
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“Press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in 
Christ Jesus.” Philippians 3:14

The theme in the Illinois Conference in 2020 is “Knowing Jesus 
Intimately.” I am a firm believer that no matter where you are in your walk 
with Christ, you can always grow a deeper relationship with Him. Whether 
you’re already passionate about Jesus or know Him only on a surface level, 
it is wise to do as Paul urged—to “press on toward the goal for the prize of 
the upward call of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:14). To get started this year, 
I want to suggest these six steps:

1. Study Scripture. No one can know God apart from His Word since He 
speaks to us through it, revealing who He is and what He does.
2. Be willing to spend time alone with the Father in prayer, meditation, and 
worship. One of the main reasons Christians don’t have a close relationship 
with Jesus is that they’re unwilling to invest the time needed to know Him 
better.
3. Trust God with everything because everything belongs to Him. The depth 
of any relationship depends on the level of trust.
4. Obey Him. As we take each step of obedience, the Lord will reveal more 
of Himself.
5. Observe how Christ works in your life. By paying attention to how the 
Lord operates, you’ll become familiar with His ways and goals, and you 
will see Him more clearly, which will increase your faith.
6. Make Jesus your top priority. Be willing to lay aside anything that 
competes with your loyalty and devotion to Him.

Knowing Christ intimately is possible for all believers. The key is 
persistence, so forget past failures and press on. Find an example to follow. 
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My mother’s relationship with Jesus was the inspiration for my journey of intimacy with Christ. I knew that if she had 
that kind of relationship with Jesus, so could I. I invite you to make this a priority this year too! May God bless you each 
of you as you journey with Him.

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT . . . METRO EAST ADVENTIST SCHOOL 
AND GEORGE WINDHAM

. . . George Windham has leveled and prepared the playground surface area at the school, making it ready for the cement 
to be poured. Thank you, George, for your continued dedication!

NEWS

	 This past weekend, the Illinois Conference Youth Department held the 2020 Conference Level Pathfinder Bible 
Experience at the Richland Bridge SDA Church in Chillicothe. There were about 150 people in attendance, with 
76 of those attendees being Pathfinders, and a special guest appearance by our Conference Ministerial Director, 
Pete Braman! 13 teams had advanced to Conference level after studying the books of Ezra, Nehemiah, Hosea, 
Jonah, Amos, and Micah. Unfortunately, only 12 participated due to one team not attending because a few of the 
team members were sick. Of those 12 participating clubs, five teams took 1st place, three teams took 2nd place, 
and four teams took 3rd place. I am very proud of our Illinois Pathfinders, and am praying for many blessings as 
they prepare for the next level of testing in 2 weeks at Andrews University!

 
 1st Place Teams
 Brazilian Club Gideon’s Army
 Downers Grove Detectives
 Fox Valley Maranatha
 Hinsdale Fil-Am Challengers “Minor Prophets”
 Hinsdale Fil-Am Challengers “Return of the Jews”
 
 2nd Place Teams
 Elgin Explorers
 Fairmont City Cahokians “Team 1”
 Maranatha Eben-Ezer
 
 3rd Place Teams
 Fairmont City Cahokians “Team 2”
 Joliet Hispanic Creyentes de Jesús “Team B”
 Los ángeles guardianes de Palatine “Team 1”
 Thompsonville Truthseekers
 
 Next Level of testing: Union Level PBE. Date: 3/21/2020 at Andrews University.
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CORRECTION  

Last week, we congratulated HAA spelling bee champion, “Elliott Lee!” Correction, his name is Elliott Kim! 
Congratulations, Elliott Kim!



	 Adventist World Church president calls for prayer regarding the coronavirus covid-19 worldwide developments. 
Ted N.C. Wilson assures members that leadership is seeking God’s guidance and direction regarding the 2020 
General Conference Session in Indianapolis, Indiana. Read more at: https://tinyurl.com/tdxured 

RESOURCES

	 	Communication Handbook. Edited by Celeste Ryan Blyden
 Need guidelines and practical tips on how to write and edit news articles, take great photos, and use social media, 

video, branding, and public and media relations to tell your organization’s story? In this compilation of articles, 
experienced communicators offer help with quick tips, ideas, lessons learned, and words of wisdom—all to help 
you achieve your goals for effectiveness with excellence. To purchase, go to: https://tinyurl.com/vr94ug9

	  Heroes!
 This new VBS from the Children’s Ministries Department is all about kid heroes in the Bible! Kids will meet heroes, 

including Samuel, Miriam, and Rhoda, and learn how they can make a big difference in small ways. The starter kit 
includes everything you need to start planning your program. Learn more at: https://www.adventistvbs.org

DID YOU KNOW . . .

. . . that every Friday at 6:30 am, the Illinois Conference Prayer Team gathers to pray?  If you would like to join in or share 
your prayer requests, call the prayer line. The number is 774-220-4000: when prompted enter code 520329#.

“If you only pray when you’re in trouble, you’re in trouble.” 

– Anonymous
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  Check out our Facebook 
page at 

Illinois Conference of  
Seventh-day Adventists.

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email please subscribe by following 
the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president


