
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

If you’re past the age of 13, you’ve probably already figured 
out that life is not free of challenges. Difficulties, pain in 
relationships, and even tragedies are part of everyday life. As 
a matter of fact, Jesus told His disciples, “Take courage. There 
are many storms in this life. But take heart, I have overcome the 
world.” 

Whenever you face a storm, your first urge may be to scream, “Why?” 
Certain storms do come into our lives because of our own sin, but many 
challenges occur when we’re right in the middle of God’s will. We’re not 
doing anything wrong. We’re doing what God wants us to do. Certainly, 
that was the case for the disciples. Jesus told them to get into the boat 
and row across the Sea of Galilee. They were obeying Jesus when they 
suddenly found themselves in a horrific storm. It was so bad, they didn’t 
even know if they would survive. But here is the important message from 
that event – they did survive. With the help of Jesus, they survived.

Accept the fact that your life will not be a perfectly smooth ride. Trust me 
on this. The road will sometimes have bumps and potholes and sharp turns. 
All roads do. Look upon these tragedies and difficulties as part of life. 
Turn to Jesus for guidance, and He will be beside you as you ride out your 
storms.

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT... 
 
. . . Yenina Jimenez and Mary Martin, who have converted their classrooms into 
flexible seating, which shows best practices for teaching. Thank you, ladies! 
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NEWS

The North American Division Teachers Convention is coming to our territory on August 6-9. This convention happens 
every six years and hosts the 6500+ teachers in the North American Division. It will be held at McCormick Place in 
Chicago. There will be over 375 breakout sessions available to our teachers and over 300 exhibitors to peruse. 

Illinois Conference will be represented by Yenina Jimenez, who will do a workshop on flexible seating, and Lori 
Aguilera, who will do two workshops, one on Working with Students With ADHD and another on Working with Students 
With Learning Disabilities. Illinois Conference will also have a booth on Special Education Resources. 

 Joshua Voigt has accepted the invitation of the Illinois Conference to serve as the pastor of 
the North Aurora SDA church. He will begin his ministry September 1st. Pastor Josh has served in 
pastoral ministry since 2007. He and his wife, Celeste, are both graduates of Southern Adventist 
University and Andrews University. Josh holds a Master of Divinity degree and Celeste has a Master 
of Religion degree in Archaeology. They have two sons and one daughter: Nathan, Jack, and Anna. We 
happily welcome the Voigt’s to the Illinois Conference team.

 A huge “Thank you” to all of the participants of Spring 2018 Mission Akita! Thank you for 
working on the “fancy Zip Line bridge,” Frisbee golf bridge, breaking down the old building/floating the new left side 
dock for the swim area, updating bathroom vanities in Cedar, building a new flower bed at Lakeview Lodge, working 
on electrical updates to Walnut, and continuing our Lake trail around the lake!! Your team efforts have made a huge 
difference. Thank you! 

You are invited to join in Fall Mission Akita, October 17-23, 2018. Contact jdaum@ilcsda.org for more information.

 I am looking forward to this next week. I am looking forward to seeing our 
pastors at our pastors’ meetings at Camp Akita from Sunday-Wednesday. We will 
have a couple of guest speakers; Jose Cortez Jr., North American Division Associate 
Ministerial Director, will be presenting on how to do effective evangelism, and 
Karnik Doukzmetzian, the General Counsel for the General Conference, will present 
on several topics. 

Then, from Wednesday to Saturday, we will have Family Camp Meeting at Camp 
Akita. Marvin Wray will be our featured speaker. The theme this year is You Can Come Home.  I want to invite you 
to come and enjoy Christ-centered, grace-oriented preaching and the quiet surroundings of Camp Akita. Check the 
Conference website, www.ilcsda.org/campmeeting for camping information and to pre-purchase Sabbath meals, and for 
further information.

Jose Cortez Jr.                       Karnik Doukzmetzian



CAMP AKITA FOCUS

–Michael Campos, Illinois Conference Youth Directors reports, “This summer at Camp Akita has been exciting! We’re 
thankful for the opportunity to share Jesus with so many campers. This week we’re serving our Teen campers and we are 
at full capacity for female campers. In the previous weeks, our awesome staff has served Cubs (ages 7-9), Juniors (ages 
10-12), and Tween (ages 11-14). We have one more week of Teen Camp, Pastors retreat, Camp Meeting, and Family 
Summer Camp ahead of us.  

In the last three weeks we’ve been awesomely blessed to have 94 campers make a decision to know Jesus more through 
bible study, and 85 campers that want to give their lives to Him through baptism. This is a mission field and we are 
honored to partner with God to bring our youth to surrender their lives to Him. We thank you for your continuous support 
through prayer and for so many that have sent their campers to Akita.” 

ONLINE GIVING

The Adventist Giving App is now available at the Google Play and the iTunes App stores.

DID YOU KNOW?

Ella May Hartlein is credited with the invention of the haystack. 
Ella May, who for years worked alongside her husband in Adventist 
academies across the United States, passed away on Saturday 
morning, June 30, 2018, at the age of 98. Mrs. Hartlein is credited 
with the invention of the haystack, a dish popular in Seventh-day 
Adventist church communal and home gatherings across North 
America and elsewhere. Thanks, Ella May. I love haystacks! 

“We Do Not Value the Power of Prayer as We Should—We do not value the power 
and efficacy of prayer as we should. Prayer and faith will do what no power on earth 
can accomplish. We are seldom, in all respects, placed in the same position twice. We 
continually have new scenes and new trials to pass through, where past experience 

cannot be a sufficient guide. We must have the continual light that comes from God.” , 

—Ellen G. White, The Ministry of Healing, p.509
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