
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

Colossians 1:9-12
9 For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not 
ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the 
knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 

10 so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him 
in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the 
knowledge of God; 
11 strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the 
attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously 
12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the 
inheritance of the saints in Light.

As Christians, we want to be more like Jesus. And God’s Word directs us to 
be concerned about the spiritual growth of other fellow believers, especially 
our loved ones. But transformation doesn’t just happen, it does not come 
about by trying harder, or by putting Bible verses on sticky notes in hopes 
that family members will read them and shape up. 

The most powerful resource we have is prayer, and Paul has given us a 
pattern that is Christ-centered and specific. Too often, we pray without giving 
much thought to what God wants to do in a person’s life. We just pray God 
will bless them, forgive them, or straighten them out, focusing on OUR ideas 
regarding what He should do in their lives and how He should do it. How 
much more effective our prayers would be if we prayed according to God’s 
will by using His Word as our source for requests.  

That is why I love the prayer from Colossians chapter 1. When we go before 
the Lord and substitute our own name, or the name of a friend or family 
member, for “you” in verses 9 and 10, we are praying His specific will for 
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that person. I believe the Lord delights in responding to requests that someone be filled with knowledge of His will and pray 
they will walk in a manner pleasing to Him and according to His ways.

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT . . . 

…the Hinsdale Fil-Am church. This past Sunday, the Hinsdale Fi-lAm church, with help 
from members from the Elmhurst, Glen Ellyn, La Grange churches (and more) hosted a 
Community Health Fair to provide medical, dental, and vision services to the less fortunate 
in that community. There was a tremendous attendance, which is a reminder of the need that 
is out there, and a great outpouring or appreciation by those that were served. Thank you to 
those who participated, and for being the hands and feet of Jesus.

NEWS

 Camp Akita project two, the Equine Center fund raiser is under way. As mentioned previously, I am asking each church 
to contribute something toward this project. This project will not only bless our children when they visit Camp Akita, but it will be 
a blessing to our summer camp program and be available for churches to use year-round.

Mike Daum, our Conference treasurer tells me that 11 of our 124 churches, companies, and mission groups have participated up 
to this point. I want to thank the following churches for their contributions: Chicago Fil-Am, Elmhurst, Joliet, Marion, Moline, 
Noble, Oakhill, Rockford, Salem, Sauk Valley, Savanna, Southwest, and Springfield. So far, we have about $12,000 raised.

I want to ask the churches that have yet to participate to please do so by sending in a check to the Illinois Conference, labeled 
Camp Akita Equine Center. Thank you for your prayerful consideration!

 I want to announce that the Illinois Conference has hired Jackie Reagan to be the North Aurora school upper grade 
teacher, 5th-8th grade, for next school year. Jackie will be joining us from the Wisconsin Conference. Welcome Jackie!

 This Sabbath, April 13th, is Stewardship Sabbath around the North American Division. Although,I am thankful 
for the emphasis, I believe God calls us to be faithful stewards with what He has blessed with on a year-round basis. 
Thank you for your faithfulness in returning tithe and giving of offerings. Also, a reminder that our Go and Tell offering 
goes 100% directly into church planting and evangelism in the Illinois Conference. Your faithfulness there is also having a 
great impact in our Conference. Thank you!
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 Have you checked out our Illinois Conference Hispanic Ministries Facebook page? Go to: Conferencia Adventista 
de IL Depto. Hispano, and check out the video devotionals by our pastors. 

RESOURCES

 Could you actually be one choice away from a better life? Check out The Choice at 
www.lifestylemagazinelive.com. This Faith for Today resource is a great tool to use with new or returning members.

 Have you checked out Adventist Review TV? Short. Shareable. Unexpected. On-Demand. Check it out at 
www.artvnow.com

DID YOU KNOW . . .    

…the three warmest years on record have been 2016, 2015, 2017, in that order? Also, from 1980 to 2009, floods have 
caused more than 500,000 deaths and affected more than 2.8 billion people around the world?

“Christ’s lessons in regard to prayer should be carefully considered. There is a divine 
science in prayer, and His illustration brings to view principles that all need to 

understand. He shows what is the true spirit of prayer, He teaches the necessity of 
perseverance in presenting our requests to God, and assures us of His willingness to hear 

and answer prayer.” 

Ellen G. White, Christ Object Lessons, p. 142
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  Check out our Facebook 
page at 

Illinois Conference of  
Seventh-day Adventists.

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s 
desk directly into your email please subscribe by following the link on the 

president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president


