
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

 “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater 
love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” 
John 15:12, 13

This past Monday our country celebrated Memorial Day, a day set aside to 
remember and honor our soldiers. These individuals have given their lives 
to protect our land and keep us free. You may or may not know that this 
holiday began as a day to honor our Civil War dead, but after World War I 
it was expanded to include those who sacrificed their lives in all the wars in 
which America was involved. In every war, we have asked men and women 
of our nation to be willing to give their lives in the name of freedom. Their 
sacrifice can never be totally understood, nor can they be repaid. 

Today, I invite you to pause and think about what these individuals have 
given up for us and for our country. They have given years of their life, time 
away from their families, and any chance of settling down by having to 
move from base to base every 3 to 4 years. Many will be physically disabled 
for the rest of their lives, having the use of one or more of their limbs taken 
from them. Many have been mentally disabled and scarred, and thousands 
upon thousands have given the ultimate sacrifice, their life, so that we can 
continue to enjoy living safely in a land of freedom.

We can never begin to understand what they went through and are 
continuing to go through. We can never begin to repay them and their 
families for the sacrifices they have made for us. It seems as if saying 
“Thank You” just isn’t enough. 

May their sacrifice be a reminder of the sacrifice our God made for us, and 
may it prompt us to live for Him and look forward to life in eternity with Him. 
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COVID-19 UPDATE

As you know, Illinois Governor Pritzker’s shelter-in-place order expires this Friday. The Governor has stated we will then 
enter Phase 3 of Restore Illinois. As you may know, the state of Illinois has established four health regions, each with 
the ability to move through the 5-phased approach independently. The four regions are: Northeast Illinois; North-Central 
Illinois; Central Illinois; and Southern Illinois. Phase three allows for gatherings of 10 or fewer with social distancing 
precautions, face coverings, etc. You can follow the progress at: https://dph.illinois.gov/restore

As we prepare to move into Phase 3 this Friday, I have asked our pastors to work with their local church leadership to 
prepare for re-opening our churches at 10 or fewer in phase 3, or 50 or fewer in phase 4. Each church will decide when it 
will open but must follow the state guidelines and put in place protocols to protect our members and guests. If you have 
any questions or need clarification, you can contact John Grys (Illinois Conference Executive Secretary) at 
jgrys@ilcsda.org.

The Conference office will open on a staggered schedule on June 1st. The staggered schedule means office personnel 
will be in the office on alternate days to comply with the 10 or fewer order. During Phase 3, any visits to the Conference 
office must be by appointment. Feel free to call the main number, found on our website, for more information or an 
appointment.

NEWS

Camp Akita Summer Camp.
The Illinois Conference Youth Department is canceling the 2020 summer camp season, and planning for a virtual    
summer camp option for our children and youth starting in July. More information to follow.

SCHOOL GRADUATES
A special congratulations to our 2020 graduates. Although there is 
disappointment in not being able to graduate in a manner anticipated, let’s 
celebrate the accomplishment of our graduates and do all we can to make their 
graduation day special. May God bless you and keep you, graduates!

RESOURCES

	 Communication Handbook, by Celeste Ryan Blyden
 Need guidelines and practical tips on how to write and edit news articles, take great photos, and use social    
 media, video, branding, and public and media relations to tell your organization’s story? In this compilation of   
 articles, experienced communicators offer help with quick tips, ideas, lessons learned, and words of wisdom—  
 all to help you achieve your goals for effectiveness with excellence. For more information: 
 https://tinyurl.com/vr94ug9

		Are you looking for Sabbath School resources for all ages? Check out the resources at: 
  https://aplacetodosomething.com
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DID YOU KNOW . . .

… Mike Murrill, CEO at Hinsdale and La Grange Hospitals, has accepted a role as a regional CEO with AdventHealth, 
and the family will be moving to Georgia. We wish Mike the best as he transitions to his new role and place. His 
contributions to the Illinois Conference have been significant, and we will miss Mike, Melissa, and their family!

“In the providence of God events have been so ordered ... that there may be 
a constant exercise in the human heart of the attributes of mercy and love. 

[People are] to cultivate the tenderness and compassion of Christ.”  

—Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times, June 13, 1892

May 27, 2020

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email please subscribe by following 
the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president
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