
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“Now therefore, I pray, if I have found grace in Your sight, show me 
now Your way, that I may know You and that I may find grace in Your 
sight.” Exodus 33:13

Our Conference theme this year is Knowing Jesus Intimately. Even though 
this is our desire, we often struggle with this, sometimes because of the 
way we approach God. We often go to God looking for rewards, or we’re 
constantly asking Him for things. Now, I’m not saying that we shouldn’t 
go to God with our cares and burdens. In fact, He tells us in 1 Peter 5:7 to 
tell Him about our concerns because He cares so much for us. But if you 
want to know God, there is another prayer He wants to hear from you. It’s a 
prayer like the one we hear Moses pray in Exodus 33:13.  I think it is one of 
the greatest prayers in all of Scripture:

“Now therefore, I pray, if I have found grace in Your sight, show me now 
Your way, that I may know You and that I may find grace in Your sight.”

Moses didn’t just say, “Come with us, God,” he said, “Show me Your way 
because, God, I want to know You.” And then Moses added to it in Exodus 
33:18,  “Please, show me Your glory.” The Hebrew word for “glory” 
literally means “weight, mass, or substance.” What Moses is saying is, 
“God, I want to know what You’re made of. I don’t just want to know about 
You. I want to know You. I want to know who You are.”

The word that Moses used when he said he wanted to know God is the same 
word that’s used in Genesis 4:1, where it says, “Adam knew Eve his wife.” 
Moses is requesting to have the most personal, intimate relationship with 
God. He wants to draw close to God. I believe prayers like that touch the 
heart of God because not too many people pray them!
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 This is my desire for my life and yours. I think we can all know God in a personal and intimate way, just like Moses did, 
the way Paul did, the way Abraham did, and even Paul cried out in Philippians 3:10, “that I may know Him and the power 
of His resurrection.” 

Life is about knowing God! So, let me challenge you today to pray a prayer like this:
“God, show me who You are. I’m not coming with a request. I’ve got a long list, but I’ll leave it outside the door for now. 
God, I’m just coming to You because I want to know You. I just want to make Your heart happy. I want to make You 
smile. God, show me Your ways.” Doing this will delight the heart of God! And you’ll be surprised at some of the things 
that begin to happen within your life when you pray this prayer. Because I truly believe God is crying out, saying, “Oh, 
that they walk in My ways!” 

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT . . . 

. . . Illinois Conference Youth Department. On Sunday, March 8th, they hosted their annual Northern Area Pathfinder 
Honors Academy at the West Central Church. 360 Pathfinders, staff, and visitors, were able to complete 31 honors. The 
Pathfinders had a chance to learn about cooking in a Dutch oven, small mammals, carpentry, viruses, hot air balloons, 
and so much more. They even got to build Pinewood Derby Cars that they’ll have the chance to race at our PF Spring 
Camporee in May! Way to go!

CONFERENCE THEME SABBATHS 

As I mentioned above, the Illinois Conference theme for 2020 is Knowing Jesus Intimately. We have set aside two 
Sabbath this year to focus on our Conference Theme. The two Sabbaths are May 16 and October 17! Please make plans 
now to focus on our theme these two Sabbaths and to ask our Heavenly Father to help to walk closer with Him each day! 

NEWS

	 Did you know that you can participate in 100 Days of Prayer for the General Conference Session. It begins on March 
27th and goes to July 4th. For more information, go to: www.revivalandreformation.org/100days   

  
	 If you would like to see the Illinois Conference statement regarding COVID-19, you can do so on our website at: 

https://www.ilcsda.org
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	 I want to announce Katerina Sokolies has been hired to be the new Illinois Conference receptionist and flex 
secretary! Welcome to the Illinois Conference office staff, Katerina!

RESOURCES

	 	Remember the exciting mission stories that captured your imagination as a child? They are still happening today. 
Here is just a taste of what you can watch: Trading Guns for God at www.awr.org/rebels or Taking BOLD Stand 
at www.awr.org/wisam. Get ready to watch videos of modern-day miracles happening around the world through 
AWR360 Broadcast to Baptism.

	  In his famous speech, General Douglas MacArthur boldly declared, “I shall return.” Having left the Japanese-
occupied Philippines, MacArthur’s words brought hope to a captive people. Two thousand years earlier, Jesus made 
the same promise to a world held captive in sin: “I will come again!” Join John Bradshaw on location on Corregidor 
Island in the Philippines and learn what the Bible says about the Second Coming of Jesus. Watch this week’s episode 
on: www.itiswrittentv/return

DID YOU KNOW . . .

. . . that Finland is ranked the happiest country in the world? The top 5 include Denmark, Norway, Iceland, and the 
Netherlands.

“Sir, my concern is not whether God is on our side; my greatest concern is to 
be on God’s side, for God is always right.”  

– Abraham Lincoln
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  Check out our Facebook 
page at 

Illinois Conference of  
Seventh-day Adventists.

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email please subscribe by following 
the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president


