
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“’Men of Galilee,’ they said, ‘why are you standing here staring 
into heaven? Jesus has been taken from you into heaven, but 
someday He will return from heaven in the same way you saw 
Him go!’” (Acts 1:11, New Living Translation).

There are many ways to say goodbye in this world’s languages. “Adios” in 
Spanish, “Au Revoir” in French, “Aloha” in Hawaiian, and “Arrivederci” 
in Italian.  Most people generally don’t like to say, “Good bye” to those 
they love, but thanks to Jesus, but we can focus on the hope, “until we see 
each other again.” This past week, a long-time member and elder of the 
Hinsdale Fil-Am church passed away. I was very sad to hear of the news 
and to have to attend his funeral.
 
When Jesus returned to heaven after His earthly mission was completed, 
the Bible says He was “taken up” into the clouds. The disciples who were 
watching Him go must have thought this was the last time they would 
ever see Him. But two angels appeared, reminding them of what Jesus 
had already promised: He would come again! That has always been the 
hope and expectation of Christians - Jesus is coming again. No matter how 
difficult or challenging the circumstances of life, Jesus is coming again. No 
matter how many people question the Word of God, Jesus is coming again. 
I want to remind you today that those words are still true; they are still our 
hope and expectation: Jesus IS coming again! We can count on it and look 
to the future with confidence that we will see our loved ones again.
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I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT...THE QUINCY CHURCH

God is moving in fresh and remarkable ways in the Quincy Seventh-day Adventist Church! In a recent trip to the congregation, 
Illinois Conference prayer coordinator, Pastor Ron Schultz, witnessed firsthand how the Holy Spirit is at work in this warm and 
caring church family. Under the godly and visionary leadership of Pastor Tim Rosenboom, the congregation recently conducted a 
community VBS. They’ve also begun studying the book, “Steps to Personal Revival” by Pastor Helmut Haubeil. Prior to the regu-
lar prayer meeting on Wednesday evening, a number of participants come thirty minutes early. According to Pastor Rosenboom, 
they arrive early in order to “pray for the Holy Spirit so that when we start at 7 pm our hearts and minds can be receptive.” One of 
the evidences of the Spirit’s work is how people of diverse religious backgrounds have and are connecting with various members 
of the church. 

Thank you, Quincy church, for allowing God to work in you and through you!

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT...THE CHICAGO UNITY CHURCH

The church held a Happiness & Health Seminar from July 12 to July 15. In this Seminar, the following lectures were presented. 
     “Understanding of modern disease and happy life” by Dr, Carl Shin
     “Food Carving Decoration Class” by master Ryu, and 
     “Healing Health Cooking Class” by Mrs. Seo.

A healthy dinner was prepared for the participants every night, and on the last night, a Healthy Food Exhibition and Buffet includ-
ing 50 different dishes was presented. The seminar had 111 non-Adventist newcomers in attendance. 

Way to go Chicago Unity. Thank you for being a positive presence in your community!

 



CHURCH VISIT

I attended church in Gilson, Illinois. Do we have a church in Gilson? I say church because it was a gathering of God’s 
people, under the big tent, at Camp Akita. I was blessed by the sermon given by Elder Marvin Wray (retired pastor and 
former ministerial director), as well as by the music led out by the Glen Ellyn church praise team and accompanied on the 
keyboard by Roger Dickman.

Also, I want to thank Alice Hyde, from WellSpring Company, for the afternoon concert. It was a 
beautiful Gospel presentation through music. 

I want to thank the many people who made Family Camp Meeting at Camp Akita possible. The 
activities, food, accommodations, children and youth ministry teams…You are appreciated!

FUNERAL 

This past Friday, I left Camp Akita Family Camp Meeting to go to the Hinsdale Fil-Am church to participate in the funeral 
service for Abner de la Cruz. My condolences to the family, and heartfelt love and appreciation for Abner’s faithfulness 
and service. I am thankful for the hope of the resurrection and soon coming of Jesus. 

ONLINE GIVING

I want to thank the Illinois Conference churches for their faithfulness in returning tithe. At the end of June, we are .72 
percent ahead of last year at this time. Please continue to be faithful in your giving.

If you did not know, the Adventist Giving App is now available at the Google Play and the iTunes App stores.

Also, Pastor Arek Bojko is the new appointed Planned Giving Coordinator for the Conference. If you would like to bless 
God’s work in Illinois in death, as you have in life, feel free to contact Pastor Arek, The Conference offers many services 
to its members, call Arek and set an appointment.

OSHKOSH 2019

Chosen Internation Pathfinder Camporee, August 12-17, 2019
Over 8,550 Pathfinders from around the world have registered for Oshkosh 2019. Early tickets sales is breaking all 
past International Camporee sales records. Everyone, please buy your tickets as soon as possible so you do not get 
left out. Every 5 years the whole Pathfinder world family comes to Oshkosh and you must be there! For more infor-
mation, go to: https://www.camporee.org/register?utm_source=Camporee&utm_campaign=565684d65d-EMAIL_
CAMPAIGN_2018_07_23_09_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a4028181dc-565684d65d-82479641



RESOURCES

Biblical Hospitality by Peggy Harris. As you begin to practice biblical hospitality, God will open the doors of a very 
innovative and creative ministry practiced in simple ways to bind up wounds of hurt hearts, bring people together, and 
establish active members in your church.  This book contains everything you need to teach a course on biblical hospital-
ity in your church. It can be taught in one weekend or over a longer period of time. Through continued study, members 
will find ways to use their God-given talents and gifts to develop a hospitality ministry. Studying biblical hospitality 
gives you the tools to minister throughout the workplace, neighborhoods, and the local church. 
https://www.adventsource.org/as30/store-productDetails.aspx?id=35827

DID YOU KNOW?

 …There were 93 decisions for baptism this summer at Camp Akita. Awesome! God is moving in Illinois!

“We should do well to read often the nineteenth psalm, that we may understand how 
the Lord binds up His law with His created works.”

—Ellen G. White, Counsels to Parents, Teachers and Students, p.453
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