
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

It’s that time of year again. This Friday is Valentine’s Day. Did you 
forget? In our country, Valentine’s Day is known for red hearts, pink 
roses, balloons, cards, candy, and animals that sing songs of love. 
The store shelves overflow with symbols of love. And, it seems like 

getting ready for Valentine’s Day begins the day after New Year’s. Do you 
know that more roses are sold on that day than any other day in the year? It 
is the day that people show their love for someone special. 

Most mothers and wives hope to receive a loving memento, perhaps dinner 
at a nice restaurant, or to have a meal cooked for them. It is a great occasion 
to express love and appreciation for any of your loved ones, but it is just 
as important to show little acts of kindness the other 364 days of the year. 
It means a lot when family and friends want to spend time with you, share 
a meal, or just talk. God tells us in His Word how much He loves us. He 
promises never to leave or forsake us, to answer us when we call, day or 
night. He never slumbers nor sleeps. We need to tell Him how much we love 
Him 365 days a year as well.

Flowers will die. Candy gets eaten. Balloons will pop. Stuffed animals may 
stop singing. Cards may get lost or thrown away, but the love that is shared 
with one another, and God’s love for us will never pass away. “Though 
the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet My unfailing love 
for you will not be shaken nor my covenant of peace be removed, says the 
LORD, who has compassion on you.” (Isaiah 54:10)

May you find little ways to show some acts of kindness to those you love 
before and after Valentine’s Day this year. And, may you remember that an 
all-knowing God and merciful Savior loves you.
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CHURCH VISIT

This past Sabbath, I had the opportunity to preach at our Cicero Hispanic SDA 
Church. The church was celebrating the renovation of their church and desire to 
grow. It was my pleasure to be present and take part in a prayer for the community 
and ribbon-cutting ceremony. Thank you to Pastor Miguel Ramos, and his wife, 
Brenda, for all their good work. 

ILLINOIS CONFERENCE THEME

If you have not heard, the Illinois Conference Theme for the year 2020 is Knowing Jesus Intimately. You can watch a 
short video message about it at: https://www.ilcsda.org/administration/president/presidents-video-fyi/item/25

I want to invite each church and church member to focus on ways you can get to know Jesus more intimately in 2020. 
Make this year a transformational year in your life and the life of your family. Commit to making prayer your top priority. 
Spend time in God’s Word daily. You won’t regret it!

 NEWS

	 This past Saturday, we held our annual Northern Area Pathfinder Synergy on the old Broadview Academy campus. 
With an attendance count of almost 550 pathfinders, staff, and visitors, this was the biggest turn out we have had to 
date. Two extraordinary things to mention was that there was over 50 Master Guides, and several more Master Guide 
candidates present, which was exciting because they are trying to grow the Master Guide program in the Conference. 
Also, they introduced a new element to the afternoon program which was called the “Outreach Hour.” During that 
time, the pathfinders were able to be a part of putting together several packages of love, hope, and healing for their 
communities. Those packages included glow tracks, hygiene kits for the homeless, cards of encouragement, and 
other items. The pathfinders participated in an afternoon Talent Show and showcased the gifts and talents God has 
blessed them with for His honor and glory. I am grateful for all of our Area Coordinators and our assistants to the area 
coordinators. They helped to make this event smooth, efficient, and fun! 

	 Today, our Conference Executive Committee met and discussed various items, including the approval of our 2020 
Conference budget. One of our challenges is our tithe in the Illinois Conference has remained flat while expenses 
continue to increase. To provide a balanced budget, we will be making some personnel adjustments in the Illinois 
Conference Office, at our schools, and in the pastoral field. More on this after we have had conversations with the 
individuals and churches affected. 
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	 This weekend, February 14-16, the Lake Union Conference will be hosting the Union Youth Evangelism Congress. I 
know we will be well represented by our Illinois Conference Youth. To learn more or register, go to: 

 https://www.lucyouth.org

RESOURCES

	 	Free resources for youth Sabbath School leaders!  Are you looking for help leading youth Sabbath School? Check 
out Youth Sabbath School Ideas, a free resource from the NAD Youth Ministries Department. Each week you 
will find lesson helps featuring opening activities, lesson study options, application ideas, and more. Sign up for 
weekly emails to stay up to date with the latest lesson resources! For more information, go to: 

 https://tinyurl.com/uqkzuyh

DID YOU KNOW . . .

. . . About 55% of Americans celebrate Valentine’s Day and spend an estimated $19.6 billion a year, including more 
than $1.8 billion on candy alone. This year specifically, men say they expect to spend $338 on Valentine’s Day. And the 
women? Just $64. Hmmm… 

“How did it happen that their lips came together? How does it happen that 
birds sing, that snow melts, that the rose unfolds, that the dawn whitens 

behind the stark shapes of trees on the quivering summit of the hill? A kiss, 
and all was said.”  

– Victor Hugo

  Check out our Facebook 
page at 

Illinois Conference of  
Seventh-day Adventists.

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email please subscribe by following 
the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president
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