
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will 
never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.’”  
John 6:35

Are you tired? A bit weary? Every morning we need God’s Spirit to fill 
us again, to strengthen us for what’s ahead. Every day we need a fresh 
word that He speaks to our hearts, that keeps our focus on what’s most 
important. Trying to run this race of life without Him will do nothing but 
drain us dry. Reminds me of the people of Israel, who spent 40 years in the 
desert wandering in circles. Times were intense, hot, dry. I’m sure they got 
weary. But God met them where they were. He made sure they had what 
they needed. They learned through every hard and grueling step how much 
they had to rely on Him. When they were hungry, God sent manna. Every 
day a miracle was there, right before their eyes. They just had to pick it up. 

And just like the people of Israel had to gather it fresh every morning in the 
wilderness, so it is with us. They couldn’t store it up; they had to look for 
it daily, and God always provided. Each morning it was there, waiting for 
them. Every day He made sure it met their needs, they were satisfied, they 
were nourished and they were cared for. And they never lacked, for God’s 
resources never run dry.

That’s what He offers us every morning. Sometimes we miss it, out of 
busyness or stress. We are moving too fast, spinning wildly, trying to get 
it all done, and sometimes we might start to forget what matters most. 
But even for those times, His grace is there. He waits for us. His patience 
and His peace never run dry. Each day His miracles are all around, right 
before our eyes. We just have to choose to look for them, pick up His 
provision, and stay close to His Presence. God’s got our past covered, 
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our future secured, and there’s more than enough grace for this day. Jesus is our Bread of Life. He promises that as we 
come to Him first, spend time with Him, and allow His truths to nourish our spirits and lives, we will be satisfied.

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT...

... the Stewardson Church. The treasury department recently reported to me that we received a $300 donation from 
Stewardson SDA Church for the projects at Akita. Thank you, Stewardson Church!

CHURCH VISIT

This past Sabbath, I had the privilege of preaching at the 
Savanna SDA Church. Savanna is on the northwestern border of 
our state. Thank you for the warm welcome and wonderful potluck, 
especially that fresh strawberry pie!

NEWS

	 Reminder…Oshkosh Pathfinder Camporee is coming soon! 
Wondering what to expect at Camporee? Watch this fun and informative video tour of the grounds! https://vimeo.
com/340966136

	 The Executive Committee voted today to approve Pastor Josh Voigt to serve as the Illinois Conference Prayer 
Coordinator (in addition to his duties as the pastor of the North Aurora Church).

 The Executive Committee also voted to approve Arek Bojko, the Illinois Conference Planned Giving Consultant, 
to also serve as the Conference Stewardship Director.

	  Elder Beett Kwon has accepted our invitation to be the lead pastor for the Lombard SDA church. Elder Kwon 
most recently served as a pastor in Michigan. He is currently working on a PhD in New Testament studies and will 
be serving as the lead pastor on a part time basis. I am very pleased to welcome the Kwon family to Illinois.

 
	 Elder Miguel Ramos has accepted our invitation to pastor the South Hispanic district (South, Cicero, Lakeview, 

and Pilsen Hispanic churches). Elder Ramos is currently serving the West Houston Spanish church, but will be 
joining us in early August. We welcome Elder Ramos and his family to the Illinois Conference team.

	 I am very pleased to report that the Pathfinder Pavilion we have 
been building at Camp Akita is finished. You might remember, the 
delegates at the last constituency meeting last October voted three 
capital improvement projects to be completed as funds become 
available. More about project #2 in the near future.
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EVANGELISM FOCUS:

In December 2019, the Illinois Conference will be hosting an evangelism/reaping effort. The speaker? Elder 
Alejandro Bullón. Next week, Elder Alejandro Bullón will be here in Illinois for some pre-event training of 
our Hispanic pastors and church leaders on June 25th, and for our English-speaking pastors in June 26th. Then, 
Sabbath afternoon, June 29th, our Elder Ruben Bullón has organized a training for all Hispanic church leaders.  
I look forward to seeing you there! 

RESOURCES

	The Inviting Church. By Mitchell L. Williams
 A big part of making disciples is moving people from learning to doing. The Inviting Church is a Spirit-led, church-

wide campaign that equips church members to plan and host outreach events and special Sabbath services. A six-
week small group curriculum teaches participants how to begin. This process is exciting, and it can happen in your 
church. Purchase at: https://tinyurl.com/yy54gena

DID YOU KNOW . . .    

…Shirley Edwards was baptized at the Stewardson Church on May 25th?  Pastor Larry Clonch reports it was a high Sabbath, 
with over 50 people in attendance. Congratulations, Shirley!. 

“Never weary the hearers by long discourses. This is not wise. For many years I have 
been laboring on this point, seeking to have our brethren sermonize less, and devote 
their time and strength to making important points of truth plain, for every point 

will be assailed by our opponents. Everyone connected with the work should keep fresh 
ideas; ... and by tact and foresight bring all that is possible into your work to interest 

your hearers.”  

 – Ellen G. White Evangelism, page 178
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