
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT
“It was by faith that Abraham obeyed when God called him to leave 
home and go to another land that God would give him as his inheritance. 
He went without knowing where he was going.” Hebrews 11:8  

This week, I am in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, with our Illinois Conference 
Pathfinder Clubs, and 50,000 other people. As I reflect on the term, 
Pathfinder, it reminds me of an advertisement that would change history. It 
appeared in 1822 in the Missouri Gazette & Public Advertiser. It announced 
the search for 100 men “to ascend the river Missouri on its source, there to 
be employed for one, two, or three years.” The goal was to attract men who 
would search the American West for fur. 

Those who responded were among the most important explorers in
American history. Those men accomplished their initial goal, 
revolutionizing the fur-trading industry, but they accomplished far more. 
History books paint a more glamorous picture of the men who came later, 
but in reality, it was these first mountain men, literal PATH FINDERS, who 
discovered countless rivers, mountains, and valleys. But the risks were 
high, and a heavy price was paid. Many men lost their lives. But, because 
of their heroic adventures, these men opened up territories that previously 
had been unexplored. As one historian commented, they were the true 
“pathfinders.” Other men might have received more attention and credit, but 
these were the real pioneers. These explorers were willing to leave familiar 
surroundings to journey into the unknown, not even knowing how long they 
would be gone.

In the spiritual realm, this is like our journey of faith as Jesus followers. 
God calls us to follow Him and go where He leads. We are called to be like 
Abraham, who left everything to follow God, “without knowing where he 
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was going.” All of us are called to take this journey. We must trust in God, day by day. We must follow Him, moment 
by moment. Instead of seeking our joys and comforts in the things that surround us, we must be willing to follow Him 
anywhere, trusting Him in every situation.

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT...

…Sebastian Jimenez, a pathfinder leader from Melrose Park, who built the entrance to 
the Illinois Conference area at Oshkosh. Check it out at: 
https://tinyurl.com/y6j9er77

ILLINOIS CONFERENCE FACEBOOK PAGE

Our daily video devotionals ARE BACK! Go to the Illinois Conference Facebook page 
to check it out, and subscribe, and share it with your friends and family. You can find it 
at: https://tinyurl.com/yyp7bvfv.

NEWS

	 Town Hall Meetings are coming to your area!  I am looking forward to being you at our town hall meetings. I will   
 be sharing a Conference update, as well as talking about our next Camp Akita project. Below are the dates and locations  
 for each of our six areas. These town hall meetings are open to all Illinois Conference church members. 
  Area 1 - Thompsonville SDA Church. Tuesday, September 3rd, 7 pm.
  Area 2 – All Nations SDA Church (Bloomington/Normal). Wednesday, September 4th, 7 pm.
  Area 3 – Princeton SDA Church. Thursday, September 5th, 7 pm.
  Area 4 – Northbrook SDA Church. Thursday, August 22nd, 7 pm.
  Area 5 – Bolingbrook SDA Church. Monday, August 26th, at 7 pm.
  Area 6 - West Suburban SDA Church. Tuesday, August 27, 7 pm.

	 Pastor David Oceguera has accepted the invitation to serve as the senior pastor of the Bolingbrook Church. Pastor 
Oceguera and his wife, Kara, will be transitioning to Illinois from California over the next few weeks. Welcome, 
Pastor David, Kara, and family to Chicagoland!

 RESOURCES

			Real Friends, by Tamyra Horst
  Real Friends is a seminar geared toward helping teenage girls discover how to be a good friend, recognize the  
traits of a good friend, and become friends with God. The leader’s guide includes step-by-step instructions, a 
leader’s script, a PowerPoint presentation, and a sample participant’s journal on USB, sample schedules, activities, 
ideas for giveaways, and more. Find it at: https://tinyurl.com/y6238uw8

			Thank you for your faithfulness in your giving! God loves a faithful and cheerful giver. To facilitate giving, you   
  can sign up for ONLINE GIVING — the Adventist Giving App is now available at the Google Play and    
  the iTunes App stores. For more information, please call our treasury department at the Conference.
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DID YOU KNOW . . . 

... that as of the end of 2017, there are 1,625,482 Pathfinders in the Adventist church worldwide? Over 50,000 are at 
Oshkosh this week! You can follow the Camporee at: Official camporee hashtag: #2019Chosen.

Below, you will find the Pathfinder Aim, Motto, Pledge, and Law. I think they are good for all of us, not just the Pathfinders. 

AIM:   The Advent Message to all the world in my generation.
MOTTO:  The love of Christ compels us.
PLEDGE:  By the grace of God, I will be pure and kind and true. I will keep the    
   Pathfinder Law. I will be a servant of God and a friend to man.
LAW:  The Pathfinder Law is for me to: 
    Keep the morning watch. 
    Do my honest part. 
    Care for my body. 
    Keep a level eye. 
    Be courteous and obedient. 
    Walk softly in the sanctuary. 
    Keep a song in my heart. 
    Go on God’s errands.
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please subscribe by following the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president


