
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

God has united you with Christ Jesus. For our benefit, God made him 
to be wisdom itself. Christ made us right with God; he made us pure 
and holy, and he freed us from sin. Therefore, as the Scriptures say, 
“If you boast, boast only about the Lord.” —1 Corinthians 1:30-31 

For us here in Illinois, the crisp cool air of autumn is upon us. It is a sure 
sign of Fall that Thanksgiving decorations are popping up everywhere in 
retail stores. A popular symbol of Fall is the pumpkin. I read an article 
recently that compared being a Christian with being a pumpkin. Sounds 
funny, doesn’t it? But, hang with me for a minute… Perhaps you are 
visualizing this orange, round, vegetable, and wondering how you could 
ever be compared to a pumpkin! Well, like a child chooses a pumpkin to 
carve an image upon, so God carves and molds His unique design in you.

The Scriptures tell us God chooses us. He lifts us and washes us clean and 
then opens us up, reaching deep inside to scoop out all the slimy, yucky stuff, 
including seeds of doubt, spite, lies, and fear. He then carves us into a new 
creation and makes our faces shine by putting His light inside for all to see. 
Sometimes we might not feel like our light shines because of a thought or action 
or pattern in our lives. What we forget is that when God carved us, created us, 
and gave us His Son, we no longer have to count on our own strength. We can 
rely on the Lord’s! It is He who washes us clean; it is He who gives us a spirit 
of power and perseverance; it is He who makes us pure; it is He who frees us 
from sin, and it is He who gives us hope. When we realize that our part of the 
equation is to rely on His strength and power, then we can do as Scriptures say, 
and shine His light through the power of the Holy Spirit.
 
What starts as an everyday pumpkin turns into a lantern of light. What starts 
as an everyday person turns into a beacon of hope for others to see. This is 
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our calling, our mission. Through our union with Jesus, we are given the light of the Holy Spirit, who enters and dwells 
in us. It is He who picked you out and carved you just the way He wants you. So, as you go through this day, make sure 
you keep your lantern lit for all to see.

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT...

... Sheridan SDA School and Principal, Laura Damon. Even though the school only has nine students, they were 
recently involved in outreach at Sandwich Fair (with the Sheridan Church) and next month will be included in an annual 
Thanksgiving food basket outreach activity, baking cookies for about 40 food baskets! Way to go!

CHURCH VISIT

This past week, I had the privilege of being at the Elmhurst SDA Church as it celebrated its 50th anniversary at its current 
location and over a hundred years of history in the Elmhurst area. Elder Maurice Valentine, Lake Union President, was 
the worship hour speaker. I want to thank Elder Valentine, Pastor John Piroski, and head elder Doug Hammel, for the 
wonderful weekend and the opportunity to participate. It was also great to have pastors who have previously served at the 
Elmhurst Church back; Pastor Glenn Hill, Pastor David Sitler, and Pastor Frank Kean. Thanks for being with us!

Also, on Sabbath our Central Hispanic SDA Church celebrated an anniversary, 85 years! Congratulations! May God 
continue to bless you and keep you, Central Hispanic!

TRAVEL OPPORTUNITY 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE! There are only 10 spots left! Sign up now. The Illinois Conference is hosting a Seven Churches 
of Revelation trip to visit Greece and Turkey March 22-April 1, 2020. The highlights include Istanbul, Turkey, the seven 
churches mentioned in the book of Revelation (which are found in both Turkey and Greece), Athens, Greece, and a 
three-day cruise with stops on the Greek isles of Patmos, Crete, and Santorini. (We will be on Patmos on Sabbath). For 
more information and the registration form, please visit the home page of the Illinois Conference website: www.ilcsda.
org. Scroll down through the details to the links to the forms and documents at the end. To enroll, send your application 
directly to Gospel Travel. If you have any questions, contact Wanda Martinez at 919-577-0043.
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NEWS

	 Did you know that twice a year volunteers from all over the Illinois Conference come to Camp Akita to enjoy 
God’s handiwork and to work in the upkeep of this beautiful camp God has given us? Here is a report from Jamie 
Daum… “A small, but mighty group met for Fall 2019 Mission Akita. God provides just the right talents, strength, 
and endurance for these projects!  Some have asked, “What projects did you work on?” Here is our partial list:
1) Prayer Gazebo (lakeside) – construction completed, mulched access trails
2) Walnut building – drywall/subfloor installation, porch rail reconstruction
3) Interior cleaning and restocked supplies in various buildings
4) Power washed three buildings, removed constructions materials from Walnut exterior 
5) Swim/small boat docks – scrubbed docks, drained paddleboat, capped poles
6) Lodge – scrubbed tables, sorted lost and found, prepared linens for the new season, weeded
7) Horses – assisted with grooming, cleaned saddles
8) Split downed logs for firewood

 There are always projects for every skill and energy level!  We’d love for you to consider 
joining us for Spring Mission Akita, May 2020!  Watch for upcoming details!

	 Save the date: Coming March 6, 7, 2020, the Lake Union is holding a prayer conference, Our United Cry, at the 
Embassy Suites, in Plainfield, IN. For more information, go to www.ourunitedcry.org.

RESOURCES

	 	Looking for an evangelistic tool? The Voice of Prophecy is sponsoring Revelation 2020. This outreach has all new 
materials, marketing, coaching, resources, and prayer resources. It starts on March 6th. Sign up today at: 

 www.rev2020.com/review

	 Check out the 2020 Devotional Book, Jesus Wins, by Elizabeth Talbot. To order, go to: 
 www.adventistbookcenter.com

DID YOU KNOW . . .

. . . Opening enrollment at our ten Illinois Conference Schools was 490 students, compared to 458 last year? Praise the Lord!

“Could there be a convocation of all the churches on earth, the object of 
their united cry should be for the Holy Spirit. When we have that, Christ 
our sufficiency is ever present, we shall have every want supplied. We shall 

have the mind of Christ.” 
 

–  Ellen White, Manuscript Release-240, letter 114, 1894
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