
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT
“This is what the Sovereign Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, says 
“In repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust is 
your strength, but you would have none of it.”  Isaiah 30:15

Jesus says His yoke is easy, and His burden is light. This is good 
news. Jesus has not called us to a life of burdens, but to a place of peace. 
That is why our salvation is not found in a list of works or good behavior. 
And, strength is not found through building up our bodies or having it all 
together. Over and over, the Lord calls us to a place of repentance, …and 
to rest in Him. I believe true repentance means that we agree with Him that 
our ways are not right, that without Him, we can do nothing.  We fall short 
of His standards. “All have sinned and fall short…” 

Repentance also means to turn from our ways, from what we want. As we 
accept Jesus, we recognize that His sacrifice on the cross is all we need for 
salvation. There is nothing we can add; leading to the next part of the verse… 
“rest” in His salvation. Inner strength is then developed by the stillness of the 
soul, convincing us that He will help us. Living out this verse goes entirely 
against our nature. We want to do and to fix.  We find comfort in feeling that 
we are in control. It is hard to accept that we have nothing to offer. That is 
why the verse concludes with, “but you would have none of it.”
 
Isaiah 30:15 is a great verse to test your faith. Where are you today 
within your faith journey? Why do you do certain things? Is your mind at 
rest? Do you have a stillness of soul because you trust the Lord for your 
circumstances today? This is not easy. But that is why a repentant heart is 
needed every day, for we do fall so short of His standard.
 
“Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy, and My 
burden is light.”  Matthew 11:29-30
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I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT...

...Steve Martin, music teacher (and more) at North Shore Jr. Academy, and Aaron Anderson, a 3rd great 
student. Here it is in Steve’s words: “About a month ago, 3rd grader, Aaron Anderson, was attending 
his first drum lesson, sitting and listening to me giving the first instructions. With a huge grin on his 
face, he said to me, “Mr. Martin, I’m so excited I can’t even talk!” I almost fell off my chair. It surprised 
me so much…It’s precious moments like this that I never forget, and that I always think about when I 
listen to a young person, years later, tell me about their success. For a teacher, it doesn’t get any better 
than that! It’s SO rewarding when a teacher sees a seed they planted get blessed by God and grow into a 
wonderful person.” Thanks, Steve, for all you do!

NEWS

  Yesterday, over 100 Illinois Conference church members attended the Northern 
Area Lay Training Event. The following seminars were offered: Prayer Ministries, 
Health Ministries, Biblical Preaching, Small Groups, Deacon(ess), Elder, 
Relational Evangelism, Clerks, and Treasurers. Thanks to all who attended for your 
commitment to your church and for using your gifts to honor Jesus.

 I am looking forward to this weekend and the Illinois Conference Prayer Conference. We are 
excited to have Pastor Peter Neri (Paradise Church, Las Vegas) as our guest presenter. The Illinois 
Conference Prayer Retreat will be held at Camp Akita (October 4-6). 

  One of our core pillars in the Illinois Conference is prayer. I want to encourage each of our 124   
  churches to have a prayer coordinator and a prayer ministry for your church, and to prepare for 2020 Ten Days of   
  Prayer. This is coming January 8-18, 2020. Start getting ready now!  Sign up at https://www.tendaysofprayer.org/

 Michael Campos, Illinois Conference Youth Director, reports, “We had our 2019  
 Adventurer Family Camp at Camp Akita, and we were blessed to gather together  
 with over 450 Adventurers and their  amilies. The speaker for the weekend, Pastor  
 Carlos Pasillas from the Texas Conference, shared several messages under the theme  
 “My God is…” and the kids were actively engaged in each of them. We did get quite  
 A LOT of rain, and while some clubs had to leave, the majority of our clubs pushed  
 through and were able to finish out the weekend. It was a total success!” 

 Andrews University Homecoming 2019 is scheduled for September 26–29. The community is invited to 
participate in several activities during this four-day event, including the 33rd annual parade, annual classic car 
show, international flag-raising ceremony, gala concert, 5K/10K run, and more. Visit 

 www.alumni.andrews.edu/homecoming to view the full schedule and see more events that may interest you!
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EVANGELISM/OUTREACH OPPORTUNITY

   One of our four pillars here in the Illinois Conference is Evangelism. Here is an upcoming opportunity I hope you will 
   take advantage of: The Voice of Prophecy (Shawn Boonstra) is launching a new weekend documentary series entitled,
   “The Final Empire.” The event will be available to all churches across North America as a direct-to-church opportunity.
   The series will capture the fragility of religious freedoms, equality, and the United States in prophecy. For more
   information and free resource kit, explore www.FinalEmpire.com/host or call 888-744-1958. This event takes place 
   from January 23-25, 2020. 

RESOURCES

   Biblical Hospitality, by Peggy Harris. This course will help you prepare church members to practice the art of
   biblical hospitality. You’ll find a hospitality inventory to complete, sample programs, and examples from the
   Bible and what works in other Seventh-day Adventist churches. For more information, go to: 
   https://tinyurl.com/yyrldgj4

   Children’s Sabbath (Oct. 5) resources are available now! Check out the free downloads for the “God’s 
   Amazing Grace” program, a lesson on God’s unconditional love for all of us. Find posters, order-of-
   service ideas, optional activity suggestions, and even a letter for your pastor! For more information, visit 
   NAD Children’s Ministries Children’s Sabbath 2019 page at: 
   https://www.childmin.org/childrenssabbath19

   The Pacific Press and Jesus 101 have just released the 2020 Daily Devotional Book, “Jesus Wins!” Elizabeth 
   Talbot, speaker/director for the Jesus 101 Biblical Institute, has authored this newly released 2020 daily   
   devotional book for adults. Revisit the stories of Jesus and His followers in this life-changing daily devotional. 
   Available now at www.adventistbookcenter.com and www.Jesus101.tv

DID YOU KNOW . . .

. . . Reading books can boost your brainpower? Here are some other benefits: Reading increases vocabulary, is beneficial 
to your memory, can improve concentration, can make you a better writer, and can be a great benefit to your sleep.

“You can never get a cup of tea large enough 
or a book long enough to suit me.” 

– C.S. Lewis
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