when we have succumbed to the temptation, he 
catches us in his trap. Or, he discourages with the things happening around 
us, or the challenges of the day, until he deceives us into thinking God does 
not care. The reality is that Christians have no excuse for being taken in by 
the deception of the enemy. We can put on the whole armor of God, and 
with the “shield of faith…quench the fiery darts of the wicked one.” 

As we meditate on the truths of God’s Word and rely on the Holy Spirit, we 
can know the difference between what is truly satisfying and what appears 
to be. Don’t let the great impostor fool you. Keep your eyes on Jesus!

COVID-19 UPDATE

According to Restore Illinois, the State of Illinois will enter Phase 4 
this Friday, June 26th. Some of our churches have begun to open with 
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restrictions and protocols to protect our members and families. Other pastors continue working with local church 
leadership to prepare for re-opening our churches at the 50 or fewer recommendation of phase 4. Many have set opening 
dates for July or August, some even in September.

As we move forward, we strongly recommend the guidelines set by the CDC and Adventist Risk Management services. 
Please do your best to put in place protocols to protect our members and guests. If you have any questions or need 
clarification, you can contact John Grys (Illinois Conference Executive Secretary) at jgrys@ilcsda.org.

As for the Conference office, we continue to follow the 50 or fewer protocol set by the State, and so it will open fully on 
June 29th.

If you want to see the protocols and guidelines of Restore Illinois Phase 4, you can go to: https://dceocovid19resources.
com/restore-illinois/restore-illinois-phase-4

NEWS

	 This Sabbath, June 27th, is a Day of Prayer for Racial Justice and Equality. 
 On Sabbath, June 27th, 2020, the leadership of the Illinois Conference is encouraging each church and church 

member to join others around the North American Division to be part of a special day of prayer for the deep hurt 
and frustration that racial injustice and inequity have caused in North America. Let us come together prayerfully 
seek God’s guidance and leading in our lives, especially in how we relate to one another, and how we can help 
stop injustice against people of color. 

	 This past Friday, June 19th, the Illinois Conference Youth Department launched the second episode of our new 
series called, “The Table.” In episode 2: “A Conversation on Perspectives, part 2”, we gathered with some of our 
very own Illinois Conference Youth and Young Adults to talk about their thoughts and responses to the recent 
events involving COVID-19, George Floyd, and more. Episode 3 will air LIVE in three weeks on July 10th at       
7 pm. To watch Friday’s episode, find us on Facebook (ILC Youth + YA) or YouTube (ILCYouthYA).
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SAVE THE DATE

Camp Meeting Sabbath, at Camp Akita, on August 15th. I want to invite all our churches to come and spend the day 
worshipping our God, in nature, at our beautiful Camp Akita. Families will enjoy the worship, message, and music, and 
celebrating the goodness of God. More information to follow.

RESOURCES

	 Creation Life Video Series
 AdventHealth has created a new video series covering choice, rest, environment, activity, trust in God, 

interpersonal relationships, outlook, and nutrition. Watch these videos and share them on social media or your 
church’s website to provide some practical tips for life during COVID-19.  

 For more information, go to: https://www.creationlife.com/covid-19/

	  Heroes Home Edition is a FREE VBS program coming July 6-10 from the North American Division Children’s 
Ministries Department! Learn more at: https://www.adventistvbs.org 

DID YOU KNOW . . .

…The Seventh-day Adventist Church is the most diverse church group in America. For more, go to: https://tinyurl.com/yazkwtns

Receive the Holy Spirit and your efforts will be successful. Christ’s presence is 
what gives power…If God’s people will give themselves wholly to Him, He will 

restore to them the power they have lost.” Vol. 1. P.85  

—Ellen G. White, Selected Messages Vol. 1 page 85

June 24, 2020

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email please subscribe by following 
the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president

PROVERBS FOR 
TODAY   

“A sharp tongue can
cut my own throat.” 


