
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

Esther 6:6-10
6“What should I do to honor a man who truly pleases me?” Haman 
thought to himself, “Whom would the king wish to honor more than 
me?” 

7 So he replied, “If the king wishes to honor someone, 
8 he should bring out one of the king’s own royal robes, as well as a horse 
that the king himself has ridden—one with a royal emblem on its head. 
9 Let the robes and the horse be handed over to one of the king’s most noble 
officials. And let him see that the man whom the king wishes to honor is 
dressed in the king’s robes and led through the city square on the king’s 
horse. Have the official shout as they go, ‘This is what the king does for 
someone he wishes to honor!’” 
10 “Excellent!” the king said to Haman. “Quick! Take the robes and my 
horse and do just as you have said for Mordecai the Jew, who sits at the 
gate of the palace. Leave out nothing you have suggested!”

Never fails, does it? Things are often not as they seem. About the time you 
think they cannot get worse, they do. This was certainly true for Mordecai at 
a pivotal point in the story of Esther. 

When all seems lost, it isn’t. Mordecai could have despaired at the 
situation in Persia. The king was a Gentile. He had no interest in the Jews. 
Also, the king’s closest confidant was Haman, who shamelessly hated the 
Jews. Esther was in the palace, but when the king found out she was a Jew, 
her life might be over in an instant. When all seems lost, it isn’t. 

When no one seems to notice, they do. Remember Mordecai’s courageous 
decision earlier when he heard of a conspiracy between two of the 
doorkeepers of the palace, who were plotting to kill the king? When 
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Mordecai heard of that conspiracy, he told his adopted daughter, Esther, about it. And she, being the queen, alerted the 
king. Esther had told the king that the information had come from Mordecai, yet no one ever rewarded him for his great 
act. It seemed as though no one noticed or remembered. So, Mordecai went on living his life unnoticed, unrewarded, and 
unappreciated—until this pivotal night. 

I love the first three words of 6:1, “During that night.” That’s the way it is with God. At the eleventh hour, He steps in 
and does the unexpected. When no one seems to notice and no one seems to care, He notices.

We can learn a lesson from Mordecai. Through all that happens to him, Mordecai never tries to get back at Haman. Let 
me challenge you to guard your heart as Mordecai did. When no one else notices, mark it down, God notices. When no 
one else remembers, God records it, so it won’t be forgotten. As you look to the future, remember God is in control, and 
one day, He will make all things right.

COVID-19 UPDATE

In Illinois, we are currently under a shelter-in-place order until May 30th with some modifications. Illinois Conference 
administration is working on guidelines and protocols to send out to our church pastors in preparation for re-opening our 
churches, hopefully in the near future. 

As for our schools, all Illinois Conference schools are closed through the end of the school year. Our educators continue 
to provide quality at-home instruction. As for our churches, they too remain closed, but are providing live streaming and 
virtual services.  You can see the links to all Illinois Conference virtual ministries on our Conference website at www.
ilcsda.org/live. Lastly, the Conference office staff continues to work remotely. We continue to pray for God’s guidance 
and protection for the days ahead.

NEWS

I want to announce that the Illinois Conference Youth Department is planning for an abbreviated summer camp season. You 
can see the dates below. More information about the safety protocols that will be put in place to follow. Also, these dates are 
conditional and depend on what is happening with COVID-19 in our State at that time.  

July 12-19: Staff & Certifications Training
July 19-26: Youth Camp 1 - Ages 9-17
July 26-Aug 2: Youth Camp 2 - Ages 9-17
Aug 2-5: Camp cleanup with remaining staff

EVENTS

Illinois Conference Theme Sabbath is being planned for this 
Sabbath, May 16th. It will be a full day of music, messages, 
testimonies, seminars, and more. Starting at 9:30 AM on 
our Facebook page; the home page of the Conference 
website www.ilcsda.org, and on YouTube at https://youtu.
be/1l9E45eqYJA. Make plans now to join us. 
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Also, I want to announce two events we are planning for August and September.
1. August 15th - Camp Meeting Sabbath at Camp Akita. Our speaker will be Pastor John Lomacang. Plan now   
 to join us for a day of worship, music, and fellowship.
2. September 26th – Chicagoland Convocation at Hinsdale Church. Our speaker will be Elder Bill Knott, Editor 

of the Review. Again, plan now to join us on this high day of worship!

RESOURCES

	 	Discovering Our Adventist Past by Michael Campbell
 Learn how the Seventh-day Adventist Church did not rise by accident but rather as a result of major influences 

that shaped and set the stage for the formation of the Church. Explore the Millerite Awakening, Great 
Disappointment, Sabbatarian Movement, 1888 General Conference Session, and 20th century challenges and 
mission. This iFollow Bible Sudy will inspire you with hope for God’s continued leading in the future. Purchase 
at: https://tinyurl.com/yaxnjtuh

	  For video resources, check out Adventist World Radio’s AWR360 Broadcast to Baptism at www.awr.org/videos

DID YOU KNOW . . .

…today, May 13, is National Apple Pie Day! Me neither, but it does sound tasty!

“The church may pass resolution upon resolution to put down all 
disagreement of opinions, but we cannot force the mind and will and thus 
root out disagreement. These resolutions may conceal the discord, but they 

cannot quench it and establish a perfect agreement. Nothing can perfect unity 
in the church but the spirit of Christlike forbearance.” 

Ellen G. White - Manuscript 24, 1892
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  Check out our Facebook 
page at 

Illinois Conference of  
Seventh-day Adventists.

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email please subscribe by following 
the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president


