
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“You’ve always given me breathing room, a place to get away 
from it all, a lifetime pass to your safe-house, an open invitation 
as your guest. You’ve always taken me seriously, God, made 
me welcome among those who know and love you” (Psalm 
61:3-5, The Message).
 
Many years ago, when our family lived in Maryland, we had a 

favorite pizza restaurant. Our kids liked the food, and mom and dad liked 
the price, as well as the food! There was just something special about the 
taste of that pizza that we couldn’t find anywhere else. Some years later 
I found myself at some meetings in that town and decided to see if the 
restaurant was still there. It was! And since it was supper time, I decided to 
eat there. As I walked in, not only did the place look the same, but the same 
man was behind the counter, and the crazy thing is he remembered me! 

It’s fun to go back to places that are familiar, where people will welcome 
us with open arms. We need that kind of warmth and acceptance. It’s true 
in our daily experience, and it’s just as true in our spiritual lives. We all 
need that place that only God can provide, “a place to get away from it all.” 
One day soon, we’ll have that great experience of being welcomed into the 
heavenly kingdom that Jesus promised for us all. It will be wonderful to 
hear Him welcome us home.

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT... 
 
. . . The Epic Church and one of its young adults, Yalissa.
They are in the process of conducting 3 community studies with 3 focus 
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groups and 3 different sample populations in the city: One, Urban Church attendees, Two, Urban “nones”: Those with no 
faith profession at all, and, Three, Urban spirituals: Those with no faith profession but with a “spiritual” view of life. 
 
They will interview them on their perceptions about Christianity and spirituality. The purpose is to understand their 
perspectives and biases in order to know how to reach such different groups. 
The co-designer of this project is one of the young adults and leaders at Epic, Yalissa. She in charge of logistics and 
various aspects of the project, including the research analysis. I am very happy to see a young adult like her leading such 
project. Check out her YouTube @ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ppgX544OiXk&feature=youtu.be

NEWS

I am happy to announce that the Lake Union Conference has approved the commissioning into the Gospel Ministry two 
of our hospital chaplains (and pastor’s wives); Aleksandra Tanurdzic and Cristina Grys. The dates for their commissioning 
will be worked out shortly. May God bless these ladies as they continue to serve Him. 

PRAYER FOCUS

I am so thankful for our prayer coordinator, Ron Schultz. I asked Ron to travel to each of our area pastor’s meetings and 
meet with the pastors to “listen” on how we can increase our prayer focus in the Illinois Conference. His report to me 
is that “Prayer is dynamic and alive in the lives of many of our pastors and congregations! Praise the Lord. We want to 
encourage all our churches to select a local church prayer coordinator. Soon, we will be providing resources/training to 
support our local church prayer coordinators. God wants to do great things!

CONSTITUENCY MEETING

The first meeting in preparation for the 33rd Constituency Session of the Illinois Conference to be held October 28, 2018 
is the meeting of the Organizing Committee. This meeting is chaired by the Lake Union President and the committee 
is made up of church members from the 101 (we also have 23 Companies and mission groups) churches in the Illinois 
Conference. According to our Constitution and Bylaws, each church gets one member on the Organizing Committee, 
unless the church has over 500 members. If it has over 500 members, it gets a second representative on the committee.

What are the tasks of the Organizing Committee?
1. To select the Nominating Committee
2. To select the Constitution and Bylaws Committee

The Nominating Committee’s job is to nominate Conference Administrators and Departmental Directors. It is also 
responsible for nominating the Conference Executive Committee and Board of Education. The Nominating Committee is 
scheduled to meet on October 14th. This meeting will be chaired by the Lake Union President.

DID YOU KNOW?

Over the last 50 years, the Seventh-day Adventist Church has had approximately 36 million members while approximately 
14 million have left the church during the same period. That is a loss rate of nearly 40%. In other words, historically, 4 out 
of every 10 members have left the church.
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RESOURCES

 The Seventh-day Adventist Church continues to grow. Membership has reached more than 20 million members. 
But the gospel commission means more than just baptizing new members—it includes discipleship. We know too well 
that there are those who join the church and before long find themselves leaving the church or just warming a pew. Our 
members, especially new ones, must enter into a process of discipleship. It is the only way God con continue to grow 
each of us. For more information on a great discipleship resource, check out the Discipleship Handbook at https://www.
adventistbookcenter.com/discipleship-handbook.html

 Freedom and Equality Conference. Join the Conscience & Justice Council to explore freedom and equality issues 
from Sept. 13-16 in Houston, TX. This convention will explore topics related to mass incarceration, mental health, 
voting, immigration, persecution, evangelism, last day events, religious liberty, and prophecy. For more information, go 
to: https://www.adventsource.org/as30/event.registration.details.aspx?event=520

 ACFRP Conference at Andrews University. July 19-21
The sixth annual Adventist Conference on Family Research and Practice (ACFRP) will be held at Andrews 
University. For more information about this family strengthening event, email acfrp@Andrews.edu

“If there were more real praying done, if there were more solemn consideration given 
to weighty matters, the tone of our business meetings would be changed, elevated.  All 
would feel that the assembly had met to lay plans for the advancement of the work, 

and that the object of the work is only to save souls.”  

—Ellen G. White, Gospel Workers, p.446

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email 
please subscribe by following the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president
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