
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

I suspect you and I have at least one thing in common - we’re 
busy. Whatever happened to the term, “spare time”? I haven’t 
seen much of it lately and I have a hunch you haven’t either. 
And while we weren’t looking, someone coined the term, 
Daylight Saving. We get an extra hour of daylight, right? 
Wrong. It gets cut off the front end of the day and just shows up 
at the end. All of that to say this: Time management is one of 
the most demanding assignments you and I have. If there isn’t 

enough of time, then it’s imperative we get it right as we use it. Especially 
for the essentials. Like sleep. And exercise. And family. And God. One 
thing we can know: Those whose spiritual journey is joyous and an honor 
to Him have the same number of hours as those who don’t. That’s why the 
word, priorities, comes to mind…and this text.
 
Joshua 1:8, “Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day 
and night so you will be sure to obey everything written in it. Only then will 
you prosper and succeed in all you do.”

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT... 

Jocelyn Aalborg and Lori Thordarson. 
Congratulations to both on receiving 
the Golden Ruler Award for outstanding 
volunteer service at HAA this year. 
We couldn’t get by without the help of 
our volunteers. Thanks so much for all 
those who go above and beyond to help 
HAA minister to its students. 
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CONFERENCE VISITS

This past week, the officers and departmental directors traveled through the Conference to be at the Delegate Orientation 
meetings in Areas 1-4. Thursday night, we met with the Area 4 delegates at the North Shore church. The meetings have 
been very positive, and I hope helpful in preparation for the Illinois Conference constituency meeting on October 28th. 

The last two delegate orientation meetings will meet with Areas 6 and 5 on May 21, 22. See you then. =)

NEWS

Ron Huff, our Superintendent of Education, reports that Ivonne Bisono has accepted the invitation to join the Alpine 
Christian School in Rockford. She will teach in the elementary grades. Welcome, Ivonne.

PRAYER MINISTRIES REPORT

As you know, we have recently asked Pastor Ron Schultz, Conference Prayer Coordinator, to spend 25% of his time 
developing the prayer ministries of this Conference. Recently, Pastor Schultz met with the Area 4 pastors to listen to 
what they perceive is needed to take prayer ministry to the next level. They provided excellent, engaged input. The big 
takeaways were: One, Pastors expressed the need for local/area prayer rallies and training of prayer coordinators closer 
to where people live rather than big event at Akita. Two, we need to network prayer resources and speakers between 
various churches to avoid silo ministries. And, three, to provide resources for members to be able to more effectively 
pray for their pastor. I am excited to see how God will continue to move as we spend more time focusing on prayer. 

EVANGELISM

I wanted to share with you the mission statement video created by the Glen Ellyn and West Central churches under the 
leadership of Pastor Otavio McKenzie. Well done.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0MZ-XCnrT-A&feature=youtu.be

I have asked each pastor to talk with church leaders about what kind of evangelism God wants to do through each 
church in 2018. Praying for God to move in powerful ways!

DID YOU KNOW?

 That it is Teacher Appreciation Week this week?  I have appreciated all of my teachers as a student once myself, and 
then as a parent; but now as an administrator I would like to express my sincere thanks to all the teachers in the Illinois 
Conference for their dedication and hard work.  We couldn’t do this without you!  God bless each one.

 The Adventist Giving App has launched!  The App is available at the Google Play Store and at the iTunes App 
Store. 

 Please note the following dates, times, and places training sessions will be for our Lay Ministries. We will have 
members of the Conference Treasury staff there to talk about issues such as insurance, general accounting items, and lo-



cally funded payroll matters. Each event runs from 1:00 pm to 6:00 pm.
o   May 20, 2018 at Rockford SDA Church
o   June 24, 2018 at Elmhurst SDA Church
o   September 23, 2018 at the Illinois Conference office
o   November 4, 2018 at Peoria SDA Church

RESOURCES

 Free Online Course for Elders at the Adventist Learning Center.
The purpose of the 5-module course is to examine how to work effectively as an Elder in an Adventist church. This 
course will help the new Elder meet their church’s needs in a meaningful way while developing the skills and abilities 
necessary to serve the local church. By the end of this course, you will learn about the Elder’s qualifications and role 
as a spiritual leader. You will discover strategies to prepare meaningful sermons and worship experiences, and nurture 
and develop relationships with church members. You will be introduced to visitation strategies to optimize member 
engagement and to evangelize faith seekers. You will discover success strategies of working with your church pastor. 0.5 
CEUs

 Do you want short, sharable, on demand, resources? Check out ARTVnow.com

“Unceasing PRAYER is the unbroken union of the soul with God, so that life from God 
flows into our life; and from our life, purity and holiness flow back to God.   

—Ellen G. White, Steps to Christ, page 106

     
Check out our Facebook page at 

Illinois Conference of  Seventh-day 
Adventists.

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email 
please subscribe by following the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president


