
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

Ephesians 4:2: “Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing 
with one another in love.”

February is Black History Month. In classrooms around the country, 
children will be learning about famous African Americans and their 
contributions to our culture. But there’s one thing most kids have not 
been told about many of these famous men and women…and that is, their 
Christian faith, and how it motivated their lives and their work.

For instance, Sojourner Truth is often identified as a women’s rights advocate 
and abolitionist. Overlooked is the source of her fiery devotion to human 
rights: her commitment to Jesus Christ. “The Lord gave me the name 
Sojourner,” she declared, “because I was to travel up and down the land, 
showing people their sins, and being a sign unto them.” At age 88, her dying 
words were, “Follow the Lord Jesus.”

And then there’s Rosa Parks. Many people know the story of the seamstress 
who helped ignite the modern civil rights movement. But far fewer people 
know that Parks was a devout Christian and that it was her faith that gave her 
the strength to do what she did that day in 1955. “Since I have always been a 
strong believer in God,” she says, “I knew that He was with me, and only He 
could get me through that next step” that is, refusing to give up her seat on a 
bus. Rosa Parks passed away in 2005.

Children also hear a lot about Jackie Robinson’s quiet dignity in the face 
of racial bigotry on the ball field. But many don’t realize the source of 
Robinson’s ability to turn the other cheek: It was his faith in Jesus Christ. 
During his ten years with the Dodgers, he endured racist remarks, death 
threats, and unfair calls by umpires. But Robinson’s faith helped him keep 
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his anger in check. Every night, he got on his knees and prayed for self-control.

Most people know about George Washington Carver. Born a slave in 1860, Carver rose to become director of agricultural 
research at Tuskegee University in Alabama. He is remembered for developing 118 derivative products from sweet potatoes 
and 300 from peanuts; including peanut butter. Thanks to his efforts, by 1940, peanuts were the second largest cash crop in 
the South. But there is hardly a reference to the most important aspect of his life: how his faith in God inspired his creativity. 
“I didn’t make these discoveries,” Carver once said. “God has only worked through me to reveal to His children some of His 
wonderful providence.”

Stories like these are a reminder of what a central role the Christian faith has played in the lives of many great Americans. 
May it be a reminder to us today.

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT...

...Steve Martin, music teacher at North Shore Academy. At North Shore School’s Spring band 
concert on May 19, at 6pm in the North Shore school gym, something special is going to 
happen. The program will feature our band students performing their annual final concert of 
the year, but during the program Steve will be attempting to play the tune “Mary Had A Little 
Lamb” on as many different instruments possible in 4 minutes. His calculations project at least 
40 instruments. Steve has hired a professional videographer to create a video that he will be 
submitting to recordsetter.com, and hopefully his effort will comply with their guidelines and be 
accepted. Records they accept are awarded a certificate and are posted on their website through 
YouTube. I am looking forward to it, Steve!

NEWS

 I am happy to report that a new Mission Group has been established and is meeting downstate in Effingham. 
This Mission Group is being planted out of the Fairmont City church and is been led by their head elder Jairo 
Barboza. Here are pictures of their gathering! I am very excited about this new developing church plant! 
 2018 Tithe for the Illinois Conference was .17% higher than 2017 giving, and at $12,192,111. Thank you for your 
faithfulness. May God continue to bless the Illinois Conference as we strive to accomplish the mission God has given us 
and to one day hear the words, “Well done, good and faithful servant!”

 



RESOURCES

 Youth Sabbath School Ideas. Do you lead youth Sabbath school but struggle to plan each week’s program? 
Check out these new helps from the Youth Ministries Department of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in North America. 
Weekly helps include opening activities, music selections, video clips, application ideas, and more. Go to: 
https://www.youthsabbathschoolideas.org

 An All-New Season of Discovery Mountain Debuts This Week! The Voice of Prophecy’s audio adventure series 
for kids is back with an all-new season called “Seeds of Change.” Download free Discovery Mountain episodes from your 
favorite podcast platform or listen online. And keep an eye out for the debut Discovery Mountain Vacation Bible School, 
called Rescued: Safe in Jesus, coming in February! Go to: https://www.discoverymountain.com

DID YOU KNOW. . .

… the celebration of Black History Month began as “Negro History Week,” which was created in 1926 by Carter G. 
Woodson, a noted African American historian, scholar, educator, and publisher?

“The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and 
convenience, but where he stands at times of challenge and controversy.” 

—Martin Luther King Jr.
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