
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

Philippians 2:5-8. “In your relationships with one another, have the 
same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not 
consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 
rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, 

being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he 
humbled himself by becoming obedient to death-even death on a cross!”

Glen Ballard, a member at our Streator church, sent me this story. I thought 
you would enjoy it. The story is as follows:

In a graveyard in Missouri, a marble monument that stands fifteen feet high 
bears this inscription: “Sacred to the memory of WILLIE LEE. He took my 
place in the line, he died for me.”

During the civil war in the United States, a band of guerrillas, known as 
Quantrell’s band, had burned a town in Iowa. But they were caught and 
lined up in front of a ditch they had been forced to dig. They stood there 
awaiting execution by firing squad. Just before the signal was given to fire, 
a young man dashed out of the nearby woods crying, “STOP!” He explained 
to the commander of the firing squad that he had been a member of the band 
and was just as guilty as any of the others. But he had escaped. Now he was 
surrendering of his own free will to take the place of a man he pointed to in 
the line.

“I’m single,” he said, “but he has a wife and several children. Please place 
me in the line in his stead.” The order was given to do so. Willie Lee took 
the place of the man he had singled out. Then the order for executing the 
guerrillas was carried out. The man who had been freed claimed the body of 
Willie Lee, burying it in his home state of Missouri. All that he could afford 
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at that time was to place a simple wooden slab on the grave with the words inscribed on it, “He died for me.” Later, after 
he had become wealthy, he erected the large monument that still marks the grave of the man who died in his place.

We need to make our lives monuments dedicated to the Lamb of God, who died for us.
 

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT...

... three churches.  Elgin Agape Church reported eight individuals were baptized on November 9. Palatine Church 
reported eleven baptisms on November 9. Pastor Fraser reports eight baptisms for November 23 in the Goshen Church. 
Praise the Lord!

LAST CALL! Only 4 Spots Left!
It is not too late. We need to fill the bus. Four places left. Sign up now. The 
Illinois Conference is hosting a Seven Churches of Revelation trip to visit 
Greece and Turkey March 22-April 1, 2020. The highlights include Istanbul, 
Turkey, the seven churches mentioned in the book of Revelation (which are 
found in both Turkey and Greece), Athens, Greece, and a three-day cruise with 
stops on the Greek isles of Patmos, Crete, and Santorini. (We will be on Patmos on Sabbath). For more information and 
the registration form, please visit the home page of the Illinois Conference website: www.ilcsda.org. Scroll down through 
the details to the links to the forms and documents at the end. To enroll, send your application directly to Gospel Travel. 
If you have any questions, contact Wanda Martinez at 919-577-0043.

NEWS

	 Today, during our Illinois Conference Executive Committee meeting, Mike Daum, Illinois Conference Treasurer, 
announced he has accepted a call to work for the General Conference Auditing Service Lake District office 
in Berrien Springs, MI. I am deeply appreciative of Mike’s excellent work, passion for ministry, and personal 
friendship over the five-plus years we have worked together. He will be missed! I have asked Mike to help us 
complete some eight tasks before he transitions. He has agreed and will not be transitioning until the middle of 
April 2020. 

	 I am excited to announce that our evangelism efforts from our Hispanic churches are bearing fruit. A reaping series 
was held November 2-9, and 64 people were baptized. This coming weekend, we begin our final 2019 evangelism 
caravan (December 7 – 17). Elder Alejandro Bullón will be here and will be preaching in each of our Hispanic 
districts. Another 50 baptisms are expected! Praise the Lord! 

 

SNEAK PEEK: We are planning to invite all our churches, Hispanic or otherwise, to participate in a city-wide 
evangelistic effort in 2020. Stay tuned for more information!
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	 As we move closer to the end of 2019 and consider end of the year giving, I want to remind you to be faithful 
in the returning of your tithes AND to make sure all giving is returned before year’s end. For your information, 
Online Giving— the Adventist Giving App is now available at the Google Play and the iTunes App stores.

	 Alfred Palla, pastor of our Polish church, reports, “The attendance at the evangelistic meetings in the Polish 
Church remains strong. We continue every Sabbath and Sunday with about 30 visitors as we enter into the second 
phase, which is based on a Daniel and Revelation Seminar. We had to print the 32 lessons since the Polish edition 
of this seminar is out of print. It was costly, but worth it since there is great interest among our guests in studying 
this material. We have also given away about 40 Polish Bibles and many other books to encourage them to study 
Biblical issues. People reciprocated and our offerings on last couple of Sabbaths increased fourfold!”

RESOURCES

	 	A new direct to church experience is coming January 2020, “Final Empire: Religious Liberty’s Last Stand.” You 
can be a host church. Check out the trailer at www.VOP.com

	 Ten Days of Prayer (Jan 8 – 18) Sign up and download materials for the 2020 Ten Days of Prayer at 
 https://www.tendaysofprayer.org/

DID YOU KNOW . . .

. . . “Jingle Bells” was not originally a Christmas song? James Lord Pierpont wrote a song called, “One Horse Open Sleigh” 
and performed it at his church’s Thanksgiving concert originally. Then in 1857, the song was re-published under the title it 
still holds today, and it eventually became one of the most popular Christmas songs.

“When I think of the cities in which so little has been done, in which there 
are so many thousands to be warned of the soon coming of the Saviour, I 

feel an intensity of desire to see men and women going forth to the work in 
the power of the Spirit, filled with Christ’s love for perishing souls. . . . We all 
need to be wide awake, that, as the way opens, we may advance the work 
in the large cities. We are far behind in following the light given to enter 

these cities and erect memorials for God. Step by step we are to lead souls 
into the full light of truth. And we are to continue the work until a church is 

organized and a humble house of worship built.”

Ellen G. White Testimonies for the Church Vol. 7, p. 40, (1902)

  Check out our Facebook 
page at 

Illinois Conference of  
Seventh-day Adventists.

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email please subscribe by following 
the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president
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