
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“Now I know that there is no God in all the world except in Israel. So 
please accept a gift from your servant.” 2 Kings 5:15

Naaman is on a journey. He is seeking healing from leprosy, a dreaded 
disease, that surely means death during that time in history. He has been 
told that Israel, and their God, Yahweh, have the power to heal him. First, 
he goes to the king of Israel, but that king is not the source of healing. Then, 
the prophet, Elisha, hears about this visitor from a foreign land and invites 
the king to send Naaman to him.

You may know the story. Naaman is an important man, a commander, a man 
of wealth, and stature. So, Naaman arrives at the house of Elisha, expecting 
to get a royal welcome and healing from the prophet himself. But instead, a 
servant comes out and tells him to wash seven times in the Jordan River…
which is not much of a river to look at.

Naaman’s expectations almost derail his pilgrimage. Generals do not expect 
to take orders from others, especially from the servant of a prophet! But, in 
this critical moment, Naaman’s servants redirect his path. These unnamed 
servants respectfully challenge Naaman not to turn away from an “ordinary 
task” when he would have willingly done a much more difficult thing. And 
Naaman wisely listens to these servants, humbles himself, and dips into the 
Jordan River.

Naaman obeys, and he is healed, and a journey that began with an unnamed 
servant girl from Israel, ends with Naaman testifying that there is no God in 
the whole world except the God of Israel. What a testimony!

I love this story. I remember my mom reading it to me as a child. I 
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remember her telling me that Naaman’s unnamed servants are ordinary people, whom God uses for his extraordinary 
purposes. Because of their words, a follower of God is “born again” in the waters of the Jordan. 

We don’t know the rest of the story, but I am reminded that God has a way of working through unlikely situations and 
improbable people. The key is to be open to His leading. How might God intend to use you today?

COVID-19 UPDATE

The latest COVID-19 update from the Governor of Illinois is that the shelter-in-place order has been extended until May 
30th. As I have shared before, all Illinois Conference schools are closed until the end of the school year. Our educators 
continue to provide quality at-home instruction. 

As for our churches, they also remain closed but are providing live streaming and virtual services.  You can see the links 
to all Illinois Conference virtual ministries on our Conference website at www. ilcsda.org/live

Lastly, the Conference office staff continues to work remotely. We continue to pray for God’s guidance and protection for 
the days ahead.

NEWS

	 Tomorrow is Janoa Gilman’s last day of work in the office. She has been serving as an   
 assistant in our treasury department. We thank Janoa for her good work and ministry and pray  
 God will bless her and her family moving forward.

	 In the next week or so, Illinois Conference administration will be deciding on summer camp at Camp Akita.   
 Several options are being considered. Stay tuned for an announcement shortly.

EVENTS

Illinois Conference Theme Sabbath is being planned for May 16th. There is a full day of programming being prepared 
that I believe will be a blessing to all our churches throughout the Illinois Conference. Make plans now to join us on that 
day. For more information, contact our ministerial department.

Also, I want to announce two events we are planning for August and September.
1. August 15th - Camp Meeting Sabbath at Camp Akita. Our speaker will be Pastor John Lomacang. Plan now to 

join us for a day of worship, music, and fellowship.
2. September 26th – Chicagoland Convocation at Hinsdale Church. Our speaker will be Elder Bill Knott, Editor of 

the Review. Again, plan now to join us on this high day of worship!

Save the date now! More information to follow.
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RESOURCES

	 Unhooked DVD Series on Sale for $9.99. This series was created by NAD Health Ministries. It is a series 
focusing on common addictions and unhealthy behaviors. Hear survivors tell their stories, clinical experts explain 
behaviors and treatment options, and pastors point to Jesus who brings emotional and spiritual strength. If you are 
fighting an addiction or if you are interested in learning more to support a loved one, this program will bring you 
the understanding and tools you need. Order now because supplies are limited! This offer is good through Friday, 
May 1 at: https://tinyurl.com/y7hulb9u

	 Grief Sessions - a Facebook Live Series with Mike Tucker.
 We are experiencing increased social isolation, combined with unprecedented moments of grief. Mike Tucker, the 

host of Lifestyle Magazine, invites you to join “The Grief Sessions” on Facebook Live. Starting on Friday, April 
24, at 7:30 PM EST, Tucker will lead six weekly sessions filled with Bible-centered, research-based, people-
proven ways to turn loss into living again. 

	 No More Excuses, by Dr. Mable Dunbar & Colin Dunbar 
 No More Excuses shows how to respond to people in abusive situations. Read this book to gain a better 

understanding of the effects of domestic violence and learn how to help those whose relationships create this kind 
of suffering. No More Excuses is on sale now for just $5 at: https://tinyurl.com/y9m66qk4

DID YOU KNOW . . .

… the average U.S. household has 300,000 things in it? Maybe this shelter-in-place time should be used to change that. =)

“Unceasing PRAYER is the unbroken union of the soul with God, so that life 
from God flows into our life; and from our life, purity and holiness flow back 

to God.”  

—Ellen G. White, Steps to Christ, p. 98
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If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email please subscribe by following 
the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president
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