
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“Who am I, Sovereign LORD, and what is my family, that you have 
brought me this far?” 2 Samuel 7:18

David was a praying man. He also was a man of constant action: 
hiding, surviving, fighting, negotiating, conquering, building, marrying, 
and ruling as king of Israel. Then something happened that got his attention 
completely, something that compelled him to stop and sit down, to be still. 
The promise David heard through Nathan, the prophet, was staggering; 
it was as if a windfall of blessing had just been poured all over him. The 
promise was so grand that David could only ponder, “Is this your usual 
way of dealing with us, Lord?” The more he reflected on it, the more David 
saw this glorious promise not only spilled over to his descendants for 
generations to come but also extended to the whole nation of Israel, through 
whom God had chosen to bless the entire world. (You can read the whole 
promise in 2 Samuel 7)

Today, we know that this promise pointed to Jesus, through whom the 
nations would be reconciled to God. But the staggering scope of God’s 
awesome promise stopped David in his tracks and moved him to awe, to 
wonder, to THANKSGIVING, at the unequaled greatness of God. David 
had long been a follower of God, but this reminder opened his eyes to God’s 
greatness with wonder and thankfulness he had never known before.

As we experience this thanksgiving season, may it be an opportunity 
to remember God’s calling to each one of us to come into his presence 
with thanksgiving, wonder, and joy…and to respond with giving and 
thanksgiving out the blessings we have received. 

NO FYI NEXT WEEK. Next Wednesday and Thursday, the office will be 
closed for the Thanksgiving Holidays. The next FYI will come out on 
December 4th!
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I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT...

... Pastor Gordon Fraser and The Goshen SDA church. They are currently holding a Revelation of Hope Seminar. All are 
invited. For more information, go to:  https://tinyurl.com/skyc8gy

CHURCH VISIT

This past Sabbath, I had the privilege of being at the Santa Rosa SDA church 
to be part of their 150-year celebration as a church. I was blessed to be the 
pastor there for ten years. It was a joy to see previous church pastors, as well as 
Conference, Union, and Division leaders there as well. 

LAST CALL! Only 4 Spots Left!
Sign up now. The Illinois Conference is hosting a Seven Churches of 
Revelation trip to visit Greece and Turkey March 22-April 1, 2020. The 
highlights include Istanbul, Turkey, the seven churches mentioned in the book 
of Revelation (which are found in both Turkey and Greece), Athens, Greece, 
and a three-day cruise with stops on the Greek isles of Patmos, Crete, and 
Santorini. (We will be on Patmos on Sabbath). For more information and the 
registration form, please visit the home page of the Illinois Conference website: 
www.ilcsda.org. Scroll down through the details to the links to the forms and documents at the end. To enroll, send your 
application directly to Gospel Travel. If you have any questions, contact Wanda Martinez at 919-577-0043.

NEWS

	 I am very pleased to announce that on November 9th, Pastor Paul Korac 
was introduced as the new Pastor of the Yugoslavian (Chicago) and Elk 
Grove church district. Elder John Grys presented him, and Dr. Ranko 
Stefanovic, Professor of NT at Andrews, had a pastoral prayer. 

	 Here’s a report from Pastor Alfred Palla and the Polish SDA Church’s evangelistic 
efforts: “We are about to conclude the first phase of evangelism in Polish SDA Church 
with over 30 visitors attending our “Joy in spite of difficulties” meetings. Soon we 
will begin a Daniel and Revelation Seminar in Polish. If you have any Polish-speaking 
people in your congregations, encourage them to invite their Polish friends and 
families to these meetings, where they will learn about prophecies and Seventh-day 
Adventist beliefs in their native language. The meetings start on November 30 at noon 
and December 1 at 6 pm at 7401 Oakton St in Niles, Illinois.”  

	 The Lake Union Conference is coordinating a March 6-7, 2020 prayer conference to 
pray for an outpouring of His Holy Spirit to fall on our pastors, teachers, lay leaders, 
schools, hospitals, and the leadership of conferences, unions, and world divisions. For more information, go to: 
https://www.ourunitedcry.org
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RESOURCES

	 	Have you ever checked out It Is Written TV? Here is a description of the latest episode: “Confronted by the 
devastation of a murderous attack, Pastor Anthony Thompson chose to respond to the killing of his wife in an 
unlikely way.” Join John Bradshaw as he speaks with Pastor Anthony Thompson and discusses a compelling and 
moving story of radical forgiveness. For access, go to: https://tinyurl.com/we9t3s3

	 Looking for a great stewardship resource? Check out this testimony on Vimeo, “Can God turn things around? – 
Jonathan Dysinger @ https://vimeo.com/313825361

DID YOU KNOW . . .

. . . leafy greens, broccoli, and pumpkin seeds have been linked to better cognitive performance and memory function?

“Could there be a convocation of all the churches on earth, the object of 
their united cry should be for the Holy Spirit. When we have that, Christ 
our sufficiency is ever present, we shall have every want supplied. We shall 

have the mind of Christ.”

Ellen G. White Manuscript Release- 240, letter 114, 1894

  Check out our Facebook 
page at 

Illinois Conference of  
Seventh-day Adventists.

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email please subscribe by following 
the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president
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