
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

‘Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called 
Gethsemane, and he said to them, “Sit here while I go over 
there and pray.” …going a little further, he fell with his face 
to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, may 
this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.”’  
Matthew 26: 36, 39

The disciples just didn’t get it. It didn’t make any sense to them. Three 
times Jesus had predicted His upcoming death and resurrection, and yet, all 
the disciples heard was death. Jesus was going to be killed, and this upset 
them. The “rising from the dead” part just didn’t sink in. 

See, at that time, crucifixion was common. Jesus knew what He would 
face, and at Gethsemane He was terrified. The Bible says that in the 
moments leading up to His arrest, Jesus’ anxiety and fear was so great that 
His sweat was like drops of blood. Jesus even asked His Father to remove 
this mountain – yet added, “not my will but yours.” I think this might be 
the greatest example of faith and prayer in history.

God gave Jesus extraordinary power to move ahead in faith and endure the 
cross. We can learn see from this that sometimes the mountains, challenges, 
we face don’t just move or disappear. Instead, we’re given the supernatural 
power and strength to climb or endure. 

What kind of mountains/challenges are you facing today? Is it a prolonged 
illness? A broken relationship? A problem that appears so insurmountable 
that you don’t see a way out? I want to remind you that nothing is 
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impossible with God. When we have God on our side, we know that even incredible difficulties can ultimately end in 
triumph. May you sense God presence today and each day. 

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT... 

...the Elmhurst church. This past Sabbath, they had a special time of appreciation and recogni-
tion of their pastor, John Piroski. It was Pastor Appreciation Sabbath at Elmhurst (It is pastor 
appreciation month, so it’s not too late to show appreciation to your pastor). It brings me joy 
when a church shows their pastor some love. (I also want to thank Head Elder, Doug Hamel, 
and the church for your kindness and appreciation to me.)

CHURCH VISIT

As I just mentioned, this past Sabbath, I had the privilege of preaching at the Elm-
hurst church. I also got the opportunity to do something I don’t get to do much these 
days, a child dedication! I was honored to dedicate to the Lord Noah Matej Piroski, 
the 6-month son of Elmhurst Pastor John and Carmen Piroski. What a joy to be at the 
Elmhurst church and see all the wonderful things happening there. 

NEWS

  The Burbank and La Grange churches are currently conducting evangelistic meetings. Pastor Indreiu reports they 
have had 8 guests in Burbank and 14 in La Grange. Let’s join them in praying that God will touch lives and draw them 
closer to Him.

 This coming Sunday, October 28th, we will hold the Illinois Conference 33rd Constituency Session. I am 
looking forward to being together with the 440 or so delegates that will represent our territory. Our agenda will include 
the election of officers and departmental directors, Camp Akita and possible projects, a report from the Constitution and 
Bylaws committee, etc.. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT

Here is a partial report from the nominating committee: All officers and departmental directors have been nominated to 
continue to serve. The Executive Committee and Board of Education members have also been chosen, and our executive 
secretary is contacting them to see if they are willing to serve. Looking forward to seeing our delegates on Sunday!

ILLINOIS CONFERENCE HISTORY

Here is a little Illinois Conference History I thought you might be interested in…

Before coming to Illinois, I was the senior pastor of the Santa Rosa SDA church. The Santa Rosa SDA church is the 
oldest church west of the Mississippi. It’s 149 years old. It was founded in 1869 by John Norton (JN) Loughborough and 
DT Bordeau. J.N. Loughborough was also its first pastor. (I was the 22nd pastor in its 149-year history.)



I mention this because J. N. Loughborough was also one of the pioneers that helped start the church in Illinois. 
Loughborough first came to Illinois in June 1853 (15 years before going to California) after getting on a steamer at Grand 
Haven, Michigan, thinking it was headed for Wisconsin. Four years later, in 1857, Loughborough was the first Adventist 
to hold a tent meeting in Illinois. Loughborough also began the first Sabbath school and small group/bible class in Illinois. 
This is in 1857. Remember the Seventh-day Adventist church was not officially organized until 1861. Also, realize that 
Illinois became the 21st state of the Union in December 1818, so the population of the state in 1857 was only around 
55,000.

In September 1868, the second camp meeting ever held by Seventh-day Adventists was convened at Clyde, Illinois. In 
1895 Dr. J. H. Kellogg established the American Medical Missionary College on South Wabash Avenue. Fifteen years 
later, the college was merged with the University of Illinois, but while it was under SDA auspices, about 200 physicians 
received their medical training. This college was a forerunner of the College of Medical Evangelists. In 1904, Drs. David 
and Mary Paulson organized the Hinsdale Sanitarium and Benevolent Association and opened a sanitarium at Hinsdale. 
The Hinsdale church was accepted into the Northern Illinois Conference on Feb. 6, 1908.

In 1870, the Illinois Conference was formed, which became a part of the Lake Union Conference in 1901, when the union 
was organized. It was later divided into a couple of Conferences... and then in 1931 the entire state was reunited into one 
conference. Offices for the reorganized Illinois Conference were first on Wacker Drive in Chicago, then after May 1932 
in a building in Brookfield owned by the Pacific Press, then in March 1954 into a new office building in Brookfield.  In 
March 1998 the office moved to its current location in Willowbrook. I pray that the Lord will continue to bless His work in 
the Illinois Conference.

RESOURCES 

 Free Online Course for Church Board Leaders
Join this free online course to help your church board become an effective ministry focused on mission. By the end of this 
course you will learn how to chair meetings, manage the agenda, encourage teamwork, and much more.
https://www.adventistlearningcommunity.com/courses/1119

  NAD Stewardship Ministries published a workbook titled, He Came to My House. The author of this new resource 
is Tracy B. John, a recent graduate of the North American Division Stewardship Certification Program. She holds a 
bachelor’s degree in Business Administration in Management and a master’s degree in accounting. She also completed a 
certificate in Personal Financial Planning. Sermons and PowerPoints that go along with this workbook can be downloaded 
from https://www.nadstewardship.org/resources/ )

“I saw that if we do not feel immediate answers to our prayers, we should hold fast 
our faith, not allowing distrust to come in, for that will separate us from God... Our 
confidence in God should be strong; and when we need it most, the blessing will fall 

upon us like a shower of rain .”

Ellen G White—Testimonies for the Church Vol. 1, p.120, 121.
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