
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

Romans 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the 
power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to 
the Jew, then to the Gentile.”

We are coming to the end of Black History Month. Over the last few weeks, 
in classrooms around the country, children have been learning about famous 
African Americans and their contributions to our culture. Unfortunately, 
most are not also learning about the Christian faith of these men and women 
and how it motivated their lives and work.

I think of Sojourner Truth, who is often identified as a women’s rights 
advocate and abolitionist. But, overlooked is the source of Sojourner’s 
devotion to human rights, her commitment to Jesus Christ. “The Lord gave me 
the name Sojourner,” she declared, “because I was to travel up and down the 
land, showing people their sins, and being a sign unto them.” At age 88, her 
dying words were, “Follow the Lord Jesus.”

I think of Rosa Parks. Many people know the story of this seamstress who 
helped ignite the modern civil rights movement, but fewer people know 
of Parks devout Christian faith and that it was her faith that gave her the 
strength to do what she did that day in 1955. “Since I have always been a 
strong believer in God,” she says, “I knew that He was with me, and only 
He could get me through that next step,” that is, refusing to give up her seat 
on a bus to a white man.

I think of Jackie Robinson’s quiet dignity in the face of racial bigotry on the 
ball field. But many don’t realize the source of Robinson’s ability to turn the 
other cheek: It was his faith in Jesus Christ. During his ten years with the 
Dodgers, he endured racist remarks, death threats, and unfair calls by umpires. 
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But Robinson’s faith helped him keep his anger in check. Every night, he got on his knees and prayed for self-control.

I think of George Washington Carver, who was a chemist and agronomist. Born a slave in 1860, Carver rose to become 
director of agricultural research at Tuskegee University in Alabama. He is remembered for developing 118 derivative 
products from sweet potatoes and 300 from peanuts. But, go to his name in the history books, and you’ll find very little 
reference to the essential aspect of his life: how his faith in God inspired his creativity. “I didn’t make these discoveries,” 
Carver once said. “God has only worked through me to reveal to His children some of His wonderful providence.”

Stories like these are a reminder of what a central role the Christian faith has played in the lives of many great Americans. 
They remind me of the need to reclaim our Christian heritage from those who seem intent on deleting it from history 
books. So, I want to invite you to make sure your children learn about the abiding faith of Sojourner Truth, Rosa Parks, 
Jackie Robinson, George Washington Carver, and others. Our children must know the importance of faith yesterday, 
today, and into the future.

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT . . . PASTOR 
DAVID OCEGUERA

. . . Pastor David is the senior pastor of the Bolingbrook Church and was invited by 
the North American Division to present at the eHuddle Conference on evangelism 
this week. Pastor David spoke about Bolingbrook Church doing outreach to the 
Village of Bolingbrook and how this is building relationships in the community! 
Well done, Pastor David! 

NEWS

 Safety Sabbath: One Sabbath. One drill. A safer church. All churches throughout North America are encouraged to
hold an annual safety drill during Safety Sabbath®. The official date of the next Safety Sabbath® is March 28, 2020.
Sign up here to get information for Safety Sabbath® 2020.

 It is Black History month - Watch “Rights & Wrongs.” In the 1960s, the civil rights movement made history
as Americans took a stand against racial injustice. Join John Bradshaw on location in Selma, Alabama, as he
examines the atrocities committed there and the bravery of those who stepped up to do what was right, even when
it cost them their lives. To watch, go to: https://tinyurl.com/tdtetsx

 Check out Hinsdale Adventist Academy on Instagram, “Congratulations to our school spelling bee champion, Elliot
Lee!” Go to: https://tinyurl.com/w5w83d

RESOURCES

 	LINK Bible Studies. This site features easy-to-understand online Bible studies that cover 28 of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church’s beliefs. [truth]LINK is a unique Bible study experience that clarifies doctrine while showing
how God’s love is central to every biblical truth.
Learn more at: https://truthlink.org
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https://lakeunion.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1aff36c2ac2f8f90de3fa1a29&id=38c5a3e2e6&e=d879196c1c


	 	The Forgiveness Formula, by Roberta Fish. Forgiveness is at the center of our faith. But what does it mean to 
forgive? Does it mean forgetting any wrongdoings, accepting an apology, reconciling, and moving on? What does 
it look like in real life? The Forgiveness Formula offers many insights on developing a spirit of forgiveness and 
putting it into practice.  For more info, go to: https://tinyurl.com/vjnvjb8

DID YOU KNOW . . .

. . . The celebration of Black History Month began as “Negro History Week,” which was created in 1926 by Carter G. 
Woodson, a noted African American historian, scholar, educator, and publisher. It became a month-long celebration in 1976.

“You can’t love those you don’t know and 
can’t change someone you don’t love.” 

– This was on a church sign I saw this week.
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If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email please subscribe by following 
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