
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

One of the first things you notice when you visit Israel is how rough 
the terrain is. It’s a very mountainous country. As we drove through 
southern Israel, you could not help but think how difficult it must 
have been to travel by foot. As we traveled from Jericho to Masada, 

I imagined what it must have been like for Jesus to spend 40 days and 40 
nights fasting in this wilderness as he was being tempted by the enemy. In 
that area, it would have made an already difficult fast nearly unbearable.
Today, I think on the words of Psalm 121, and think about the days of 
making this journey on foot! 

Matthew 4:1 says, “THEN JESUS was led (guided) by the Holy Spirit into 
the wilderness (desert) to be tempted (tested and tried) by the devil.”

It’s important to note here that He was led by the Holy Spirit to go into this 
place. The wilderness is a tough, unforgiving place, but when it is the Holy 
Spirit leading us, we can trust God will protect us and give us everything 
we need. It’s not always comfortable where the Spirit leads us. You may 
have experienced this. Sure, we like it when God leads us to the mountain 
top, but that is often not the case. The road of this life can be hard, and the 
mountain can be rough. The Spirit will often take us to seek and to save the 
lost. I want to remind us that with the leading of the Holy Spirit we cannot 
fail. Of course, His definition of success and failure may be different than 
our own. We only see in part, so we can only know in part what God’s plan 
is. He sees the bigger picture and knows what needs to happen in order 
to accomplish His will. Our responsibility is to follow the Spirit’s leading 
wherever that may be, even if it’s the wilderness. If we are willing to trust 
Him, and to follow His leading, we can rest assured He will not let us fail in 
the wilderness. 
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I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT. . . STEVE MARTIN

Steve is our music director at North Shore Academy. Steve shared with me that he has been asked 
to perform at Orchestra Hall downtown for an annual event called Siamsa na nGael, which in Irish 
means, “Celebration of Irish Music”. He will be playing in the Irish Trad Band, along with a symphony 
orchestra & choir, with some other highly notable guests.

CHURCH VISIT

This past Sabbath, Lori and I had the privilege of visiting the Burbank SDA Church, where I had the opportunity to 
preach and worship with the members, and then enjoy a fellowship lunch together. 

In the evening, Lori and I attended the choir festival at Hinsdale Academy to listen to our students from Hinsdale, North 
Shore, and Gurnee. The choir, led by our very own CJ Daniel, music director at Hinsdale Academy, was excellent. 

NEWS

 Milenko Tanurdzic, pastor of our Yugoslavian and Lakeview churches, has accepted a call to pastor in the 
British Columbia Conference. We will miss Pastor Milenko, and his wife, Aleksandra, but we wish them well. They 
will transition sometime this upcoming summer. Thank you for your service!

 The new Pathfinder Pavilion 
construction is under way at Camp Akita. 
Here are a few pictures of the progress. It is 
scheduled to be completed in May. Soon, you 
will be hearing of our fundraising efforts for 
Project number two, an Equestrian Center. Stay 
tuned for more.

 The Illinois Conference Board of 
Education met this week. I am glad to report 
that our schools are doing an excellent job 
discipling and educating our students. I want
to thank our teachers for their tireless work, 
the impact which won’t be fully realized until 
the Kingdom. 



 The International Mission trip to Peru was a success. A team of 12 people traveled to Iquitos, Peru, to share Jesus 
in a tangible way. They poured the footings for a new security wall at Poppy’s House (People of Peru Project).  This 
included digging through clay, creating rebar frames, hauling water, sand, and cement, and doing yard cleanup.  In the 
evening, the team held a VBS program. The children, of course, loved it. They enjoyed singing, praying, and listening to 
Bible stories. Peru has many different cultures based on locality, climate, and elevation.  The group was able to visit areas 
in the Amazon River basin and high elevations area like Cusco, Machu Picchu and Lake Titicaca. It reinforced that no 
matter the temperature or elevation, we all need Jesus. Each new “friend” met was an opportunity to witness in word and 
action. If you would like to participate in a future mission trip let us know at jdaum@ilcsda.org. 

 #FollowHim Film Contest. Introducing the #FollowHim Adventist Mission film contest! Students ages 18 and 
under around the world are invited to creatively tell the world how mission inspires them to follow God every day. Entries 
are due by March 31, 2019. For more information, go to: https://am.adventistmission.org/followhim-contest

RESOURCES

 Operation Whitecoat DVD. During the Cold War, more than 2,300 non-combatant conscientious objectors from 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church volunteered to serve their country by participating in medical experiments focused on 
developing defensive medical countermeasures against the Soviet Union’s bio-warfare capabilities. Operation Whitecoat 
tells the story of these patriots. For more information, go to: https://vimeo.com/211239868

 Safety Sabbath 2019 is just around the corner! Safety Sabbath will be on March 23, 2019. The goal? To make 
sure every church in the North American Division has access to the needed materials to participate in Safety Sabbath. 
Adventist Risk Management has put together a Safety Sabbath Media Kit with everything you need to share about Safety 
Sabbath through your publications and social media. Check it out at: https://tinyurl.com/y65dsst4

DID YOU KNOW. . .

… Over the last ten years, the percentage of children in Adventist families has shrunk from 20% to 12%? That is almost 
half the number of children as there were a decade ago.
(from 2018 North American Adventist Demographic Study conducted by the Center for Creative Ministry)

“The majority of professed Christians part with their means with great reluctance. 
Many of them do not give 1/20th of their income to God and give far less than that; 
while there is a large class who robs God of the little tithe, and others who give ONLY 

the tithe.”   

Ellen G. White—Testimonies Vol. 4, page 474
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