
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“In everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ 
Jesus.”  —1 Thessalonians 5:18 

In the classic autobiography, The Hiding Place, Corrie ten Boom talks 
about her sufferings at the hands of the Nazis and Adolph Hitler. Corrie and 
her sister, Betsie, were jailed at the Nazi concentration camp, Ravensbruck, 
and experienced terrible atrocities there. On one occasion, they were forced 
to take their clothes of in front of the German soldiers. In that humiliating 
moment, an amazing discovery came to Corrie’s mind: “They took Jesus’ 
clothes too. He hung naked for me.” When she relayed that wondrous 
thought to Betsie, she gasped and said, “Oh, Corrie, and I never thanked 
Him for it.” 

The Bible tells us that we are to give thanks in everything. In Psalm 50:23, 
God says, “He who offers a sacrifice of thanksgiving honors Me.” During 
hard times, thanksgiving is difficult, and it is definitely a sacrifice to thank 
God in a Nazi concentration camp, but it is necessary. Thanksgiving honors 
God, and when you and I honor God, He honors us.

How is your thanksgiving factor? Are you facing tough times? Have you 
been complaining about the things in your life that are hard and frustrating? 
Why not try praising and thanking God for your difficulty. Choose to live a 
life of thanksgiving, and you will be blessed. 
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I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT. . . 

…Hinsdale SDA Academy’s, 4th grade teacher, Patrice Jenkins. 
Last summer, Patrice started a Disney Community Teacher Page on 
Facebook to promote the building and cultivation of educators who 
want to share ideas and experiences they have in the classroom. 
Patrice has always loved Disney. She got married at Disney with 
Mickey in attendance and honeymooned there in the summer of 2017. 
Fast forward to a year later when a Good Morning America producer 
found her page and reached out to her via Facebook Messenger 
inquiring about her love for Disney and all of her Disney themed 
outfits. Two days passed and then the producer asked her to send 
photos. Patrice sent the producer over 150 photos and at that point was told she was one out of thousands of teachers they 
were looking to give a huge surprise to! The surprise was to celebrate Mickeys upcoming 90th Birthday by traveling to 
every Disney Park in the world. This past Friday, she received a call from Good Morning America telling her they would 
be by to film her. Good Morning America showed up at Hinsdale Academy and filmed Patrice with her students in her 
classroom. They also announced that she had won. 

Congratulations to Patrice for representing the Christian values of love, kindness, and caring to a culture where the media 
often promotes the opposite. 

CHURCH VISIT

This past Sabbath, I had a chance to preach at the Deer Park SDA church. Both the Deer Park church and the Palatine 
Hispanic church met together for this special Sabbath. This was part of a celebration of Deer Park’s 50th Anniversary. 
Congratulations, Deer Park! What a pleasure to be with both churches! 

CAMP AKITA UPDATE

Here is an update on the Pathfinder Pavilion Project for Camp Akita. 
• On December 3rd, the plans for the Pathfinder Training Center will be available through Craig Wright at Wright & 

Associates, Inc at (309) 367-2924
• On December 10th, there will be a mandatory meeting at the camp at 2 PM for those interested in bidding for the 

contract. If you are interested, feel free to contact Wright & Wright & Associates, Inc at (309) 367-2924 or Mike Daum 
at the Conference Office.



• On December 19th, all bids are due in a sealed envelope and will be reviewed by our Architect/Engineer, Roger 
Henderson (Camp Akita Manager), and Mike Daum. The meeting will begin at 2 PM.

NEWS

	 The North American Division Year-End Meetings were held last week. Here are several highlights from the 
meetings:

•  Randy Robinson will serve as the NAD treasurer following the retirement of G. Thomas Evans in January and 
pending a vote by the General Conference executive committee. Robinson has served the denomination for 36 years, 
and he is currently the treasurer of the Southern Union, where he has served for 11 years.

•  On Friday, as part of his president’s report, Dan Jackson reiterated the NAD’s mission: “To reach everyone in the 
North American Division with the Christ-centered message of hope and wholeness.” He then expanded upon the 
mission, speaking about how we are to bring hope to our territory. 

•  On Sunday, the morning discussion was devoted to a discussion on the voted General Conference document titled 
“Regard for and Practice of General Conference Session and General Conference Executive Committee Actions,” 
which some are calling the “GC Compliance Document,” or “GC Unity Document.” On Tuesday, the NAD delegates 
approved the response.  

•  On Monday, the following motion was made and accepted: “Recommend the NAD Administration to discuss with 
[the] General Conference the issue of financial parity to be accomplished in two to three years.” 

Also, many reports were presented, heard, and accepted. You can read about it at: https://www.nadadventist.org/news/
mission-field-home

 News from Diana Lamar, our volunteer Women Ministries Coordinator: Diana reports, “We had 90 women 
register for the Women’s retreat. Some of the women that helped out as presenters were Nicole Harvey-Williams from 
the Seminary at Andrews University. She has a ministry called, “Speak Life”, and was a presenter at a breakout session. 
Nicole is passionate about telling her story of being promiscuous and how it was destroying who God created her to 
be. She doesn’t want to hide her past, but instead wants to speak to young woman with her testimony and how Jesus 
transformed her. Also, Roberta Fish presented a breakout session called “How to Help Survivors of Abuse.”  It was about 
how to make a safe place for women to attend if they themselves have been abused at any time during their life. We also 
had some less “heavy” breakouts.  Gail Dickman had the women making pins or brooches that they could wear, out of 
some really fun materials…and much more.”

 As a follow up for their Fall evangelistic meetings, the Burbank and 
La Grange Brookfield Churches are offering a weekly Daniel Bible Prophecy 
Seminar.  This past week, there were 9 people attending in la Grange and 12 in 
Burbank, including non-church members. 

 Pastor Villamor Meriales, pastor of our Chicago Fil-Am and Morton 
Grove Fil-Am churches, reports three baptism of were a result of Chicago Fil-Am 
evangelistic crusade held November 5-10. The speaker was Pete Braman, our 
Illinois Conference Ministerial Director.

  Check out our Facebook 
page at 

Illinois Conference of  
Seventh-day Adventists.

Burbank Daniel Bible Prophecy Seminar



RESOURCES 

Burst the Bubble, by Sung Kwon. The purpose of discipleship is not only to proclaim the Good News, but also to demon-
strate the love of God to people who are in need. Burst the Bubble was created for pastors and church members interested 
in connecting the church with the community through caring for people and meeting their needs.
https://www.adventsource.org/store/adult-ministries/adventist-missions/burst-the-bubble-39097

DID YOU KNOW. . .

. . . Benjamin Franklin wanted the turkey to be the national bird, not the eagle?

“Christ in His self-denial, Christ in His humiliation, Christ in His purity and holiness, 
Christ in His matchless love--this is the subject for the soul’s contemplation” 

Ellen G White—Steps to Christ page 70

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s 
desk directly into your email please subscribe by following the link on the 

president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president


