
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

1 Kings 8:27 says, “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, 
heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain You. How much less 
this temple which I have built!”

Recently, I had the opportunity to stand at the Wailing/Western Wall by the 
temple mount in the Old City of Jerusalem. 

Perhaps you’ve seen pictures or visited the 
Western Wall in Jerusalem, the last standing 
Wall of the Second Temple. As large as it 
is, it is only approximately 1/3 of the total 
height of the original wall. What a sight 
that would have been for pilgrims arriving 
in Jerusalem! Today, people come from 
all over the world to pray there and put their prayer notes into the cracks 
between its stones. Believe it or not, I’ve actually come across a few websites 
which advertise their offer to receive your faxed prayer requests -- and for a 
“low fee of 29.99,” will take and put them into the cracks of the wall for you!

This is a very nice gesture and all, but do you really need it? God is ALIVE! 
He hears you and me whenever and wherever we call! When Solomon set 
out to build the first temple, the Lord told Him that He cannot be contained in 
a manmade structure. He is infinite and all-encompassing! He’s not in a wall 
or any other man-made object! And amazingly, infinite as He is, He promises 
to draw near to us as we draw near to Him!

God wants to have a deep and intimate relationship with us. He wants us to 
experience the life-changing power of His healing and deliverance in our 
lives. I invite you to choose to spend time with Him every day. It is worth it!
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CAMP AKITA

As I have mentioned before, the delegates sent from each church to our past October Constituency Meeting voted to approve 
three capital improvement projects to develop Camp Akita. The building of such projects was subject to the raising of the 
funds necessary to build them.

Project 1 - A Pathfinder Pavilion. Cost? 450K.  I am glad to report that the funds are in hand and that project is well 
under way, and to be completed in May.

Project 2 - An Equine Center. This facility will have 15 stalls for our horses, a covered riding stable, bleacher seating, 
etc. The cost? 1.2 million.

The next step is raising the funds. That is what the following video explains. Check it out at:
https://youtu.be/Z1N4q2lzdds

To our pastors and head elders, please show this at every church and church board meeting. Let’s see what God wants to do 
through us to develop Camp Akita, and minister to our children.

NEWS

 I am excited to report that the Illinois Conference churches will be sending over 1000 pathfinders to the 2019 
International Chosen Pathfinder Camporee in Oshkosh in August. As the day approaches, your Pathfinder club should 
prepare in various ways. Pre-planning could include preparing tents and other camping gear, to making the food shopping 
lists. You should also arrange for travel to and from the camporee. Some Pathfinders clubs may use a bus. The process 
of getting to camporee safely requires quality supervision, taking extra care during rest stops or in the airports, and 
much more. Check out the video link below and listen to David Fournier, chief client care officer of Adventist Risk 
Management, Inc. (ARM), as he walks you through the primary items that every Pathfinder leader should know to help 
their campers travel safely to Camporee. http://tinyurl.com/y3uaz37a

 Need to get away?  Join Mission Akita, Wednesday, May 
29-June 5, 2019!  This is an opportunity to enjoy the restful, serene 
landscape of Camp Akita in Gilson, IL, while being actively involved in 
preparing the Camp for guests. Projects include a new “prayer gazebo,” 
trail-building, continued renovations to the Walnut building, tree and 
limb clean-up, and much more. Projects for all skills and energy levels! 
Come for all or part of our mission week. Our reservation form is at 
ilcsda.org. Please submit by May 1. For more information contact: 
jdaum@ilcsda.org. 

RESOURCES

 Keeper of My Heart. Directed by John Mathews.
This seminar will help participants discover that stewardship is our vocation. Participants will experience a deeper 
relationship with God as they learn how to live out the timeless principles of practicing faithful stewardship. This set 
includes six one-hour sessions with videos and questions for discussion. https://tinyurl.com/y3awqheb



 In honor of Women’s History Month, we’ll be taking a look at some inspirational women of faith. Our first 
woman of the month is Ruth. “There was a famine in the land.” Thus begins the story of one of the most inspiring women 
in the Bible. Ruth, a Moabite widow, experienced tremendous tragedy and loss. But despite the challenges she faced, she 
knew she had found the God of heaven and refused to let Him go. https://tinyurl.com/y3qvpnod 

 iBelieve Bible
iBelieve Bible is a web series for Seventh-day Adventist youth and young adults who want to dig deeper into issues of 
faith and spirituality. It’s about asking the hard questions, fostering honest conversations, and coming to a more profound 
understanding of who we are. Sign up for email updates to learn when new videos and articles are available.  
https://www.ibelievebible.com

DID YOU KNOW?    SDA World Membership Distribution: 1960 vs. 2017

    1960          2017
North America 27% 6%
Latin America 20% 30%
Europe 16% 2%
Asia 13% 18%
Africa 20% 41%
Oceania 4% 3%

“Cultural differences may not always be complex and confusing. But the possibility for 
misunderstanding is greater due to unfamiliarity with individuals and the beliefs and 

attitudes that motivate their behaviors.”

                                                  Check out our Facebook 
page at 

Illinois Conference of  
Seventh-day Adventists.
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