
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

 Psalm 18:30-36

As for God, His way is perfect: The LORD’s word is flawless; He 
shields all who take refuge in Him. For who is God besides the 

LORD? And who is the Rock except our God? It is God who arms me with 
strength and keeps my way secure. He makes my feet like the feet of a deer; 
He causes me to stand on the heights. He trains my hands for battle; my 
arms can bend a bow of bronze. You make your saving help my shield, and 
Your right hand sustains me; Your help has made me great. You provide a 
broad path for my feet, so that my ankles do not give way.

God is omnipotent! God is omnipresent! God is omniscient! He is all-
powerful, all-present, all-knowing. He never makes a mistake. His way is 
perfect. His Word is flawless. Depending on how you are doing today, these 
statements may be of encouragement or may feel like empty statements. 
Maybe illness is sapping your strength, or a loved one was taken too early. 
Maybe your spouse walked away from the marriage, or your company 
downsized. Perhaps it is a child won’t come home, or this shelter-in-place 
dynamic that has led you down the path of depression. God never makes a 
mistake. Really? How can these troubles be part of God’s perfect way and 
flawless Word?

I don’t know what you are going through, nor do I know why. But God 
does. And I believe He is in control. He is not wasting your time. He is 
using hard times today to prepare you for what He wants you to do in you, 
and through you, tomorrow. Somehow, He will work everything out for 
good. You may not understand it in this life. See, the “good” may not be 
revealed until heaven. But God’s work and Word stands.
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So, how do you respond when your heart feels like breaking? Let God hold it together. He works personally with His 
loved ones. He is our source of strength. He provides security. He trains us for the challenges and sustains us with His 
power. He can be trusted. There is no one besides the Lord. There is no Rock except Him. Spend time with Him today. 
Get on your knees. Read His Word. Feel His intimate touch. He is waiting to spend time with you.

COVID-19 UPDATE

As of May 1st, the Governor of Illinois has extended the shelter-in-place order until May 30th with some modifications. 
Illinois Conference administration is working on guidelines and protocols to send out to our church pastors in preparation 
for re-opening our churches, hopefully in the near future. 

As for our schools, all Illinois Conference schools are closed through the end of the school year. Our educators continue 
to provide quality at-home instruction. 

As for our churches, they also remain closed but are providing live streaming and virtual services.  You can see the links 
to all Illinois Conference virtual ministries on our Conference website at www.ilcsda.org/live.

Lastly, the Conference office staff continues to work remotely. We continue to pray for God’s guidance and protection for 
the days ahead.

NEWS

	 We are proud to announce the latest addition to the Illinois Conference family, Nicole Zoe  
 Fus, born Saturday, May 2, 2020, to (Mom) Ivonne Bisono (Teacher at Alpine Christian   
 School, grades 2-4) and Dad Gustavo Fus. Congratulations!

	 This past weekend, May 1-3, the Illinois Conference Youth Department was pleased to 
host their first-ever Virtual Pathfinder Spring Camporee! Pathfinders participated in 
worship services and other challenges. Friday night, 1,357 people tuned in, followed by   
1,026 on Sabbath morning, 1,168 on Sabbath evening, and 1,132 on Sunday morning. 
Several of the Pathfinders participated in the Sabbath afternoon outreach challenge, which 
required them to leave encouraging notes for their communities to see; whether that was 
by writing a note in chalk on the sidewalk, or posting an encouraging message from their 
own front windows, or even taking it a step further and putting together notes to encourage 
essential workers in hospitals or police stations. Way to go, Pathfinders! Way to be 
#PathfindersStrong!
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EVENTS

Illinois Conference Theme Sabbath is being planned for May 16th. There is a full day of programming being prepared 
now that, I believe, will be a blessing to all our churches throughout the Illinois Conference. Make plans now to join us 
on that day. For more information, contact our ministerial department and see the promo video here: 
https://www.facebook.com/illinoisconferencesda/videos/689885261787093/

Also, I want to announce two events we are planning for August and September.
1. August 15th - Camp Meeting Sabbath at Camp Akita. Our speaker will be Pastor John Lomacang. Plan now to join 
us for a day of worship, music, and fellowship.
2. September 26th – Chicagoland Convocation at Hinsdale Church. Our speaker will be Elder Bill Knott, Editor of 
the Review. Again, plan now to join us on this high day of worship!

Save the date now! More information to follow.

RESOURCES

	 A Hole in the Soul, by Omar Miranda.
 Imagine you could have everything you wanted in life—wealth, power, prestige, knowledge, and more. Sounds 

pretty good, right? Now meet the wisest man on earth, King Solomon, who had all these things and more. But 
how did he regard his life’s pursuits? Meaningless, and he wasted his best years figuring this out. However, this 
doesn’t have to describe us! This iFollow Bible study explores Ecclesiastes’ focus on the only One who can fill 
this hole in every soul. Go to:  https://tinyurl.com/ydetacxz

	 Free Online Seminar on Improving Your Immunity 
 Optimize your immunity! Join leading physicians for live presentations to explore the benefits of self-restraint 

and sleep and how they are keys to reopening the world. Medical professionals can also earn free CME credits. 
AWR360 hosts this event, along with the North American Division, and the General Conference Health Ministries 
Department. Learn more at: https://awr.org/health

DID YOU KNOW . . .

… on May 16th, the Illinois Conference will be having two all-day mini-virtual convocations? One in Spanish and one in 
English. Stay tuned for more information!

“It is not earthly rank, nor birth, nor nationality, nor religious privilege, 
which proves that we are members of the family of God; it is love, a love that 

embraces all humanity.”  

—Ellen G. White, Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, p. 75
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If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email please subscribe by following 
the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president

  Check out our Facebook 
page at 

Illinois Conference of  
Seventh-day Adventists.


