
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of 
those who love Him; who have been called according to His 
purpose.” - Romans 8:28

I hope you had a great holiday weekend. We Americans like 
holidays, and that’s not a bad thing. It’s actually good to have 
special days set aside to remember what people, or groups of 

people, have done in the past that affected America in positive ways. It’s 
odd, however, that even though we love holidays, America only recognizes 
12 “national” holidays. We have holidays to celebrate our independence, 
memorialize our veterans, as well as to contemplate all the things we 
are thankful for. We also honor great people and their accomplishments. 
But, holidays are so scarce that all 44 of our presidents have to share a 
single day! When you think about it, there are only two people who have 
achieved such distinction that they have a holiday of their own – Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and Christopher Columbus. And you know what is strange 
about that? Columbus failed!

That’s right. Christopher Columbus was on a mission to find a shorter trade 
route to India, but he missed it by over nine thousand miles. Nine thousand 
miles! However, that failure put a spotlight on new lands that motivated 
future explorers, attracted settlers, and eventually resulted in the creation 
of great nations. It was one of history’s biggest blunders, yet we celebrate 
that failure every year with one of our national holidays. Makes me pause 
and suggest that the next time you think you’ve made a big mistake, think 
about Christopher Columbus, and you will see God can turn your blunder 
into something great. 
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ON A PERSONAL NOTE

This past weekend, Lori and I had the opportunity to fly to New Hampshire to celebrate her Father’s 85th birthday, and our 
daughter’s 25th birthday. Just about the whole family showed up; all seven brothers and sisters, the grandkids, and even many great 
grandkids. There is nothing like a large family gathering! I hope you also had a blessed holiday weekend! 

HOW THE CHURCH WORKS 

One of the things that the Conference provides for the churches and schools in our territory is risk management. We are 
blessed to have Adventist Risk Management to help us and protect us from the many issues in our society today. 

This week, I will be over at the Lake Union office at the Lake Union Risk Management Committee to deal with issues of 
liability assessment and prevention. What kind of issues? Here are a few:

• Review our camp’s (Camp Akita) risk management plan. 
• Review the ACA accreditation of our camp to make sure we are tracking when it comes to safety, summer camp 

programming, etc. 
• The committee also appoints sexual misconduct committees to deal with complaints regarding sexual harassment, 

assault, and other offenses by or against church employees. 
• It also reviews any sexual offender lists. There is a letter created by Adventist Risk Management for churches to 

require sex offenders to sign in order to attend the church, and that membership transfers can be checked against so 
that offenders do not fall through the cracks. 

Unfortunately, we have increasing building security issues, and have to be prepared for lock down procedures and other 
emergency responses.

We live in a complex world. All the more reason to do everything we can do to accomplish the mission Jesus himself gave 
us to Go and Make Disciples…so we can go Home soon!
 

NEWS 

 Thank you to John Lewis and his church district for doing just that. Here is a report from Pastor John:

“We started a Prophecy 101 class at Western Illinois University Quad Cities on Wednesday, August 27th. Thirty-
nine people showed up! Only 3 of them were members. We mailed out handbills to all residents of Moline and 
East Moline. Five people showed up due to Facebook ads and thee of them came through personal invitation. I 
implemented a rule that members of the church could only come if they brought a guest. We are going to start 
advertising the class on radio station KRQC in Davenport, IA, right across the river. This station is run by the 
Davenport church and this is being done with the permission of the Davenport pastor. The class is going through 
the basics of Bible prophecy as brought out in the Three Angels’ messages of Revelation 14.  We start with the 
Everlasting Gospel, which communicates the Good News of what life with Jesus is all about.” 

Thank you, Pastor John, and the Moline Church, for all you are doing for God’s Kingdom there in the Moline area. May 
God bless your efforts!

 I want to tell you about a training opportunity right around the corner. Free seminars are being offered at the 
Conference Office, September 23 (Sunday), from 1:00 - 6:00. This is our Area 5 focus, but it remains open to anyone 



from around the Illinois Conference. To help plan accordingly we encourage on-line registration by September 20. 
The following seminars will be offered: Church Elders, Church Clerks, Church Treasurers, Small Groups, Preaching, 
Deacon/Deaconess, Media, and Relational Bible Studies. Please promote this to your church. I know God will bless your  
attending leaders. 

The next training event will be held in Peoria on November 4

RESOURCES 

 Looking for a great podcast? You can subscribe to the Adventist Review Audio Podcast at ARAudio.org

 Interested in mission opportunities? For more information about how to sign up for mission service opportunities, 
visit: wwwafmonline.org.

DID YOU KNOW?

Grover Cleveland helped make Labor Day a national holiday. After violence related to the Pullman railroad strike, 
President Cleveland and lawmakers in Washington wanted a federal holiday to celebrate labor. Cleveland signed an act in 
1894 establishing the federal holiday; most states had already passed laws establishing a Labor Day holiday by that point. 
Sen. James Henderson Kyle of South Dakota introduced S. 730 to make Labor Day a federal legal holiday on the first 
Monday of September. It was approved on June 28, 1894.

“If we would humble ourselves before God, and be kind and courteous and 
tenderhearted and pitiful, there would be one hundred conversions to the truth where 

now there is only one.”

—Ellen G. White, Testimonies Volume 9, page 189
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