
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

 “For this reason, I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, 
which is in you through the laying on of my hands, for God gave us a 
spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.”  2 Timothy 
1:6-7

Fear is an issue that impacts us all. Fear of failure, fear of rejection, fear of 
death, fear of being alone, the fear of suffering, and fear of COVID-19… the 
list could go on. Fear is something we battle at some point during our life. 

So, what can we do about it? Is there a way to live free from fear? God 
knew this would be a challenge for us, so He addresses this in His Word. 
How can we live strong and courageous in the face of fear? The answer lies 
in our focus. Realistically, there will never be a time in life completely free 
of reasons to fear. Life is uncertain. But I have discovered if you fix your 
eyes on Jesus, this leads to peace, to power, love, and self-control. Eyes 
fixed elsewhere will lead to anxiety, uncertainty, and fear. 

I love the language Paul uses, “Fan into flame the gift of God.” It reminds 
me of a campfire. When you’re trying to get the fire started, you blow onto 
those few embers until suddenly that small spark bursts into a flame. When I 
was at summer camp, “It only takes a spark…” was the most popular camp 
song. “It only takes a spark to get a fire going…” What fire is growing in 
your life? A life of fear or a life of faith? Fix your eyes on Jesus, and you 
will see those huge fires of fear begin to subside, not because there’s no 
reason to worry, but because God is bigger than even your biggest concern. 
Fix your eyes on Him and feel the peace He offers, even amid challenging 
times.
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COVID-19 UPDATE

In Illinois, the current shelter-in-place order expires May 30th.  The Governor of Illinois has predicted we will enter 
Phase 3 of Restore Illinois on June 1st. The state of Illinois has established four health regions, each with the ability 
to move through the 5-phased approach independently. The four regions are: Northeast Illinois; North-Central Illinois; 
Central Illinois; and Southern Illinois. Phase 3 allows for gatherings of 10 or fewer with social distancing precautions, 
face coverings, etc. 

I have asked pastors to work with their local leaders to prepare for re-opening our churches at 10 or fewer in Phase 3 and 
50 or fewer in Phase 4. Each church will decide when it will open but must follow the state guidelines and put in place 
protocols to protect our members and guests.

As for our schools, they are closed through the end of the school year. Our educators continue to provide quality at-
home instruction. 

The Conference office staff continues to work remotely but plans to implement a staggered office schedule with safety 
protocols, like face coverings and social distancing, as soon as Phase 3 is approved. 

NEWS

Camp Akita Summer Camp.
The Illinois Conference Youth Department is currently planning for an abbreviated summer camp season. You can see 
the dates below. More information about the safety protocols that will be put in place will follow. Also, these dates are 
conditional and depend on what is happening with COVID-19 in our State at that time.  

July 12-19: Staff & Certifications Training
July 19-26: Youth Camp 1 - Ages 9-17
July 26-Aug 2: Youth Camp 2 - Ages 9-17
Aug 2-5: Camp cleanup with remaining staff

EVENTS

This past Sabbath, the Illinois Conference had its Theme Sabbath. It was a full day of music, messages, testimonies, seminars, and 
more. I want to recognize the fantastic music shared by many of our Illinois Conference members. Thank you to Erica Campos, 
Evelina Drumi, NSAA sax and brass ensemble, the Fraser family and worship team, Annelise and Isabella Tessalee, Kaitlin Ramirez, 
Revival, Destination, Adrain Amarandei, Stacy DePluzer, Ethan Hamel, Jessica and Monica Cherrington, Phillip Suvacarov, the 
Linares family, the Messiona trio, Epic worship team, Drumi family, and the Ombao family. Thank you for being a blessing and for 
using your gifts for God.

Also, I want to remind you of two events we are planning for August and September.
1. August 15th - Camp Meeting Sabbath at Camp Akita. Our speaker will be Pastor John Lomacang. Plan now to join 
us for a day of worship, music, and fellowship.
2. September 26th – Chicagoland Convocation at Hinsdale Church. Our speaker will be Elder Bill Knott, Editor of the 
Review. Again, plan now to join us on this high day of worship!  Save the date now! More information to follow.
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RESOURCES

	 Social Media 101, by Seth Pierce
 Improve your online presence as you seek to build connections for your church or ministry. This new guide 

covers: Tips for Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, and Instagram, how to create a social media plan, designing a 
content schedule, content ideas, how to encourage responses, and much more! For more information, go to: 
https://tinyurl.com/yalw3qfl

	 Heroes VBS Home Edition - Coming July 6-10
 Join NAD Children’s Ministries for a division-wide live VBS from July 6-10! This year’s program is all about 

kid heroes from the Bible. Each day’s program will include all the songs, skits, Bible stories, and activities that 
kids look forward to at VBS. Downloads and free program materials will be available on July 6th. For more 
information, go to: https://tinyurl.com/yajmvln2 

DID YOU KNOW . . .

… you can go to Restore Illinois for information on COVID-19 in Illinois: https://dph.illinois.gov/restore

“It is impossible for the soul to flourish while prayer is neglected.”  

—Ellen G. White, Steps to Christ, p. 98
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If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email please subscribe by following 
the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president

THEME SABBATH May 16 Music Program 




