
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“You guide me with your counsel, leading me to a glorious 
destiny” (Psalm 73:24, New Living Translation).
 
The Orpheus Chamber Orchestra is a well-respected classical 
music chamber orchestra that is based in New York City. 
Their concerts and recordings have been well-received, and 
they have won several Grammy Awards over the past 40-plus 
years. But there is something unique about this ensemble - they 

intentionally do not have a conductor! They have a collaborative leadership 
style which allows the musicians to collectively interpret the piece that is 
being performed, bringing out the most beautiful sounds possible. They 
look to each other for leadership, not to an “official” leader. It’s a rare 
practice, but one that seems to work for them.
 
Most of us look to leadership of some kind in different parts of our lives. 
And it’s often good to have a collaborative style of working together. When 
it comes to our spiritual experience, we’re encouraged to come together 
for worship and fellowship - all the things that are important to a church 
family. But there is only one leader - and He is Jesus Christ. He is the only 
one who can bring out the most beautiful “sounds” of our lives as He lives 
in us. And, as today’s scripture declares, He is the one who leads us “to a 
glorious destiny” - thanks to what He did on Calvary

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT... 

Pastor Samuel Indreiu and the La Grange-Brookfield Seventh-day Adventist 
Church. For the past four years, they have conducted an annual medical 
mission trip to San Jose Rinconcito in the Santa Rosa de Lima region of 
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Guatemala. They have provided backpacks with school supplies, toothbrushes and toothpaste to over 1500 students in 
the local public schools.  They have also partnered with “Feed My Starving Children” and distributed over 2000 pounds 
of high nutritional value food packs in poverty-stricken areas. They also performed 2200 eye exams and provided over 
1500 pairs of glasses, as well as, over 1700 glucose tests,  400  parasitic  exams, and  a  number  of  pregnancy  tests. 
The church has also been sponsoring Bible workers in the area, and by God’s grace, have had about 65 baptisms since 
2014. Their next trip is scheduled for June. Please join me in praying God will continue to bless their efforts. 

 
NEWS

Camp Akita is the place where many have traced some of their best memories 
during the summer season. It is a great place to foster friendships, cultivate 
growth, and experience Jesus. Last summer, 2017, the campers made the fol-
lowing decisions; 172 accepted Jesus into their hearts, 115 desired to know 
more of Him through bible study, and 97 expressed interest in baptism. How 
exciting!  

The theme this year “Made to Thrive” and the theme passage Psalm 1:3, re-
minds us that even in life’s challenges, God has created us to bear fruit and to 
thrive wherever we may find ourselves. We are so excited for our newest addition: one full week of Family Camp. Visit 
a new website, www.campakita.com, for more information.

EDUCATION FOCUS

I want to personally congratulate each graduating 8th graders from all of our 
schools and graduating seniors from HAA. Well done! Keep up the good 
work. And, may God continue to lead you and bless you. Below is the list of 
names:
 
Alpine Christian School: Hay That Ku
Gurnee Christian School: Yersson Juan Garcia, Zary Abigail Godoy-
Martinez, Christian Emanuel Aviles-Cortes, Angela Jannelly Lemus-Jimenez, 
and Yarelyn Mora
Hinsdale Adventist Academy 8th Grade: Katherine Anne Arroyo, Gabriel 
Lucien Bokich, Mila Aleksandra Boskocevic, Massauki Thengo Princess 
Crenshaw, Yessenia Isabel Diaz, Kevin Curtiss Sagrado Gabriel, Mariah Lynn 
Healy, Mallory-Jacintha Jolie Jemison, Isabelle Marie Martinez, Thomas 
George McCormick, Julen Marshal Newsom, Carmen Elizabeth Perez, Phillip Peter Suvacarov, and Kevin Andres Zea
Metro-east Adventist Christian School: Dainis Gonzalez, Hannah Lynn Langford, Layla Celeste Lopez, and Lissette 
Alexandra Ramirez
North Aurora SDA School: Daniela Romero
North Shore Adventist Academy: Abryanna Mahalah Blake, Nona Rayne Dumenden Habla, Jan Leroy Rondina, Omar 
Salvador, Jeremiah Mahkai Sewell, Christian Jhaylen Taylor, and Isabella Abigail Velez
Hindale Adventist Academy – High School Senior Class: Lael Agard, Susana Andrade, Daniella Di Stefano, Gyasi 
Farries, Jacob Jemison, Yucheng Liu, Michael McElroy, Leah Posada, Keith Resurreccion , Jocelyn Rico, Emma 
Suvacarov, Isabella Tessalee, Ke Yang, and Damaris Zita



RESOURCES

Free Online Course: Social Media 101 - This is an online course adaptation of the presentation made by Jamie Schnieder 
at the 2016 Society of Adventist Communicators Conference. The purpose of this course is to inform and equip staff for 
communicating our missions and message on social media; elevating the basic level of competency.
For more information, go to: https://www.adventistlearningcommunity.com/courses/129

DID YOU KNOW?

The Illinois Conference has 124 churches, companies, and mission groups? God has blessed us with 102 churches, 14 
companies, and 8 mission groups. 

LASTLY
 
There will be no FYI next week as I will be on a family vacation. This is an opportunity for Lori and I to spend time with 
our daughters and son-in-laws. I am looking forward to this family time. I will be back on June 3rd.

“Arise and go to your Father. He will meet you a great way off. If you take even one 
step toward Him in repentance, He will hasten to enfold you in His arms of infinite 
love. His ear is open to the cry of the contrite soul. The very first reaching out of the 
heart after God is known to Him. Never a prayer is offered, however faltering, never 
a tear is shed, however secret, never a sincere desire after God is cherished, however 
feeble, but the Spirit of God goes forth to meet it. Even before the prayer is uttered or 
the yearning of the heart made known, grace from Christ goes forth to meet the grace 
that is working upon the human soul.”   

—Ellen G. White, Christ’s Object Lessons, page 206

  Check out our Facebook page at 
Illinois Conference of  Seventh-day 

Adventists.

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email 
please subscribe by following the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president


