
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

“Every word of God proves true. He is a shield to all who come 
to Him for protection” (Proverbs 30:5, New Living Translation).
 
Did you know that the fortune cookie has been around since at 
least 1918? That’s 100 years! There are competing stories about 
who created the first fortune cookie - a man in Los Angeles 
versus a man in San Francisco. Whoever he was, the inventor 
had a great imagination to design these little dessert gems with 

inspirational or humorous sayings inside them. I always look forward to 
opening my cookie at the end of a meal and reading the serious or silly 
words. On the rare occasion that there is no “fortune” inside the cookie, I 
feel cheated.
 
I’m thankful that we never feel cheated by the Word of God, and we never 
have to worry about our “fortune” or “luck.” Today’s verse, from the wise 
King Solomon, says it accurately: “Every word of God proves true.” You 
don’t have to wonder if there are any good words for you - they’re all for 
you! Take some time each day to read these messages from God and let 
those words change your life.

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT... 

The Hinsdale Church soccer ministry. They are starting their second 
season on Sunday. There are many good things that come out this 
outreach ministry. One this is having people from the community 
associate “Adventists” with “true gentlemen”. Following is a quote from a 
community person: 
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“Thanks for reaching out and we are looking forward to kicking off the season against Adventists as well. Always enjoy 
playing you guys - you have always been true gentlemen on the field.” 

Some of the simple things they have done over the past year that set a great tone were praying as a group before each 
game, and then at the end of each game have a group prayer at center of field and invite the other side to join. I want to 
thank Michael Schwartz for his leadership in this ministry.

ON A PERSONAL NOTE

This past Sunday was a year since my mom’s passing. Many of you know the sadness of the passing of a mother. As 
Mother’s Day approaches, I want to remind you to not miss an opportunity to tell your mother or other family member 
that you love them. =) And, let’s continue to do all we can to advance the mission God has given us so we can go Home. 

NEWS

 Coming Sunday April 29th at 9am, a Chainsaw Certification Class/Field Certification class held by the Southern 
Illinois Division Adventist Community Services Disaster Response Agency. Thank you, Area 1, for being the hands and 
feet of Jesus and getting more prepared to serve the community in times of need. You are a blessing!

	 The Hinsdale Adventist Academy Robotics club, Hydrostorm, was recently awarded first place in the Southern 
Regional Challenge. This has secured them an invitation to the finals to be held in Florida. To learn more, check out their 
video: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JwBKbUjTn3TiUxkWR3BbyjV8ZL_mhU0K/view

REPORT

Pastor Samuel Negrea, pastor of our Addison Romanian church, reported two baptisms, on February 17, and April 7, 
2018. All heaven rejoices when individuals accept Jesus as their personal savior. 

EVANGELISM

Coming October 11-14, 2018, from Voice of Prophecy, the Appearing. This is a short, targeted outreach opportunity 
for all churches in North America. This all new five part seed sowing series shares the hope of the Second Coming with 
people in your community. Watch the trailer at appearing.org/host



DID YOU KNOW?

. . . May 13th is Mother’s Day. In 1908, the U.S. Congress rejected a proposal to make Mother’s Day an official holiday, 
joking that they would also have to proclaim a “Mother-in-law’s Day”. However, owing to the efforts of Anna Jarvis, by 
1911 all U.S. states observed the holiday.

RESOURCES

 Help! I’m a Parent, by Claudio and Pamela Consuegra. These 10 sessions will inspire and encourage parents, 
grandparents, and caregivers of teens. Topics include disconnecting in order to connect, mental health, fostering 
independence, and more. Help! I’m a Parent is ideal for use individually, as a couple, or in a group meeting in the home, 
church, or at a local church school. https://www.adventsource.org/as30/store-productDetails.aspx?ID=39081

 Safety While Camping. With the 2019 “Chosen” International Camporee fast approaching, Pathfinder Club directors 
and volunteers should begin preparations now for this trip. Check out this article from Adventist Risk Management 
to find a planning checklist, tips for chaperones, and more. https://adventistrisk.org/en-us/safety-resources/solutions-
newsletter/pathfinder-safety-preparing-staff-and-volunteers

“God might have committed the message of the Gospel, 
all the work of loving ministry, to the heavenly angels. 

He might have employed other means for accomplishing his purpose.
But in His infinite love He chose to make us co-workers with himself, 
with Christ and the angels, that we might share the blessing, the joy, 

the spiritual uplifting, which results from this unselfish ministry.”       

—Ellen G. White, Steps to Christ, page 79

     
Check out our Facebook page at 

Illinois Conference of  Seventh-day Adventists.

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email 
please subscribe by following the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president


