
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

: Quicksand is formed when water flows upward through sand. 
The heat from the sun will often dry the surface to a crust 
that looks like firm sand, so it can be easy to stumble into this 
possible deathtrap. Should you stumble into it, experts say to 
immediately fall backwards and float, then call for assistance to 
help you out. If no one is around, calmly and deliberately work 
your feet, which are still hanging downward, free from the pull 
of the sand. Then slowly drag yourself to firm ground. 

In the same way, God is able to save us. By accepting the Holy Spirit into 
our lives, we are saved from the law of sin that drags us downward to 
eternal death. Romans 8:2 says, “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.”

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT... 

Justo Morales, Illinois Conference Hispanic Ministries 
Director. Elder Morales wrote an article titled “10 Pasos 
para vivir con exito” “Ten Steps to live successful life”. 
It was recently published in the May 2018 magazine, “El 
Centinela”. Well done, Justo! 

CHURCH VISIT

This past Sabbath, I had the blessing of preaching at the Paris SDA church. 
The Paris church is in the middle, eastern, part of the state. Church started 
at 9am, followed by Sabbath School. Head elder, Garry Starkey, taught a 
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wonderful Sabbath School lesson. Afterwards, we enjoyed a wonderful potluck meal and I answered questions by the 
members. Thank you, Paris. May God bless you and keep you.

NEWS

The Glen Ellyn Fil-Am SDA Church will be celebrating its 6th Anniversary on May 11th. Dr. Philip Samaan, Professor 
of Theology and Spirituality at Southern Adventist University, will be the guest speaker. Congratulations Glen Ellyn Fil-
Am Church.

EVANGELISM

GO & TELL is an evangelism fund for the Illinois Conference. Through GO & TELL we are able to fund evangelistic 
projects in local churches and provide financial help for new church plants. You can donate to Go & Tell by marking it 
on your tithe envelopes. 

REPORT

This week, the officers and departmental directors are 
traveling through the Conference to be at the Delegate 
Orientation meetings in Areas 1-4. Monday, we were at 
the Marion church. Tuesday at the Peoria church, and 
tonight we will be in Moline. The feedback has been very 
positive, and the meetings have been helpful for many of 
our delegates who have a limited understanding on how 
our church organization works and the responsibilities of a 
delegate to our Constituency Meetings. 



OUTREACH

A Health Initiative event was held by the Hinsdale Fil-Am church in Glendale Heights on April 15. Here is a summary of 
the numbers through the vision and dental departments.

Vision:  56 people received eye exams and 41 pairs of glasses provided
Dental: 125 people served, 66 x-rays taken, 79 people had teeth cleaned, 24 teeth extracted,. 31 fillings placed

Randy Griffin, Health Initiative director for the Lake Union said this Expo was one of the best organized and operated he 
has seen. Thank you, Hinsdale Fil-Am church, for being the hands and feet of Jesus.  

A Health Initiative event was also held in Collinsville, IL. It was sponsored by the Oakhill church. At this event:
129 people were seen in the dental department.
139 X-rays taken; 55 people received teeth cleaning services; 51 teeth were extracted; 23 fillings were placed.

Alos, everyone received a bag with Steps to Christ, GLOW tracts and/or other literature. Way to go, Oakhill!

DID YOU KNOW?

. . . The shortest verse in the Bible is John 11:35: “Jesus wept.”

. . . Did you know the longest verse is Esther 8:9?

. . . The longest chapter: Psalm 119…The shortest chapter: Psalm 117

RESOURCES

 Targeted outreach opportunity for churches: from Voice of Prophecy, the Appearing. This all new five-part seed 
sowing series shares the hope of the Second Coming with people in your community. Watch the trailer at 
appearing.org/host

 Greater Things by Ron Pickell 
There is no greater privilege or accomplishment in discipleship than to become like Jesus. But Jesus actually promises to 
help us do even greater things in Him through His name. What can we do through Jesus? Explore the answer in Greater 
Things, twelve Bible studies for individual, small group or mid-week meetings. Go to: https://www.adventsource.org/
as30/store-productDetails.aspx?id=39313

“Let the church appoint pastors or elders who are devoted to the Lord Jesus,
and let these men see that officers are chosen who will attend faithfully

 to the work of gathering in the tithe. If the pastors show that they are not fitted for 
their charge, if they fail to set before the church the importance of 
returning to God His own, if they do not see to it that the officers

under them are faithful, and that the tithe is brought in, they are in peril. 

     
Check out our Facebook page at 

Illinois Conference of  Seventh-day 
Adventists.



They are neglecting a matter which involves a blessing or a curse to the church. 
They should be relieved of their responsibility, and other men should be 

tested and tried.   

—Ellen G. White, Christian Service, page 106

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email 
please subscribe by following the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president


