
DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

I have two daughters, and I was the one who taught them how 
to drive. For me, when they started to drive on their own, my 
prayer life increased. Maybe you can identify. When I was 
teaching them to drive, their two biggest worries were, one, 
merging unto the highway and, two, parallel parking. So, it 
won’t surprise you to know that my daughters always looked 
for the easiest place to park. One day my daughter, Janelle, 
parked on the grass at school, in a very wet area. It rained hard 

all day, so when she came out to go home, her tires were just spinning, 
digging in further, making a mess…SHE WAS STUCK! What did she do? 
She called me. “Dad, come and help me! I’m stuck!”

I want to suggest that STUCK doesn’t just happen to cars. Stuck happens 
to marriages, relationships, at work, with finances, with behavioral 
patterns/addictions…Stuck happens to people.

But, one day, there came into human history, someone with an amazing 
power to help people get unstuck.

-An adulterous woman is caught in the act, gets dragged and cast to the 
ground…STUCK
-A tax collector named Zacchaeus is a slave to greed and dishonesty…
STUCK
-A religious leader named Nicodemus is STUCK in his own self-
righteous judgmentalism.
-A boatful of disciples are paralyzed by fear…STUCK
-A Pharisee named Saul is helpless in the face of the anger trapped 
inside him…STUCK

All these people, who could not free themselves, discovered the freedom 
available through a man named Jesus, and they abandoned their lives and 
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agenda, and followed a new way of life—of liberation and freedom.

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, everyone who sins is a SLAVE to sin.” STUCK

BUT… “If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” John 8:34, 36

I KNOW SOMETHING GOOD ABOUT... 

. . .the Elmhurst SDA church. On Thursday night, they started a weekend of Gospel Presentations entitled “The Healing 
Power of the Gospel,” a power-packed  series of Gospel Messages and Missional Training with guest speakers: Shawn 
Brace, Michael Duncan, Robert Hunsaker, Brian Schwartz, Jennifer Jill Schwirtzer. The is nothing more powerful to 
change lives than the Gospel. “I am not ashamed of the Gospel for it is the power of God that brings salvation for all 
those who believe…” Romans 1:16

REPORT: WEEK AND WEEKEND VISITS

One: Last week, I was in Rockford to meet with our Area 3 pastors. We meet at the Rockford church, Alpine school. 
While there, I took the time to go into the classrooms and see our students and teachers. Thank you to Teresa Smith, 
Donna Grow, and Chad Zalabak who are working hard to minister to our children. 

Two: I spent Thursday morning meeting and talking with our 
Area 5 pastors. One of the things on the agenda for that group 
was a presentation by Hydrostorm, the HAA Robotics team. They 
presented a possible solution for the sulfur problem in our water at 
Camp Akita. I am currently at Camp Akita and have talked with our 
Camp Manager/Ranger, Roger Henderson about the possibility of 
implementing their solution. 

Three: I also was able to support the Hinsdale Academy musical drama presentation this past Saturday night. It is always 
fun to sit by parents who have children in the program. This past Saturday was no different, as I had the joy of sitting by 
my friend, Doug Hamel, and his wife, Nancy. Also, congratulations to the Tessalee family, and the many others, whose 
children did a marvelous job. Way to go! 

Four: Sunday, I was in Glendale Heights to see the Hinsdale FilAm Health Fair. In partnership with 
the Lake Union and Amita Health, the Hinsdale FilAm church spent from 9am-4pm serving the 
community’s medical and dental needs. Many thanks to Randy Griffin, the Lake Union Adventist 
Community Health Initiative leader who partnered with our church. Way to be the hands and feet 
of Jesus! 
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Five: I also know that Chicago FilAm was hosting a health expo this past Sunday, doing free dental and 
medical check-ups, and ministering to the community. Thank you, Chicago FilAm. 

Six: Next week, Oakhill church will be hosting Randy Griffin and holding a Health Initiative for their area. 
I look forward to seeing what God does. 

Seven: If your church wants to host a health initiative and to get more information about the Lake Union 
Adventist Community Health Initiative, email Griffin at randy.griffin@lakeunion.org.

Eight: Also, going on this past weekend, Area 1 leadership training at the Marion Church. Thank you to Peter Braman for 
organizing this training, and for all who served and participated.

NEWS

 Pastor Arek Bojko has accepted the invitation of the Illinois Conference Executive Committee to serve as the Il-
linois Conference Planned Giving Consultant. This role will be similar to the role of Trust Services Director held by Paul 
Saint Villiers, who is retiring at the end of May. Pastor Bojko will begin his new role on June 1st.

	 (Correction) After five years as the volunteer Pastor of the Beacon of Light church, Pastor Ralph Shelton will 
conclude his ministry there AT THE END OF MAY (not April) I want to thank Pastor Shelton for his commitment and 
dedication. It has not been easy to drive 2 ½ hours each way to serve this church. Thank you, Pastor! 

RESOURCES

Discover how a “List Block” makes it easy for visitors to find your newest website content. We’ll look at how to add a 
list of calendar events, set up a devotional with RSS feeds, and much more. This webinar will be offered Tuesday, April 
24 at 8 PM EST. Check it out at: https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7898011214009214721

“When you were born, you were crying and everyone around you was smiling. Live 
your life so that when you die, you’re the one smiling and everyone around you is 

crying.”       

—Unknown

If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter from the president’s desk directly into your email 
please subscribe by following the link on the president’s web page:  www.ilcsda.org/president


