
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“Now Peter continued knocking; and when they opened the 
door and saw him, they were astonished.” —Acts 12:16

I was thinking of the story found in Acts 12, where the people 
of God prayed for Peter, who had been thrown into prison by 
King Herod. You might remember that Herod had just executed 

James. So, I have no doubt they were afraid that Peter would be next. 
While Peter was in prison, “constant prayer was offered to God for him by 
the church” (verse 5). Then, something amazing happened. God sent an 
angel to Peter in his cell, and his chains fell off, the door opened, and the 
angel led him out of the prison. Then, Peter went to the house where the 
believers were praying and knocked on the door. The stunned servant who 
answered it left Peter standing there as she ran to tell everyone. But they 
refused to believe her. Seems strange to me. God could get Peter out of a 
prison, but Peter couldn’t get himself into the prayer meeting. 

Clearly there is a place for faith in our prayers. And no doubt, on many 
occasions, our prayers have been hindered because we didn’t pray with 
enough faith or any faith whatsoever. But, Jesus taught us to pray, “Your 
kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 
6:10). There is a place for faith. And even if your faith is weak, I encourage 
you to come to God in prayer with as much faith as you have. God is 
listening, and He will answer.
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I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT...

the Galesburg Park View Seventh-day Adventist church. Their Open-Door free clothing distribution 
ministry was just recognized in the local newspaper. Way to go! Thank you for being the hands and feet 
of Jesus.

CHURCH VISIT

This past Sabbath, actually Friday night to Sunday morning, I joined 
85 of our Illinois Conference members at Camp Akita for our annual 
prayer retreat. Professor Joe Kidder was the presenter and I was blessed 
by his presentations. Saturday night, four of us; Ron Schultz, Steve 
Welch, Pete Braman, and myself, led in an anointing service for those 
in need of healing. What a spiritually moving time! I want to thank Ron 
Schultz for planning this wonderful event.

Friday morning, before heading to Camp Akita, I was able to give the 
devotional at the first Lake Union Well Being Provider Conference organized 
by Heather Hoffman and our hospitals for the Adventist Doctors in our area. I 
am very excited about the commitment of our hospitals to continue to partner 
in serving the church and its church members here in in Illinois. 

NEWS

  This following Sunday, October 14th, the Nominating Committee that was recently selected by the Organizing 
committee (made up of members from each church in the Conference) will meet to select the officers, directors, Executive 
Committee, and Board of Education for the next four years for the Illinois Conference. The meeting will be chaired by the 
Lake Union President, Elder Maurice Valentine. I invite you to pray for the nominating committee and the process.

 Creation Sabbath is October 27th. Creation Sabbath is a day to celebrate God’s Creation, taking place on the 4th 
Sabbath of every October. Join in this global celebration by planning and promoting Creation Sabbath in your own church 
community. For more information, go to: https://creationsabbath.net

 The southern Illinois youth are conducting a series of meetings they have titled, “Hope for These Times,” in 
West Frankfort, IL. It started October 5, 2018. The youth and young adults are sharing the evangelistic messages and 
health talks, as well as sharing music. The young people are from several southern Illinois churches including; Du Quoin, 
Fairmont City, Oakhill, Thompsonville, and West Frankfort. May the Lord bless this event.

 There will be a Children’s Ministries Leadership Training at North Shore SDA Church, October 19-21, 2018 
(Friday, 5:00 p.m. to Sunday, 12:30 p.m.) The Guest speaker will be Dr. Linda Koh, General Conference Children’s 
Ministries Director.

  Check out our Facebook 
page at 

Illinois Conference of  
Seventh-day Adventists.



RESOURCES 

 52 5-Minute Sermons for Kids, By Anne Pilmoor. 
Share valuable spiritual lessons in five minutes or less! This book is packed with simple yet memorable object lessons for 
use at home or at church. Includes tips for reinforcing the importance of prayer, obeying God’s commandments, God’s 
love for us, and more! Includes one 5-minute sermon for each week of the year. Go to: https://www.adventsource.org/
as30/store-productDetails.aspx?id=39412

 Looking for audio resources. Check out www.araudio.org. This resources from the Adventist Review has fantastic 
content on demand. “Let those who have ears, listen.”

DID YOU KNOW...

...…Uriah Smith was 23 years old when he was listed as editor in the first Review and Herald printed in Battle Creek in 
1855?

“You cannot pray for someone and hate them at the same time.”

—Unknown

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s 
desk directly into your email please subscribe by following the link on the 

president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president


