
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. 
                                                                                Mark 12:30 
 
Recently, I went out to lunch with an old friend. Now, I’m 
not much of an adventurous eater, in fact, I tend to order the 
same thing. Why mess up a good thing, right? But, my friend 

decided to try something new and ordered a soup called, “Vichyssoise.” I 
didn’t know that Vichyssoise is a thick soup made of puréed leeks, onions, 
potatoes, and cream. I also didn’t know it’s traditionally served cold. 
Maybe I’m just not cultured enough to appreciate this unique delicacy, but 
in my opinion cold soup tastes horrible (unless it is fruit soup, which is 
delicious). Since, I had never tried it, my friend offered to let me taste it. 
After one spoonful, I was trying to find a creative way to spit it out without 
my friend noticing. 

The meal did make me think though, about what the Bible says about 
cold and lukewarm Christians. I know your deeds, that you are neither 
cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! So, because you are 
lukewarm--neither hot nor cold--I am about to spit you out of my mouth.                                 
Revelation 3:15-16

It’s funny how a bowl of soup can make you reflect on your life as a 
Christian. God wants us to change the world, to share the Good News of 
Jesus with others. He has called us to be disciples. So, keep your heart and 
mind centered on Christ, and don’t let yourself grow cold.    
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I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT...HAA ROBOTICS CLUB

It has a great booth at the NAD Teachers Convention, and the students, parents, and pastors (Kokiong and Indreiu) are doing a 
great job manning it. Way to go, guys! 

CHURCH VISIT

I had the opportunity to attend the ASI (Adventist Laymen Services and Industries) Convention last week and listen to 
the message by Mark Finley. During the convention, the ASI Lake Union chapter met. I was pleased to see the Illinois 
Conference well represented by Viorel Catarama, Joy Kauffman, Tom Morrissy and his daughter, Kathy Morrissy, Dr. 
Manuel Alva and his wife, Dr. Esther Alva. 

I am very thankful for the leadership
of Tom Morrissy, president of the Lake Union ASI 
chapter and member of the Downers Grove church,
for his heart for ministry and leadership.

NEWS 

 Starting Monday night, the NAD Education team of 125 staff and volunteers has been serving 6,000+ education 
professionals—from classroom teachers and principals to deans, marketing and development directors, administrators, 
and food service employees—as they converged on Chicago from Aug. 6-9 for the 2018 Teachers’ Convention. This is the 
largest professional development event in the church, and our teachers are present and receiving a blessing. Our teachers 
will be present. 

I am thankful for all the fantastic teachers we have in the Illinois Conference. Blessings as you kick of the new school 
year with this convention. 



 Hinsdale Fil-Am church just got back from a mission trip to Puerto Rico. Here is a report from the head elder, Jason 
Goliath. 
Hinsdale Fil-Am Church just returned from a mission trip to Puerto Rico (July 29-August 5). The group of 39 people 
consisted mainly of youth and a few adults including our Senior Pastor, Glenn Aguirre, and our Youth Pastor, David 
Kokiong.  Our service related mainly to the Hurricane disaster relief effort in the San Juan area.  Different teams were 
sent out daily, and included tasks like: painting homes, clean-up and providing food to the needy in the local community. 
We also cleaned and painted a school, a church, as well building relationships and supporting residents at an Senior living 
facility damaged by the storm.  On Sabbath we took the worship service at a local Adventist Church in the mountains, 
with pastor Glenn Aguirre preaching with our local church member, Dr. Erick Rivas, interpreting.  On Sabbath afternoon, 
our young people worshiped with the kids at another small Adventist Church and then passed out free backpacks filled 
with school supplies (that we had brought with us) to the local community.  The best part of our day were the morning and 
evening devotional and worship services and nightly debriefs.  These services focused on Jesus life of servant leadership 
as he ministered to everyone He met.  As several kids stated: “My perspective on life has changed, I will never be the 
same.”  

OUTREACH EVENT

The Second Coming continues to be one of the hottest topics in Christianity. It can be hard to make sense of the varying 
theories and interpretations surrounding Christ’s return. The Appearing is a FREE national event happening October 11-14 
that will invite your community to learn timely truths about the Second Coming. For more information, visit appearing.org 
or call 888-744-1958 

ONLINE GIVING

I want to thank the Illinois Conference members for your faithfulness in returning tithe. At the end of July, we are 3.62% 
behind last year at this time. Please continue to be faithful in your giving.

If you did not know, the Adventist Giving App is now available at the Google Play and the iTunes App stores.

Also, Pastor Arek Bojko is the new appointed Planned Giving Coordinator for the Conference. If you would like to bless 
God’s work in Illinois in death, as you have in life, feel free to contact Pastor Arek, The Conference offers many services 
to its members, call Arek and set an appointment.



RESOURCES 

 Before We Call Them Strangers by Paul Dybdahl

Before We Call Them Strangers provides an overview of Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism. Also, Dr. Dybdahl shares 
personal interviews with two adherents of each faith, and reflects on what we might learn from the process of prayerful 
engagement with those of other faiths. For more information, go to: 
https://www.adventsource.org/as30/store-productDetails.aspx?id=38917

 The 2018 Church Planters Boot Camp will take place at Camp Kulaqua, Fla., from Aug. 16-19. You can learn 
how to plant a church through very practical steps, strategies, and tips. There will be seven “Equipping Tracks” offered 
during the boot camp, with English and Spanish options available. For more information, go to: 
http://www.ultracamp.com/info/sessiondetail.aspx?idCamp=9&idSession=190314

DID YOU KNOW...(FOR THE KIDS)

• Peter was from Galilee, the city of Bethsaida. He moved to Capernaum later on in life.
• We know him as Peter, but his real name was Simon.
• Peter was married. We don’t know anything about his wife or if he had children. (Mark 1:30, I Corinthians 9:5)
• It is believed Peter died in Rome. Although sometimes failed, he was brave and willing to die for his Savior.

“Even if a member does “set apart” the tithe as his income is received but does 
not bring it to the “storehouse” at regular intervals, he goes counter to inspired 

instruction and exposes himself to the temptation to borrow the tithe for personal 
use. “The Lord calls for His tithe to be given in to His treasury, strictly, honestly and 

faithfully, let this portion be returned to Him”.  

—Ellen G. White, Counsels on Stewardship, p.82
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