
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“In everything, therefore, treat people the same way you 
want them to treat you, for this is the Law and the Prophets.”  
Matthew 7:12

Do you know the story of the famous American racehorse, 
Seabiscuit? It’s an inspiring story, and also a fascinating 
glimpse at American social history during the 1930s. These 

horses were treated better than the jockeys who were paid very little and 
given poor housing. They didn’t have any medical care, even though this 
was one of the most dangerous professions in the world. And I thought to 
myself, “What a great example of what Scripture is talking about, when it 
refers to unjust and unfair behavior towards those God has entrusted to our 
authority.”

The words of Jesus could not be clearer. We are to be fair. But it doesn’t 
just mean adequate pay and benefits. The employer must treat employees 
fairly, and that fairness extends much further than just pay and benefits. It 
also means not showing partiality. What does that mean? Well, look at it 
this way. If you’ve ever seen a situation where a parent shows favoritism to 
one child over another, you know how incredibly demoralizing it can be to 
the entire home. There’s no sense of harmony and health. It works the same 
way in the workplace. Think of the demoralizing effect partiality has on 
employees. It’s the perfect place for Jesus’ golden rule to be applied…do 
unto others as you would have them do unto you. 

What would happen if supervisors treated employees and supervisors 
approached each other in this way? Morale would soar, productivity would 
increase. Let’s do our best to treat others the way we want to be treated.
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I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT...

The Hinsdale church provides activity bags for kids during church. What a great idea, to provide Sabbath bags for families who are 
in the process of training their children. Thank you to the ladies from the resource center for this great ministry.  

CHURCH VISIT

This past Sabbath, I preached at the Hinsdale SDA church. The music talent 
at the church is amazing. I was blessed by the orchestra, the praise team, the 
men’s chorus, and the young girl who played the piano as the children went 
back to their seats from children’s 
story. 

Special thanks to Gerald Lofthouse for 
the great children’s story. I love the 
Samson wig. =)

NEWS

 Tomorrow night, the Illinois Conference staff will be celebrating Elizabeth De Leon’s 32 years of service to the 
Illinois Conference. Elizabeth has served as the associate treasurer with distinction, and we wish her well in her future 
activities. 

May the Lord bless you and keep you, Elizabeth!

 The Illinois Conference prayer retreat is coming up October 5-7 at Camp Akita. Our special guest is Dr. Joe Kidder. I 
am looking forward to being there and to seeing those of you who are planning to attend.

RESOURCES 

 Response Worship Summit
Worship is the central component in the Christian life—a response to Christ in gratitude. Join the Response Summit in 
Lincoln, Nebraska from Oct. 24-27 to be educated, encouraged, and equipped to worship in your local setting. Register at: 
https://www.responsesummit.org

 EQUIP: Putting Your Spiritual Gifts into Action, By Curtis Rittenour.
EQUIP is based on the belief that every Seventh-day Adventist Christian should serve in the body of Christ and be a wit-
ness in the community. Discover your spiritual gifts and help lead others through this process: http://bit.ly/SDAequip 

DID YOU KNOW...

...that as of December 2017 there are 86,576 Adventist churches in the world? Membership as of that date is at 
20,727,347. May God bless us here in Illinois as we “Go and Make Disciples…”

  Check out our Facebook 
page at 

Illinois Conference of  
Seventh-day Adventists.



“The church is God’s appointed agency for the salvation of men. It was organized for 
service, and its mission is to carry the gospel to the world. From the beginning it has 

been God’s plan that through His church shall be reflected to the world His fullness and 
His sufficiency.”

—Ellen G. White, Acts of the Apostles page 9

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s 
desk directly into your email please subscribe by following the link on the 

president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president


