
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“Moses said to the Lord, “You have been telling me, ‘Lead these 
people,’ but you have not let me know whom you will send with me. 
You have said, ‘I know you by name and you have found favor with 
me.’ If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may know 

you and continue to find favor with you. Remember that this nation is your 
people.” The Lord replied, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give 
you rest.” Then Moses said to Him, “If your Presence does not go with us, 
do not send us up from here.” Exodus 33:11-15 

In Exodus, Moses prayed, “Lord, teach me your ways.” And, his prayer 
was answered: “He made known His ways unto Moses, His acts unto the 
children of Israel.” Psalm 103:7. The text says He made known His ways to 
Moses. He made known His acts or His actions. Moses knew God in a way 
the rest of the people didn’t. The rest of the people saw the works of God, 
but Moses knew the ways of God. They knew about God, but Moses knew 
God intimately. 

One of the challenges we have as His followers is that many know about 
God, but few know Him intimately. How sad it will be in the resurrection to 
meet a God face to face that we have not known heart to heart. God says He 
will provide rest to those who know Him intimately. 

Verse 14 says, “My presence shall go with you, and I will give you rest.” 
See, if you only know God casually, if you only see God outwardly, you will 
never have rest. As a matter of fact, you will constantly be pushing the panic 
button and living with fear. The children of Israel were constantly frenetic, 
worried, and murmuring. They saw the works of God. They saw God do His 
miracles. They saw Him open the Red Sea, give manna in the wilderness, 
and provide water out of a rock. You’d think they would have had a heart 
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full of rest, but they were continually murmuring. They didn’t know the ways of God. All they knew were the works of 
God. 

There is nothing that will bring rest to your troubled soul like an intimate relationship with God, knowing Jesus 
intimately. See, Moses knew God because he spoke to Him face to face. You won’t know God merely by studying about 
Him. You will only know Him by spending time with Him face to face. You cannot love a person until you know his 
ways, and you cannot know his ways until you spend time with him. That’s what a quiet time is all about. 

This is our theme this year in the Illinois Conference: Knowing Jesus Intimately. That’s why on Sabbath, May 16th, 
we will have a Conference-wide Sabbath to focus on this theme that brings hope and assurance in the challenges of life. 
The more you know Jesus intimately, the easier it will be to live with full confidence that He is with us and He will not 
forsake us in times of need.

COVID-19 UPDATE

As “Stay-at-Home” Executive Orders increase across the country, we urge you to continue to abide by the mandates of 
government and health agencies. As difficult as it may be, please practice social distancing. It is suggested you wear a 
mask if you go outside, and to wash your hands vigorously upon returning indoors. Maintain a healthy diet that includes 
ample amounts of water, a good night’s sleep, and do not neglect to exercise.  May God continue to protect each one of 
our members.

Keeping with the order of the Governor, the Illinois Conference Office, and our churches and schools will continue 
to remain closed until at least April 30th.

NEWS

	  We are planning a Conference-wide Sabbath on May 16th to focus on our Conference Theme, Knowing Jesus   
  Intimately, and the mission God has given us to “Go and make disciples of all nations…” More information to   
 follow.

	 I am very thankful for our pastors and churches who have pretty seamlessly made the move to digital    
 ministry/live streaming. Currently, 46 of our 52 pastors are present online. You can find the links at the Illinois   
 Conference website at: www.ilcsda.org/live 

	 Congratulations to David and Kelly Kokiong on the birth of  
 their first child, Isaac David Kokiong, born April 6, 2020,  
 at 7:48p. Please lift David, Kelly, and Isaac in your prayers as  
 they enter into this new journey together. 
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RESOURCES

	 	People are asking how can I give online? And, “Can someone show me how?” Our Illinois Conference website 
has an Adventist Giving tutorial available to watch. Go to: www.ilcsda.org/giving 

	 	SPECIAL OFFER: Free Help! I’m a Parent Book and DVD Set!
 Are you looking for a little extra help as you adjust to your family’s new normal during COVID-19? We’ve got 

a FREE OFFER just for you! This Help! I’m a Parent set includes a book and DVD full of tips for parents and 
guardians of kids ages 8-12. Chapters cover study skills, peer pressure and bullying, puberty, healthy habits, and 
more. https://tinyurl.com/yyg3bwx6

 
 NOTE: Sets are free, and customers are only responsible for paying shipping costs. Order now because supplies 

are limited! 

DID YOU KNOW . . .

…the world record for skipping stones on a pond is 51? It is held by Russ “Rock Bottom” Bryars. (Did you love 
skimming stones when you were a kid? I did!)

“We want to have fresh in our memory every tear the Lord has wiped from 
our eyes, every pain he has soothed, every anxiety removed, every fear 

dispelled, every want supplied, every mercy bestowed, and thus strengthen 
ourselves for all that is before us through the remainder of our pilgrimage. 
We cannot but look onward to new perplexities in the coming conflict, but 
we may look on what is past as well as what is to come, and say, hitherto 

hath the Lord helped us. ‘As thy days, so shall thy strength be.’ Deuteronomy 
33:25. The trial will not exceed the strength which shall be given us to bear 
it. Then let us take up our work just where we find it, believing that nothing 

can come but that strength will come proportionate to the trial.”  

- Ellen G. White, Gospel Workers 92, Pages 374
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If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email please subscribe by following 
the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president

  Check out our Facebook 
page at 

Illinois Conference of  
Seventh-day Adventists.


