
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever 
state I am, to be content: I know how to be abased, and I know how 
to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be 
full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can do all 

things through Christ who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:11-13).

How is your patience these days? It is easy to be impatient. Whether you 
are stuck behind a slow driver on a one-lane road, or counting down the 
hours to a particular event, or realizing that something you’ve been looking 
forward to has been postponed. Waiting can be difficult.

But, I am reminded of what Paul says in Philippians 4:11. He says he has 
learned to be content in any and every situation – “everywhere and in all 
things.” The Greek word for “content” here literally means “independent of 
others, having sufficiency in one’s self” – but Paul is referring to one’s new 
self in Christ because only God can teach the ability to be content. Paul says 
he has learned to be content in the good and the bad, in the times of plenty 
and the times of want, because he can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens him. 

I think the keyword here is that Paul learned, and I believe we can learn as 
well.  See, being content does not necessarily mean being resigned to the 
fact that you might not get what you want; it means being willing to let God 
teach you and work through you wherever you are at the moment. I have 
learned that when I start to get impatient or start wishing some area of my 
life would just hurry up, to remind myself what God says in Jeremiah 29:11, 
that he has a plan and purpose for those who follow Him. God’s timetable 
does not necessarily match up with ours, because there are lessons He wants 
to teach us in each season of life. 
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I have been learning this all my life, that with His help, I can be content, and you can learn too. Don’t be so busy wishing 
for a different situation that you miss what Jesus has in store for you right here and now – lean on the strength of God 
and let Him teach you what it means to be content in all things. Wherever you are now, remember that God has a purpose 
and a plan for this season. Through Christ, who gives us strength, we can do all things, and that includes learning to be 
content.

ILLINOIS CONFERENCE THEME

If you have not heard, the Illinois Conference Theme for the year 2020 is Knowing Jesus Intimately. You can watch a 
short video message about it at: https://www.ilcsda.org/administration/president/presidents-video-fyi/item/25

I want to invite each church and church member to focus on ways you can get to know Jesus more intimately in 2020. 
Make this year a transformational year in your life and the life of your family. Commit to making prayer your top priority. 
Spend time in God’s Word daily. You won’t regret it!

LAST CALL - SEVEN CHURCHES OF REVELATION TRIP, March 22-April 1. 

The trip was FULL, but two people have backed out, so there are 
TWO spots left. If you were thinking about it and you missed out, here 
is your second chance. Sign up now. The highlights include Istanbul, 
Turkey, the seven churches mentioned in the book of Revelation (which 
are found in both Turkey and Greece), Athens, Greece, and a three-day 
cruise with stops on the Greek isles of Patmos, Crete, and Santorini. 
(We will be on Patmos on Sabbath). For more information and the 
registration form, please visit the home page of the Illinois Conference 
website: www.ilcsda.org. Scroll down through the details to the links 
to the forms and documents at the end. To enroll, send your application 
directly to Gospel Travel. If you have any questions, contact Wanda 
Martinez at 919-577-0043.

 NEWS

	 We held our Northern and Southern Area Level Pathfinder Bible Experience (PBE) events this past Saturday at HAA 
here in Chicagoland and at Thompsonville SDA Church down south. We had 16 total teams participating, which 
hosted just over 100 Pathfinders. The Pathfinders have been studying the books of Ezra, Nehemiah, Hosea, Jonah, 
Amos, and Micah. Out of those 16 teams, 13 will advance to the Conference Level PBE on February 29th.  We’re 
very proud of our Illinois Conference Pathfinders!
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	 Pastor Otavio McKenzie, pastor of our West Central and Glen Ellyn district, has accepted a call to pastor in the 
Chesapeake Conference. We will miss Pastor Otavio, Bellamy, and Amora, but wish them well in their new calling.

	 Claude Turner, a member of the Thompsonville SDA Church, turned 100 years old last week. Elder Turner served 
as a pastor 42 years, and in the Illinois Conference as a pastor and an educational superintendent for 27 years. 
Congratulations, Elder Turner!

	 Did you know our Elgin SDA church was highlighted in the North American Division news? 
 Check it out at: https://tinyurl.com/svbf74e. It was also featured in the Adventist Review. To see it, go to: 
 https://tinyurl.com/s97ewjy Thank you, Pastor Bardan and the Elgin church, for being the hands of feet of Jesus and 

representing Him well.

	 If you would like to receive the latest news, the FYI, links to video messages, and receive information from the 
Illinois Conference right to your smartphone, you can text ILC to the following number (844) 947-6582 to begin 
receiving materials and information in real-time.

RESOURCES

	 	What would you do with great wealth? Check out the story of Radim Passer on Adventist Review TV at 
 www.artvnow.com

DID YOU KNOW . . .

. . . Tithers make up only 10-25% of an average congregation? Also, Christians are giving at 2.5% of income, lower than 
during the Great Depression, which was at 3.3%. 

““Even if a member does “set apart” the tithe as his income is received 
but does not bring it to the “storehouse” at regular intervals, he goes 

counter to inspired instruction and exposes himself to the temptation to 
borrow the tithe for personal use. “The Lord calls for His tithe to be given in 
to His treasury, strictly, honestly and faithfully, let this portion be returned 

to Him.” Counsels on Stewardship, 82. “That which has been set apart 
according to the Scriptures as belonging to the Lord, constitutes the revenue 
of the gospel, and is no longer ours. It is no better than sacrilege for a man to 

take from God’s treasury in order to serve himself or to serve others.” 

– Ellen G White, Testimonies for the Church 9 p. 246, 247

  Check out our Facebook 
page at 

Illinois Conference of  
Seventh-day Adventists.

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email please subscribe by following 
the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president

February 5, 2020


