
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“The Lord is close to those whose hearts are breaking; he rescues 
those who are humbly sorry for their sins.”  Psalm 34:18 (TLB) 

It is my practice, whether alone, or with family, or at a lunch meeting, 
to bow my head in public places and give thanks for the food that has been 
placed before me. Over the years, I have had many waiters and waitresses 
walk up and wait until I am done, and then tell me that it was the first time 
they’ve ever seen that happen in their restaurant. As I thought about this, I 
realized public prayer is something I had rarely seen as well (except when I 
lived in the South). 

Here is my thought: thousands of people never pause to give a word of 
thanks to God for the food provided. I have also realized few homes, few 
families, have a moment of thanksgiving at the beginning of the meal, or 
at any other time of the day. Even during the Thanksgiving season, only 
a minority will pause and give thanks to God. I want to suggest when 
we practice thanksgiving it is a recognition of a debt that cannot be paid. 
We express thanks whether or not we can reimburse the giver. When 
Thanksgiving is filled with true meaning and is not just the formality of a 
polite “thank you,” it is the recognition of our dependence on God. 

As we enter into this season of thanksgiving, may it serve as a reminder 
that we have a lot for which to be thankful! As we go through this season 
of thanksgiving, I invite you to take time to express thankfulness; to your 
friends and loved ones, but most of all, to the One who paid a debt we 
cannot pay, our Lord and Savior, Jesus. And, if this is a new practice, may 
it be the beginning of a new pattern of life to practice the discipline of 
thanksgiving regularly.
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I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT...

... The West Central SDA Church. This past Sunday, the West Central SDA Church, in partnership with the Lake Union, 
held a vision and dental clinic where: 

74 guests received eye exams
56 pairs of glasses were given out
60 guests received dental service
42 x-rays were taken
39 people had teeth cleaned
15 teeth were extracted
14 fillings placed
The total value of services provided came to approximately $46,500.

Many thanks to all of the volunteers. Also, a HUGE “Thank-you” to the Chicago Midwestern School of Optometry for 
sending their doctors and students to come help in the vision department.

CHURCH VISIT

This past week, I had the privilege of being at 
our newest church, the Maranatha SDA Church, 
in Aurora, Illinois. I shared a message that the 
calling and challenge of a newly organized church 
are not to be satisfied but to recognize that this is 
just the beginning of their journey with God and 
their calling to accomplish the mission God has 
given us. May God bless you, Maranatha!

TRAVEL OPPORTUNITY LAST CHANCE! Only 6 spots left! 
Sign up now. The Illinois Conference is hosting a Seven 
Churches of Revelation trip to visit Greece and Turkey 
March 22-April 1, 2020. The highlights include Istanbul, 
Turkey, the seven churches mentioned in the book of 
Revelation (which are found in both Turkey and Greece), 
Athens, Greece, and a three-day cruise with stops on the 
Greek isles of Patmos, Crete, and Santorini. (We will be 
on Patmos on Sabbath). For more information and the 
registration form, please visit the home page of the Illinois 
Conference website: www.ilcsda.org. Scroll down through 
the details to the links to the forms and documents at the end. To enroll, send your application directly to Gospel Travel. 
If you have any questions, contact Wanda Martinez at 919-577-0043.
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NEWS

	 Fidencio Sanchez, a member of our Little Village Hispanic church, recently passed 
away. Sanchez, at 90, was photographed pushing a vending cart in Chicago’s Little 
Village neighborhood. It was a photo that went viral around the world and was 
responsible for a GoFundMe account created to help the struggling grandfather. 
Donations poured in, and over ten days, more than $380,000 was raised. Now, 
after two months in hospice care, Sanchez went to sleep in Jesus early Wednesday 
morning. Our condolences to his wife, Eladia, and grandchildren, Dulce and Daniel.

	 Get ready senior youth and young adults... Save the date for the Lake Union Youth 
Evangelism Congress, “Courageous,” coming Feb. 14- 16, 2020 to Shipshewana, Indiana. 
More info at: https://www.lucyouth.org/

	 Lake Union Prayer Conference, Our United Cry, is coming to the Indianapolis area on 
March 6-7, 2020. For more information: www.ourunitedcry.org

RESOURCES

	 	Steps to a Vibrant Church, by Brad Cauley. Are you serious about fulfilling the mission of Christ? Do you wish 
to see more people accept the fantastic truths God has entrusted to Seventh-day Adventists? If you want to be a 
part of a happier, healthier church where one can see God moving, check out this guide for congregations wishing 
to grow. For more information, go to: https://tinyurl.com/y6zkdzfn

	 Ten Days of Prayer (Jan 8 – 18) Sign up and download materials for the 2020 Ten Days of Prayer at
 https://www.tendaysofprayer.org/

	 Are you looking to ReCharge Your Evangelistic Ministry? ReCharge at an evangelism retreat on December 15-
17, 2019. This event, called ReCharge, is being put on by It Is Written. For more information, call 423-362-5846 
or email recharge@iiw.org

DID YOU KNOW . . .

. . . that in 2018, there were 172 mission trips and 5,687 individuals who participated in mission trips from the North 
American Division?

“The moment you grasp God’s promises by faith and say, I am the lost 
sheep that Jesus came to save, a new life will take possession of you, and 

you will receive strength to resis. 

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email please subscribe by following 
the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president
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