
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“Render unto Caesar what is Caesar’s; and render unto God what is 
God’s.” Matt 22:21

Today is Tax Day. Most years, our taxes are due on April 15th. But 
when the 15th falls on a Sunday, the deadline becomes Monday, April 16th. 
This year, the tax deadline has been extended because of the coronavirus.

But did you know April 16th also marks another day that some Americans 
celebrate? It is called Tax Freedom Day. In other words, it is the day of 
the year Americans must theoretically work until to pay their taxes for the 
current year. After the 16th, money earned during the year will remain with 
each worker, as the tax burden for the nation will have been satisfied for the 
year. But there’s a problem that may extend that day in the future. More and 
more, we are losing tax payments to the government through the increased 
challenge of cheating. 

It’s no secret that as long as there have been taxes, there has been tax 
avoidance. We even see evidence of this back in the Bible. A story is told 
in Luke about a wealthy tax collector named Zacchaeus. We are told that 
he was a short man and wanted to see what all the commotion was about 
as Jesus was entering the city. He ran ahead and climbed up in a fig tree. 
As Jesus passed by, He called Zacchaeus to come down out of the tree. 
Jesus ended up having dinner at the house of Zacchaeus, and of course, this 
angered many of the Jewish scholars, teachers, and rabbis who did not think 
that Jesus should be dining with a blatant sinner. Zacchaeus repented and 
gave half of his wealth to the poor, further claiming that he would make 
restitution of 4 to 1 should he be found guilty of cheating anyone. It was a 
real turning point in his life. 
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Another time, Jesus was asked about whether it was right to pay taxes to Caesar. He asked whose picture was on a coin 
and ended up giving us one of the most memorable quotes in the Bible, from Matt 22:21, “Render unto Caesar what is 
Caesar’s; and render unto God what is God’s.”

That’s kind of what this day is all about. The truth of the matter is that God instituted the idea of governments. 
Furthermore, we are to honor and follow our elected leaders. My commitment today is to be faithful to God first with the 
tithe he asks of me, and then to be faithful to the other people God calls me to follow. 

COVID-19 UPDATE

We continue to abide by the Illinois “Stay-at-Home” Executive Order. The Conference Office building along with our 
churches and schools, will continue to remain closed until at least April 30th.

NEWS

	 THIS COMING SUNDAY! Adventurer Fun Day LIVE!
 

Event Description:  Each year, the youth department hosts an annual Adventurer Fun Day in both the northern  
and southern parts of our state. But since we’re all sheltering in place right now, we’ve decided to bring Fun Day  
right into the living rooms of all of our Illinois Adventurers! Welcome to Adventure Fun Day LIVE! We will have 
a Bible story, an object lesson, games, and crafts all centered around our 2020 theme: The Armor of God. All 
adventurers and their families are welcome, and they can even share the link with a non-adventurer friend. Each 
person that registers will receive a commemorative button, free of charge!
 Date: April 19, 2020
 Location: Streamed via Facebook Live
 Time: 11 am
 Register: www.ilcsda.org/youth

	 We are planning a Conference-wide Sabbath for May 16th. This will be a Sabbath to focus on our Conference   
 Theme, Knowing Jesus Intimately, and the mission God has given us to “Go and make disciples of all nations…”   
 More information to follow.

	 I am very thankful for our pastors and churches who have pretty seamlessly made the move to digital ministry/live   
 streaming. Currently, 46 of our 52 pastors are present online. You can find the links at the Illinois Conference   
 website at: www.ilcsda.org/live

	 This Sabbath, our Hispanic Ministries Department will be   
 providing an all-day Sabbath virtual experience, “Maraton   
 de Adoracion.” The theme? The Second Coming of Jesus. It will   
 be available on the Illinois Conference Hispanic Facebook page at:
 www.facebook.com/ilchispanic, from 9:30a-7:30p.
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RESOURCES

	 Praying Along the Way, by Doris Burdick. 
 If you are feeling overwhelmed by all that’s happening in the world today, try Praying Along the Way. This 

prayer journal is a reminder that we can talk personally with God like we would with a friend. This book features 
24 original free-verse prayer poems, beautiful artwork for coloring, and pages for journaling your daily prayer 
experience. For more information, go to: https://tinyurl.com/vw3o8pr

	 	Need Activities Adventurers Can Do at Home? We’ve got some ideas for you! Click below for our top four 
suggestions. https://tinyurl.com/ucaxalb

DID YOU KNOW . . .

…the Bible has been translated into 698 languages?

“Christ died to purchase salvation for us. He was raised for our justification, 
and He ever lives to make intercession for us. His life and death bring 

salvation to every believing child of God. By His death we are reconciled to 
God; by His life, as it is wrought out in our life, we shall be saved. We may be 
poor in temporal things, but we are rich in the treasure that endures forever. 
We have the deeds to an immortal inheritance, the title papers to a life that 

measures with the life of God.”  

—Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times, June 17, 1903 
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If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email please subscribe by following 
the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president
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