
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“...hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured 
out within our hearts...”  Romans 5:5

The dictionary defines the word, “discouragement,” as a “feeling of 
despair in the face of obstacles; or a state of distraught and loss of sense 
of enthusiasm, drive or courage.” Have you ever felt discouraged? Of 
course, we all have. Everyone will have their share of discouragement at 
some point in their life. However, the approach we take in dealing with our 
discouragement will distinguish us from others.

Here are a couple of suggestions on dealing with discouragement:

One: Practice prayer as the first resort, not the last. God is interested in 
everything that interests you. Talk to God about your concerns. Ask Him to 
fill you with His Holy Spirit, the Encourager and Comforter.

Two: Get enough rest. Fatigue makes cowards of us all. When our bodies and 
minds are rested, we view circumstances differently.

Three: Choose to persevere. Keep on keeping on! Perseverance produces 
character, and character, hope. Hope comes in trusting God will see us 
through…and He will!

If you’re dealing with discouragement, look to God. Read His Word. Share 
with Him your greatest fears and concerns. He’ll give you victory over 
discouragement and disappointment.

FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT
RON AGUILERA

FYI   (For Your Information...)
A weekly e-newsletter for employees and friends of the 

Illinois Conference of Seventh-day Adventists

May 8, 2019

Making healthy 
disciple-making 

churches

You can contact me
by writing:

Illinois Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists

619 Plainfield Road
Willowbrook IL 60527

by email:
president@ilcsda.org

by phone:
630-856-2880

Seventh-day 
Adventist Church
I L L I N O I S  C O N F E R E N C E



VIDEO MESSAGE 

Friends, I invite you to go to YouTube and watch a video message where I share a bit about our mission and vision 
here in the Illinois Conference moving forward. Check it out at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-aKT7CrJvIw&t=13s

Also, once at this YouTube video, I invite you to subscribe to this channel. This is the Illinois Conference YouTube 
channel and we will be posting messages here that I believe you will find helpful and informative!

Next week, we will post a video where I answer the question, “Where does the tithe go?” It will be on our YouTube 
channel.

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT . . . 

…The Hinsdale Fil-Am Church, in partnership with the Glen Ellyn Church, and the Illinois Conference, Lake Union, and 
Amita Health, held a Community Heath Expo on April 28th in Lyons, IL. This outreach provided the following services on 
behalf of the Adventist church:

DENTAL
141 guests served (more than double last year’s number!)
78 x-rays obtained
96 people had teeth cleaned 
14 extractions
36 fillings
 
VISION
108 guests served and 76 pairs of Rx glasses given away.
 
TOTALVALUE - $73,750 
***This doesn’t include any of the other services provided, including but not limited to medical service, haircuts, chiropractic 
services, massage, lifestyle counseling, food demonstrations, bone density scans, and glucose/cholesterol testing. 

HINSDALE ADVENTIST ACADEMY

Lori and I had the opportunity to attend The Music Man, a musical play put on by the some of the students at HAA. They 
did a fantastic job! I want to recognize CJ Daniels, HAA music teacher, and all the 
parents, volunteers, and staff Without their help this could not happen. Way to go! 
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NEWS

Over three thousand people gathered in our territory in Rockford, Illinois for the North 
American Division level Pathfinder Bible Experience on April 26-27. Two hundred 
and ten teams traveled from every corner of the United States, Canada, and the United 
Kingdom to attend and participate. I want to extend congratulations to all the teams 
who participated. 

	 SPECIAL TRAVEL OPPORTUNITY (2nd Notice)

I want to announce that the Illinois Conference is planning a Seven Churches of Revelation trip to visit Greece and 
Turkey. This trip is open to members of the Illinois Conference and their families. The highlights include: Istanbul, 
Turkey, the seven churches mentioned in the book of Revelation, Athens, Greece, and a three-day cruise with stops on the 
Greek isles of Patmos, Crete, and Santorini. (We will be on Patmos on Sabbath.)

What is included? The price includes:
Flights departing from Chicago with Turkish Airlines
Cruise for 2 nights on category IA, inside Cabin (upgrades available upon request)
Shore Excursions: Patmos, Santorini, & Crete
Double occupancy at the hotels: Hotels quoted--Conrad Istanbul, Korumar in Kusadasi, Doga Thermal Resort in 
Pamukkale, all about 5-Stars in Turkey 
Greece: Hotel Titania-4 Stars 
Breakfast and dinner daily (and Sabbath lunch is included)
All sightseeing tours on air-conditioned motor coaches
All entrance fees
Gratuities
(see Terms and Conditions for more details*)
 
It only excludes: 
Turkey visa can be done individually online USD 20 for US citizens 
Drinks, except water during meals 
Travel insurance 
Personal expenses 
** Tourism Taxes in Greece to be paid directly at the hotel check in by guest EUR 4 per person per day.

When: March 22-April 1, 2020
Cost: $3200 per person, double occupancy (two people to a room).

How to reserve your spot. We are working through an Adventist travel agency, Gospel Travel, so all arrangements are 
made through them. The first step is to submit the application and $350 deposit by the date shown on the application (May 
29). We have 45 spots available.  It is first come, first serve. If you are interested, please act quickly and submit your 
application* and deposit to Gospel Travel. 

*You can find the application form and other documentation on the home page of the Illinois Conference website, 
www.ilcsda.org.
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NEWS

	 Congratulations to the “Legends of the Shooting Stars” from Hinsdale Adventist Academy for winning first place 
in project and first place in robot design at the Adventist LEGO Robotics League National Competition at Forest Lake 
Academy! 

DID YOU KNOW . . .    

…that there are 8539 Adventist schools around the world today. Adventist Education is a priority for the Adventist church 
around the world and in Illinois.

“Could there be a convocation of all the churches on earth, the object of their united 
cry should be for the Holy Spirit. When we have that, Christ our sufficiency is ever 

present, we shall have every want supplied. We shall have the mind of Christ.” 

 – Ellen G. White, Manuscript Release-240, letter 111, 1894

                                                

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s 
desk directly into your email please subscribe by following the link on the 

president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president

  Check out our Facebook 
page at 

Illinois Conference of  
Seventh-day Adventists.
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