
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

John 3:16, For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.

In 1962, George Vandeman, founder and speaker of the It Is 
Written television program, was scheduled to conduct a nightly 
month-long evangelistic series in the Los Angeles Memorial 

Sports Arena. Vandeman had already made his mark in religious television, 
eventually broadcasting in more than 150 countries with weekly viewership 
of more than 1.5 million.
 
A unique problem arose as plans were developing for the “crusade” in 
Los Angeles. Space. There were 93,000 seats in the Arena stands in 1962, 
and with additional seating on the field, the capacity was above 100,000. 
But there were more than 100,000 Seventh-day Adventists in southern 
California. Where would the guests sit? Those seeking salvation? Those 
seeking to understand the times? 
 
If a strong majority of church members chose to attend the Memorial 
Arena it could defeat the very purpose of the gathering - there would be no 
room for inquirers, seekers, the interested, the lost. So, Vandeman and his 
team devised a radical strategy: If you were a member of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church you could only get in the Arena gate if you brought a 
non-member with you. 

Predictably, that didn’t set well with some of the saints. “Come on, this is 
‘public evangelism’; what do you mean I can’t attend!” Answer: “You are 
welcome to attend; just bring a guest...a non-believer, a seeker, a friend 
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who is truly desiring to understand the heart of God.” 

“But I don’t know anyone like that. Are you going to physically keep me out of the place?”
 
Vandeman’s rule generated some intense discussions. Not all were friendly. Not all were civil. Not all were even 
Christian. But Vandeman pretty much got his way. Not only was there a great harvest, but it was also a learning time for 
our churches in that area. 

The major take-away was this: A high percentage of our members do not have a circle of friends whom they feel 
comfortable inviting to church. Even more significant: The longer you have been a member of the Adventist Church the 
fewer friends you have in that circle. We feel more comfortable with folks just like us, so we tend to hang out with our 
own kind. The reminder for us today is to remember what God has called us to do.

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT... 
 
. . . the Beacon of Light Church and the Chronic Kidney Disease seminar they held as an outreach event. One person 
attending said she came because she found the brochure in the trash, pulled it out, wash it off, dried it and then read it and 
decided to attend with her family (of 5). Another person attended and had not been to the church was delighted to find 
us reaching out to the community. Another guest said she enjoyed the presentation so much, she is thinking of attending 
Beacon for worship. 

Here is a quote from the pastor, “The response overall was outstanding. We distributed 2,500 postcard flyers, we had 
registration cards, gift pens, evaluation forms and gifts bags, not to mention all of the love and smiles we also gave 
away.” Well done, Beacon!

CHURCH VISIT

This past Sabbath, I had the opportunity to be at the Moline church, and 
to be part of the ordination service for Elder John Lewis. It was good 
to be together with members from Moline, Galesburg, Savannah, Sauk 
Valley, and the Clinton Mission group. Thank you for coming to affirm 
the ministry of Pastor John Lewis. 

NEWS

The Executive Committee approved
Felipe Soares to be the youth and young
adult pastor of the North Shore Church.
Felipe will begin his duties in August. 
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CONSTITUENCY MEETING

Constituency Meeting: Over the next few months, I will be sharing some information I hope will give you a better idea of 
what happens at Constituency Meetings and why…

What happens at Constituency Meeting? The delegates meet to:
• Elect Officers and Departmental Directors of the Conference
• Elect the Conference Executive Committee, Board of Education, and Constitution and By-Laws Committee
• Review the Illinois Conference Constitution and By-laws
• Vote on organizing or disbanding churches
• Consider financial statements
• Hear reports from previous term
• Set direction for next term (Mission and Vision)
• Vote on major projects

The two major projects to be discussed will be the Camp Akita projects I mentioned previously, and the potential sale and 
downsizing of the Conference Office.

RESOURCES

 The 6th Annual Adventist Conference on Family Research and Practice. Finances and the Family. July 19-21, 2018, 
Andrews University Theological Seminary. Become equipped to meet the needs of the families in your church and 
community.

 Free E-Course for Pastors and Church Members: This e-course provided by Adventist Learning Community will be 
taught by Mark Finley and Karen Lewis and provides best practice methods for welcoming visitors to your church. Go 
to: https://www.adventistlearningcommunity.com/courses/1139

DID YOU KNOW. . .

. . . Independence Day should have been celebrated on July 2, 1776? 
Although the document was dated July 4, congress actually voted for independence from Great Britain two days prior on 
July 2, 1776. It apparently wasn’t signed by everyone until August 2, 1776.

Happy Fourth of July!

“We are not doing the will of God if we sit in quietude, 
doing nothing to preserve liberty of conscience.” 

—Ellen G. White, Testimonies to the Church Vol. 5, p.714
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