
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“If I were hungry I would not tell you, for the world is mine, 
and all that is in it.” Psalm 50:12

In a message on stewardship, a pastor recently encouraged 
the people to go home, look around, and give thanks for 
what they had. He wanted the people to give thanks to God 

for letting them live in homes that belong to Him and for allowing them 
to drive cars that really are His. He wanted them to thank God for their 
paychecks, businesses, jobs, savings, and investments. He wanted them to 
acknowledge God as the owner of all things.

That’s the teaching of Psalm 50, that God is the absolute owner of 
everything we have. “The world is mine, and all that is in it,” says the 
Lord. God owns “the cattle on a thousand hills.” He is the owner of 
absolutely everything we have. We are no more than managers. As one 
author put it, “God never turned the deed or title over to us.”

Take a few moments today to look at everything you have. Take out your 
checkbooks and your bank statements, and ask yourself: Am I living as 
someone who knows he is not the owner? Do I use my resources to build 
God’s kingdom and to help those in need? Remember the words of Jesus: 
“Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will 
be given to you as well.” Matthew 6:33 Ask him to help you be a faithful 
steward.
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I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT...

Mary Martin, the first and second grade teacher at North Shore. She has implemented flexible seating in 
her classroom. Flexible seating opens up the classroom environment and encourages greater collaboration, 
communication, and interaction between students and the teacher. It is also helpful for students that need to 
move in order to focus. Way to go, Mary! 

CHURCH VISIT

This past Sabbath, I preached at the North Shore SDA church. Good things are 
happening there at the church and at the school, under the leadership of Pastor 
Burnett and Principal Turner. I love the multicultural atmosphere, and especially 
enjoyed the African choir. Thank you, North Shore, for the hospitality and privilege 
of worshipping together. 

Sabbath afternoon, I had the honor of being able to be 
part of a Commissioning Service for hospital chaplain 
Cristina Grys. A commissioning service like this is the 
Seventh-day Adventist church’s way of recognizing 
the calling of an individual to ministry. It is also the 
ecclesiastical endorsement of the church that Cristina is a 
Commissioned Minister of the Gospel of the Seventh-day 
Adventist church. Congratulations, Cristina! 

NEWS

 November 4th is Stewardship Sabbath. Now, I don’t know that I am completely comfortable with making one 
Sabbath a year a stewardship Sabbath because it seems to imply that stewardship is a one-time thing, which it is not. But, 
I will share it as a prompt and reminder we should always be faithful with what God has entrusted us with, and return to 
Him what is His. 

If you click, https://www.nadstewardship.org/resources/stewardship-sabbath/ you will find a sermon, children’s story, and 
PowerPoint for use on November 4—or any other Sabbath, for that matter. Written by Pastor Karl Haffner, Of Assets and 
Attitudes is a thoughtful and humorous sermon on stewardship. You will find the materials in English and Spanish.

 What is Creation Sabbath? How can my church celebrate Creation Sabbath? When is Creation Sabbath this year? 
The answers to these questions are not secrets, and now they easily accessible at the newly revamped Creation Sabbath 
website — ready in time for the special Sabbath on Oct. 27. For more information go to: https://www.nadadventist.org/
news/geoscience-research-institute-launches-new-creation-sabbath-website-and-branding.
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RESOURCES 

 Ellen White and Stewardship. Have you wondered what Ellen White thought about stewardship? Watch as Dwain 
Esmond, associate director of the Ellen G. White® Estate, as he gives an example of stewardship from Ellen White’s life. 
Go to: https://youtu.be/jgfdgDalvzg

 Engage: Faith That Matters, by Nathan Brown. Faith that matters begins and ends with Jesus. But engaging with Je-
sus will always send us back to our time and place, to our communities and our world, just as He was sent. This collection 
of essays wrestles with aspects of this faithful process, particularly as it calls us to engage with issues that hurt those who 
are most marginalized and vulnerable in our world. 
Go to:  https://www.adventsource.org/as30/store-productDetails.aspx?id=39411 

DID YOU KNOW...

...…these General Statistics on giving in American Churches in North America? These are all churches, not just 
Adventists. 
• 66% of all adults donated to a church or religious center during 2017.
• 17% of adults claim to tithe, while 3% actually do so.
• 8% of those making $20,000 or less gave at least 10% of their income to churches, while 1% of those making 
$75,000-$99,999 gave a similar amount 

“Remember that you are to live but one day at a time, that God has given you one day, 
and heavenly records will show how you have valued its privileges and opportunities.”

—Ellen G. White, My Life Today page 95

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s 
desk directly into your email please subscribe by following the link on the 

president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president


